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82.0 Introduction

Lesson One introduced the twenty-four letters of the Greek alphabet. Building on
this foundation, Lesson Two continues with the sight and sounds of the Greek
letters by merging simple vowel-consonant and consonant-vowel combinations
together into syllables, the building blocks for learning Greek phonics.

The focus of Lesson Two examines the similarities and dissimilarities between
the Greek and English alphabetical letters and their phonemes to aid between
what is known (English) and what is new (Greek).

Almost without exception, introductory Greek grammars launch students
immediately into grammar and vocabulary without first firmly grounding them in
the Greek phonemic system. This is appropriate since they assume a Greek
teacher will be present while the grammar is being presented, thereby helping
with syllable and word pronunciation. However, there is little help in these
introductory grammars for those who are “going at it alone”, or a small group who
are learning New Testament Greek without the aid of a teacher’s pronunciation.

The introductory lessons of this grammar go to great lengths to present a full-
orbed pronunciation of the Erasmian Greek phonemic system. Some may think
that the duration in which it is presented belabors it, especially those who have
had previous contact with someone who has taught them the Erasmian Greek
pronunciation system. If this is the case, then the following few lessons may be
unnecessary. However, for those who are new to the Greek language will
welcome this help, which will prepare them to read Greek, and not simply to
translate it into their native language.
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LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet 2-2
Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Module B)

The student needs to saturate himself with the sounds of the Greek language by
using the MP3 audio files that accompany every lesson. By doing so, he is
immersed in the language, by hearing, reading, and rereading Greek words and
sentences. This is different from what a word or a sentence might mean. This is
not what is important now; but an awareness of how Greek letters and words
sound like is. This approach is similar with how a young child is at first engulfed
in a sea of meaningless noise, from which gradually they learn to detect and
recognize meaningful patterns and combinations of sounds as words.

82.1 The Ten Similar Letters

Ten of the twenty-four small Greek letters are easily recognizable because they
are very close in appearance to their English counterparts. These letters are:

Englishletters: a b d e | k o s t u
Greek letters: O B 0 € 12 K 0] s T v

Some important differences between these letters are:

1. The o (alpha) should be written as a figure “8” laid on its side and opened

on the right.

The Greek letter 1 (iota) is never dotted.

Final sigma (s) does not sit on the line like the English “s”. The final curve

crosses and drops down below the line.

4. The Greek letter T (tau) is never crossed below the top of the vertical line
like the English “t”.

5. Upsilon and nd may be easily confused when written. Form upsilon with a
rounded bottom and turn the right upward stroke outward. The upper case
should not be confused with the English upper case "Y".

W N

We begin with these letters because they look similar in appearance; however,
caution needs to be exercised because they are not exactly identical. Itis
important not to write Greek letters to make them look like their English
counterparts, for the respective lines above represent two different alphabets for
two different languages. This will help not to fall into the trap of mistakenly
pronouncing a Greek alphabetical letter as if it was an English alphabetical letter
(i.e., saying ‘K, k” [kay] for kappa [K, k], or “T, t” [t&] for tau [T, T]).
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http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/alphalongshort.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/beta.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/delta.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/epsilon.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/iotalongshort.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/kappa.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/omikron.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/sigma.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/tau.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/upsilonlongshort.mp3

LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet 2-3
Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Module B)

Practice saying these letters aloud in different combinations with the aid of the
drill below. Only the above ten similar Greek-English letters are used. Multi-
syllable words are divided for easier identification. If you wish to hear the
instructor’s pronunciation, click on the audio link, “Hear” beside each row of
Greek syllables. The variable vowels (o, 1, v) may be long or short. Follow the
example of the instructor for proper pronunciation.

vear O (short), OO, OO, T, PAT, XTIK

(0-TIK)

wear €, EK, OF, OET, €0, OO, PET

wear | (short), 10, 010, BIT, P19, KIS
wear O, OT, 00T, BOs, 00, Bof, kod
wear U (short), TUK, KUK, KUS, Buk

vear OO(T, OEK, OEKQ, BIK, 00T, KaKIX

(8e-Ka) (KO-K1-0)
e KIS, KIT, KOT, Bad, o5, KOTO
(Ka-TQ)
vear KOKOS, TUTOS, BaTos, TOTE
(KOt-KOS) (TU-TOS) (Ba-Tos) (TO-TE)

vear OLK, 1T, T, TOO, OKT, KOT

vear O, BOT, Ta, 0, d1daK, OsdaK
(&1-0aKk) (8e-Sak)
vear KOT, TOK, TOS, 0B, ARl
(@B-Po)  (A-Pr-a)
ear AOLKLO(, KUTOS, O10, OIS, KTIOIS

(x-81-K1-0x) (Ku-ToS) (d1-a) (KT1-01S)
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http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_1_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_1_drill2.mp3
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http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_1_drill6.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_1_drill7.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_1_drill8.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_1_drill9.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_1_drill10.mp3
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LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet 2-4
Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Module B)

82.2 The Six Deceptive Greek Letters

Six lower case Greek letters (four consonants and two vowels) appear to be
identical to English letters, but their appearance is very deceptive. These letters
often confuse beginning Greek students, and therefore need to be carefully
distinguished. These “deceptive” Greek letters are gamma (y), éta (n), na (v),
rhé (p), chi (), and dmega (w). Their English look-alikes are also displayed in
the chart below.

Greek: Y: N: V: p4 X5 (VK

English: y N V P X wW
The Greek letter, gamma (y), looks like the English letter “y”.
The Greek letter, éta (n), looks like the English letter “n”
The Greek letter, nd (v), looks like the English letter “v”
The Greek letter, rhé (p), looks like the English letter “p”.
The Greek letter, chri (), looks like the English letter “x”
The Greek letter, bmega (w), looks like the English Ietter

ok wh =

[ th

Below, each of the six lower case deceptive letters is examined separately.
Special attention should be given to the proper pronunciation of these letters so
that they may not be confused with their English look-alikes.

§2.21 GAMMA [y

The lower case Greek letter, gamma (Y, capital letter, I'), is not to be confused
with the English “y”. T, y is pronounced as the hard “g” as in “go”. Itis never
pronounced like the soft “g” as in “gin”. Read the following syllables and words
aloud as many times as necessary to be able to recognize the Greek

alphabetical letter and its associated phoneme.

vear Y, YOT, YIT, oy, Pay, YET, ayev

11 ”

wear YUKOS, YO, YEB, Oy, Y&, YU, €Y

(Yu-Kos)
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http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/gamma.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/eta.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/nu.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/rho.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/chi.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/alphabet/phoneme/omega.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_1_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_1_drill2.mp3

LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet 2-5
Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Module B)

§2.2.2 ETA Hn

The lower case Greek letter, éta (n, capital letter, H), does not correspond to the

English “n”, but pronounced like the “a” in “gate”. Furthermore, its upper case
letter (H) must not be confused with the English capital letter of “h”, “H”. Read
the following syllables and words aloud as many times as necessary to be able to
recognize the Greek alphabetical letter and its associated phoneme.

wear T], ITQ, O, ®LOT), NOT], YT, YONS

(N-Ta) (a-dm)  (n-0nm) (Yo-ns)

Hear H, HTG, BlKn, aKOn; rlY) rlT1 Tn

(H-to) (&1-kn) (0-ko-1)

wear TS, TNS, TNV, KOKT, NTE, NTI, TNOE
(kakn)  (M-Te) (T (TN-8E)
§2.2.3 NUO Nv

The lower case Greek letter, ni (v, capital letter, N) does not correspond to the
English “v”, but is pronounced like the “n” as in “in”. A Greek alphabetical letter
does not correspond to the English letter “v”. Read the following syllables and
words aloud as many times as necessary to be able to recognize the Greek

alphabetical letter and its associated phoneme.

wear VU, VUV, EV, TEV, ava, avePBnv, dielnv
(x-vox) (a-ve-Bny) (d1-e-Bnv)

wear OCYEV, VXOS, VEOS, TOVT], KIOOV, KEVT

(0-yev) (va-0s) (ve-0s) (To-vm) (k1-Oov) (ke-vm)

vear YEV, YEVVO, VUKTC, VIKT], YEVT], POV

(Yev-vo) (VU-KTQ) (VI-K1) (Ye-vn)
vear YTV, YEVOS, OVOS, YUVT], TNV
(Ye-vos) (0-vos) (Yu-vn)
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http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_2_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_2_drill2.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_2_drill3.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_3_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_3_drill2.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_3_drill3.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_3_drill4.mp3

LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet 2-6
Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Module B)

§2.24 RHO Pp

Neither the lower or upper case Greek letter, rhé (p, capital letter, P),

corresponds to the English “p” or “P”, respectively, but pronounced as the “r’ as
in “roar”. Rhé was probably trilled in ancient Greek (as in Modern Greek), but it
will suffice for the purpose of these lessons to pronounce it as suggested. Read
the following syllables and words aloud as many times as necessary to be able to

recognize the Greek alphabetical letter and its associated phoneme.

vear OKP, YOP, VEKPOS, KO, EPYOV, OPOS

(VE-KpOS) (ep-yoV)  (0-pos)

vear EVEOPX, EPIS, KOPT, OOPT, POpT

(e-ve-Opar) (e-p1s)

wear AOXPK, OPOVK, ONP, KPIVA, TPUK, TPIS

(kpt-vo)

§2.25 CHI XX

Neither the upper or lower case Greek letter, chi (X, capital letter, X), correspond
to the English “X, x”. Chr can be confused with the pronunciation of kappa (K, k)
unless it is remembered that the breath is not entirely cut off with chi. Chris
represented phonetically in English by two letters, “kh”. Read the following
syllables and words aloud as many times as necessary to be able to recognize
the Greek alphabetical letter and its associated phoneme.

vear X1, X0, XOPO, XAPOAV, XPOVOS

(Xo-po) (Xo-paw) (Xpo-vos)
Hear  XT], SOXT], Xappav XAPLlS, XXPnTE
(8o-xn) (Xap-pav) (X0-p1s) (Xo-pn-Te)
vear | PIXOS, TIXOS, EXOPT), EXEL, XOP
(Tpi-xos) (N-Xos) (e-xo-pm)  (e-XEl)
vear OOXT], O1OO(XT], EVOXOS, EXI1OVO
(do-xm) (d1-8a-xm) (E-VvO-X0S) (e-X1-0va)
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http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_4_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_4_drill2.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_4_drill3.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_5_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_5_drill2.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_5_drill3.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_5_drill4.mp3

LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet 2-7
Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Module B)

§2.26 OMEGA (lw

The lower case Greek letter, 6mega (w, capital letter, (1), must not be confused

11 tH] [{Pgt)

with the English “w”. This long vowel is always pronounced as the long “0” in
“tone”. Read the following syllables and words aloud as many times as
necessary to be able to recognize the Greek alphabetical letter and its
associated phoneme.

vear  EYQI, EXQI, XPXCW, KPIVW, OWOEKX
(e-yw) (e-Xw) (ap-Xw) (Kp1-vw) (8w-8e-kar)

wear AYQYT], {lov, wdlvw, wdn, wTIov
(0-y-yn) (0d-01-vew) (2-01) (-T1-0V)

(a-yw) (Xw-p1s) (Xw-pos)
82.3 The Nine Different Greek Letters

Nine lower case Greek letters (all consonants) are very different in appearance
from any English letters. These letters are as follows:

Greek Letter:  ( 0 A uw Em™ o ¢ Y
Greek Name: zéta théta lambda mia xsi pi sigma phi psr
§2.3.1 ZETA LC
The Greek letter, zéta (L, capital letter, Z), is pronounced like the “z” as in “zebra”
when it begins a word. Within a word, zéta is pronounced like “dz” as in “adds”.

Read the following syllables and words aloud as many times as necessary to be
able to recognize the Greek alphabetical letter and its associated phonemes.

wear CN, CNTO, CNTEW, TICK, KTICW, €CNV

Cn-ta)y  (Cn-te-w)  (Ti-Ca)  (kTi-Co) (e-Cnv)
vear YOG, BraCow, Cu, Cuyos, kpalw, kpal
(yo-Ca) (Br-a-Cw) (Cu-yos) (kpa-Cw)
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http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_6_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_6_drill2.mp3
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LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet 2-8
Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Module B)

§2.3.2 THETA ©0

The Greek letter, théta (8, capital letter, ©), is represented phonetically in English
by two letters, “th”. The pronunciation of this letter is always like “th” in “thin” or
“think”, and never as in “thy” or “this”. Read the following syllables and words
aloud as many times as necessary to be able to recognize the Greek
alphabetical letter and its associated phonemes.

wear 0T, ONTa, Og, Beos, Buco, Bupa

(On-To) (Bg-05) (Bu-w)  (Bu-po)

e E0VOS, @av, Bpo, Bpovos, kabus

(s-Bvos) (Bpo-vos) (ko-0cs)

e 0POVCEI, BNplov, ekabnto, opbuas
(Bpo-vw) (Bn-p1-ov) (e-ka-0n-TO) (op-Bws)

e 0B0VN, KIBpa, Qapa, BavaTw
(0-0o-vn) (kt-Ba-par) (Oo-pa) (Bo-va-Tw)

§2.3.3 LAMBDA AA
The Greek letter, lambda (A, capital letter, A), is pronounced like the “I” in “lute”.

Read the following syllables and words aloud as many times as necessary to be
able to recognize the Greek alphabetical letter and its associated phoneme.

near AOXUPBOC, Aeywd, A1Bos, Auw, Aeye

(Aop-Béa) (Ae-yw) (A1-Bos) (Au-w) (Ae-ye)

wer EAANQD, OXAOS, 0AAa, Aoyos

(eA-Aw) (0-xAos) (ocA-A) (A-yos)

vear OEAOVTOS, KOAQ, Karhos, AiBun

(Bg-Aov-Tos) (Ka-Aa) (Ka-Aos) (A1-Bu-n)
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http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_2_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_2_drill2.mp3
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LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet 2-9
Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Module B)

§2.3.4 MO My

The Greek letter ma (u, capital letter, M), is pronounced like the “m” as in “man”.
Read the following syllables and words aloud as many times as necessary to be
able to recognize the Greek alphabetical letter and its associated phoneme.

vear MU, T, BMOE, AIPOS, yoHos, Bnua

(un-Ge) (A1-pos) (Yo-pos) (Bn-por)
wear UNTNP, T1BNU1, Epnuos, Nouos
(Un-TNpE) (T1-6n-w) (E-pn-pos) (No-pos)

wear AP10uOV, YevnBoopev, Aeyousv

(A-p18-pov) (Ye-vn-Beo-pev) (Ae-yo-ev)

e MeToX, BuoaTos, KaunAov, yeptpuvaov

(Me-To) (Bn-Ho-ToS) (ka-um-Aov) (uE-p1-HVCOV)

§2.35 XSI =

[{pal)

The Greek letter, xsT (€, capital letter, =), is pronounced like the “x” in “fox”, or in
“‘axe”, and is represented phonetically as “xs” in English. This consonant is

never pronounced like the “x” as in “xylophone”. Read the following syllables and
words aloud as many times as necessary to be able to recognize the Greek
alphabetical letter and its associated phoneme.

wear Gl EC, egm Ea, vk, Eu, Eulov

(e-E) (Eu-Aov)

wear O, €T, 00E, doLax, ZUAIV

(a-E1-vn) (80-Ea) (Zu-At-va)

wear TOE, TOEOV, TeEN, Taklv, Takls

(To-Eov) (Te-En) (Ta-Ev) (ta-E1s)
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http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_4_drill1.mp3
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LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet 2-10
Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Module B)

§2.3.6 PI Tln

The Greek letter, pr (m, capital letter, TT) is pronounced like the “p” in “party” or
“‘poet”. Read the following syllables and words aloud as many times as
necessary to be able to recognize the Greek alphabetical letter and its
associated phoneme.

wear T, TTO(, TTU, T, TV, €T, TO, TTOAIS

(TT-Vw) (e-Tm1) (To-A1s)

wear  TTOPO, OXTTOYC, AN, ANV, TTe

(Ta-pox) (O-Trat-yw)

war TOTTOV, AUuTr, AuTras, komos, Kot

(To-Trov) (Au-Tre) (Au-Tras) (Ko-Tros) (Ko-1rtow)

hear  OXTTOVT], 0(TTO, TTUp, TUPCQ, TTUPYOV

(So-o-vm) (x-Tr0) (TTU-par) (TTUp-yov)

§2.3.7 SIGMA 2.0s

The Greek letter, sigma (o, capital letter, 2, final form, <) is pronounced like the
“s” in “sit”. Sigma is pronounced like the “s” as in “rose” before the consonants,
B, v, 6 and y (this will be more fully explained in section §4.3.1). Otherwise, both
the medial and final forms of sigma are pronounced the same. Read the
following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately.

v OU, OUV, O€, 0tPBw, On, Ons, ONTwW

(oe-Bo) (on-Trw)

e  OKOAOV, OUKO(, OUKT], OUKNS, KOOKOS

(oko-Aov) (oU-K) (ou-Kkn) (OU-K1s) (ko-OuoSs)
Sounds like “z” before u

ea  TOS, PoTOS, 0xoePn, Acia, XploTos
(Bo-Tos) (a-0e-Pn) (A-o1-a) (Xp1-0T0OS)
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LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet 2-11
Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Module B)

§2.3.8 PHI D¢

The Greek letter, phi ($, capital letter, @), is pronounced like the “ph” in “phone”
or as in “photograph”, and is represented phonetically in English as “ph” or as “f".
Read the following syllables and words aloud as many times as necessary to be
able to recognize the Greek alphabetical letter and its associated phoneme.

e OL, IS, oPls, depwd, TubAos

(0-$15) (be-pw) (Tu-dAos)

near PQOTA, dTWV, PwTICw, oPlv
(boo-Ta) (beo-Twv) (Ooo-T1-Cow) (0-b1v)

vear  KOPIVQOV, BAaodnua, adeAn

(KO-P1-veov) (BAoo-dn-pa) (a-de-An)
near XOP1C, ONut, adeAdos, ypadw
(a-¢p1-Co) (Pn-p) (0-GeA-dos) (Ypo-¢)

§2.39 Psi Yy

The Greek letter, psT (, capital letter, ¥) is pronounced like the “ps” in “lips” or
as in “steps”, and is represented phonetically as “ps” in English. Read the
following syllables and words aloud as many times as necessary to be able to
recognize the Greek alphabetical letter and its associated phoneme.

wear PL, YUXN, YtAos, YaAuos, yndilw

(Yu-xn) (Y1-hos) (YoA-pos) (Yn-¢d1-Cow)
e OKOW, Yuxos, Yuxpos, YoAw
(oKka-\pw) (Yu-xos) (Yu-xpos) (Yo-Aw)
e OALPILS, YpO, BAeyw, Auis
(BA1-is) (Ypo-Yeo) BAe-w) Au-Pis)
e OIS, Yoy, Yoy, Yuxns
(-P1s)  (xw)  (boh-he) (Yu-xms)
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82.4 History of the Greek Alphabet

An exact history of the development of the Greek alphabet is tentative at best
because of its antiquity. The fact that the Greek alphabet derives from an earlier
Semitic script is uncontested. However, the exact source(s) of the Greek
alphabet are controversial. Some scholars theorize it arose from the Proto-
Canaanite and the Phoenician scripts, whereas
other theories include Egypt, Assyria, and Minoan
Crete. In actuality, the antiquity of the Greek
alphabet may be older than originally believed,
exemplified by the potsherd to the right.

The historical development of the Greek language
may be sketched through five eras: Archaic,
Classical, Hellenistic, Byzantine, and finally,
Modern Greek. The alphabet is one of the few
linguistic elements that remained essentially
unchanged between the Classical and Modern
Greek Eras, although the pronunciation of its
letters has evolved throughout the centuries.

From the shape of ancient Greek letters, many

scholars believe the Greeks adopted the shape, The potsherd above is
dated 5500-6000 BC. It

order, and names from the Phoenician alphabet. In was recovered at the islet
support of this, in the fifth century BC, the Greek Yura of Northern Sporades.
historian, Herodotus, called the Greek letters The Greek letters Alpha,
phoinichéia grammata (ovixnia ypoauuaT), Upsilon af;d EIDGTE. can bi

. p - ” : . recognized. Is this proo
which means, Phoenlglanlletters . It is believed that the Greek alphabet
that the alphabet was first introduced to Greece predates the Phoenician
during the late ninth century BC by the alphabet?

Phoenicians. The Phoenicians were merchant

traders from Lebanon, who had colonies

throughout the Mediterranean, including Cyprus. Because of mutual interests,
the Phoenicians encountered the ancient Greeks, principally the Minoan and the
Mycenaean peoples, and cultural diffusion took place, most importantly, the
dissemination of their alphabet.

The Archaic Greek alphabet went under transformation with the alteration of

some Phoenician consonants into vowels. Unlike the later Classical Greek
alphabet, which contains vowels and consonants, the Phoenician alphabet only
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had consonant letters. The Greeks phonemically altered some of the Phoenician
consonants into vowels. For example, the Phoenician letter, ‘aleph (which is a
glottal stop consonant), became alpha (a vowel sound). The first vowels were
alpha, epsilon, idta, omikron, and upsilon (copied from waw). Eventually, 6mega
was introduced as a long “0” sound.

Greek thus became the first known alphabet in the world with letters for both
vowels and consonants, and thus the first phonetic alphabet. Many alphabets
that contain vowels, notably the Roman and Cyrillic alphabets, are ultimately
derived from the Greek alphabet. Because the Roman alphabet is the foundation
for Western European languages, and the Cyrillic alphabet for Eastern European
languages (and even the Scandinavian Runic alphabet), this makes the Greek
alphabet the parent alphabet for all modern European alphabets. The oldest
surviving alphabetic inscriptions are written using this new system and date from
the late eighth century BC.

The small clay tablet shown left was
found among the ruins of the ancient
city of Ugarit in 1948, located near the
modern Syrian coast. Ugarit flourished
from 1400 to 1200 B.C. The tablet is
part of a collection of over three
hundred clay tablets that have thus far
been found. Interestingly, most of the
tablets recovered are mythological
texts. However, this one was an abecedarian. The artifact was most probably created by an apprentice
scribe practicing his ABC’s (hence, an “abecedarian”). However, three characters appear to be missing.
This clay tablet is an example of an ancient alphabet, one which is very different from the Greek alphabet.

During its evolution, the Greek alphabet also developed three new aspirate
consonants that were appended to the end of the alphabet. These consonants
were phi, chi, and psi. These consonants were mainly to make up for the lack of
aspirates in the Phoenician alphabet.

Other consonants were used, and then disappeared. For example, the letter,
san, was used at variance with sigma. The letters, waw (latter called digamma)
and goppa disappeared too, the former used in the western Greek dialects.

At first, there were a number of different versions and variants of the Greek

alphabet (see next page). These differences were probably due to geographical
isolation between Greek city-states including lonia, Athens, Corinth, Argos, and
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wpsilen VY  FVY FVY FVY FVY Yo
phi ¢ ¢O ¢O O O D9

lonia Athens Corinth Argos Euboea Modern
aha  AA  AA  AA  AA AA Aux
poka B B 1N L B BB
S | gamma T A <C M <KC Ty
H | deita A A A D b Ad
S | epsion RE  RE B RE KE Ee
3 digamma [N (N RF R
= | zew I T E T E @ZF
§ eta BH H mn
@ | hea BHH H©HH HH HH
S| na GRO0 BR0 R0 BRO GR®O 66
S | iom 1 | $ 1 1 I
L | kappa K K K K K Kk
S|l M L M F L AL
Sl i MM MM MM MM MM Mp
L‘uel w MN MN MN MN MN Ny
x | o« ¥ ¥ ¥ X =
O | omkon O O O O O 0o
FAR A L L I I LI O
S | g M M M
S| kopp @ ? ? Q Q
g e PD PR PR PR P Pp
c | sioma % pS s S Tiog
2 | T T T T T T=x
S
£
S

chi X X X X YV Xg
psi YV YV Vv L o v
omega Q Q ()]
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Euboea. These different Greek alphabets are called epichorical alphabets,
alphabets peculiar to a particular district or region. Although there are many
differences between these epichorical alphabets, enough similarities exist to
suggest the Greeks adopted the Phoenician alphabet once and then fractured
rapidly into local variants, rather than each city-state adopting the Phoenician
alphabet multiple times.

At one time, the alphabet in Greece consisted of twenty-seven letters. Three of
these letters, koppa, stigma, and sampi, used for special mathematical symbols,
became extinct. With the extinction of these letters, the alphabet was eventually
trimmed to the same twenty-four letters which are used today.

From the beginning, Greek letters were written right-to-left horizontally. This was
natural since their alphabetical letters opened to the left like their parent Semitic
alphabet. However, as the alphabet evolved, the early Greeks adopted an
unusual practice of writing every second row in the opposite direction. The
Greeks alternated the direction of the letters with every line; first running left-to-
right, then right-to-left. This form of early Greek writing, known as boustrophedon
(BOUOTpoq)nSév, “ox-turning”), resembles the path of an ox-drawn plough across
a field.

MeAMaPEMaME o kE MRKBC otolioXkalP BIToPHAE IS

T4 1Aka33 003 SO R oXoill3ora ATOTOB A
By o7 ¥ioeXoth

This is a very early Greek boustrophedon inscription, dating around 650 BC. The text runs from left-to-
right, then doubling back to run from right-to-left, making the orientation of the letter dependent on
the direction of writing. The asymmetrical characters are flipped (mirrored), and the in-between
letters written either way. This style of writing altered the form of many of the letters: written from
left-to-right they reproduce the original form as seen in a mirror.

An example of boustrophedon style of writing may be found in the modern city of
Gortys in Crete, where the laws of the city were carved on a wall in this unique
method, which are still visible today. Around the fifth century BC, the practice
changed to the direction of writing the alphabet on horizontal lines running only
left-to-right, which continues to the present day.
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The Classical or the Hellenistic Period extends from about 750 BC to 350/330
BC. The Classical Period began with Homer because the lliad and the Odyssey,
hexameter poems centering on the Trojan War and anciently attributed to the
lonian poet Homer, constitute the earliest examples of Greek literature.

As an overview, during the Classical Period, the alphabet may be divided into
two alphabet-types: Western Greek and Eastern Greek. The difference between
these two different alphabet-types differed in the way of writing a few of the
letters. The Eastern alphabet later developed into Classical and Byzantine
Greek (as well as Cyrillic, Gothic, Coptic, Armenian and Georgian). The Western
family led to the creation of the Italic, Etruscan, and Roman varieties.

During the Classical Period, different dialects developed in different regions, as
mentioned before, each of which had its own significance for the history of the
language. The most influential dialect, however, was the one spoken in and
around the region of Athens. This dialect is called, Attic Greek. Along with the
lonic dialect, the dialect spoken mainly in the Greek city-states directly across the
Aegean Sea from Athens, these two exerted significant influence on each other
as the preferred forms of the language for oratory and philosophical prove,
eventually producing a dialect now called Attic-lonic. Much of the great Greek
literature was written in this dialect. Athens’ long list of great writers and
philosophers includes such names as those of the tragic poets, Aeschylus,
Sophocles, and Euripides; the comic poet, Aristophanes; the historians,
Thucydides and Xenophon; Plato and Aristotle, philosophers; and the orator
Demosthenes. Generally speaking, “Classical Greek” is Attic Greek.

Gradually, the different Greek epichorical alphabets moved toward uniformity. In
403 BC, Athens adopted the lonic alphabet of Miletus as its official alphabet.
The rest of the mainland followed Athens’ standard, that by the middle of the
fourth century BC, almost all the other epichorical alphabets disappeared. The
Modern Greek capital letters are almost identical to those of the lonic alphabet.
The minuscule, or lower case letters, first appeared sometime during or after the
eighth century AD, which developed from the Byzantine minuscule script.

Alexander the Great himself was schooled in Attic Greek. In connection with the
spread of his dominion, this dialect became modified by the languages with
which it came into contact. The new dialect became the kotvn SiaAekTos, or
“‘common dialect” of the world.
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The Koiné Period extends from 330 BC to the building of Byzantium by
Constantine in 330 AD. Koiné Greek was the dialect in which the Septuagint
translation of the Hebrew Scriptures were made, translated in Alexandria in 280
BC by seventy scholars (hence, “Septuagint). The histories of Polybius, the
discourses of Epictetus, and the Greek New Testament also date from this
period.

Because of the conquests of Alexander the Great (336-323 BC) the language
underwent further changes. Alexander carried the Attic-lonic form of the
language, along with Greek culture more generally, far into the Near East where
it became the standard language of commerce and government, existing along
side many local languages. Greek was normally adopted as a second language
by the native people of these regions and was ultimately transformed into what
has come to be called the Hellenistic Koiné or common Greek.

The letters of the Greek alphabet, supplemented with three supernumerary
letters, were used since at least the third century BC as numerals. The first nine
letters of the alphabet stood for the digits, the obsolete digamma being retained
for “6”, and the remaining letters for tens and hundreds, the obsolete koppa being
retained for “90”, and the obsolete sampi for “900”. Written with a tick or a
horizontal line above the letter to indicate that it is to be understood as a number,
the letters of the alphabet have the following values:

o =1 n =8 £ =60 v’ =400
B =2 6 =9 0 =70 ¢’ =500
Y =3 N ™ =80 X =600
8 =4 K' =20 Q" =90 J' =700
£ =5 A =30 p =100 w’ =800
Forc’' =6 " =40 o =200 2 =900
=7 V' =50 T =300 o =1000

Diacritical markings were first introduced to the alphabet during the second
century BC by Aristophanes of Byzantium (257-180 BC). Aristophanes was the
successor to Eratosthenes as head of the Alexandrian Library. These diacritical
marks were added for phonetic purposes, making Greek words easier to learn to
pronounce by foreigners. These diacritical markings are divided into two types:
breathing marks and accents.
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There were two breathing marks. Words beginning with a vowel or rhé had a
breathing mark, either smooth or rough. A right-facing mark (which looks like a
single closing quotation mark) was called a “rough breathing mark”, and indicated
that aspiration was associated with the letter. A left-facing mark (which looks like
a single opening quotation mark) was called a “smooth breathing mark”, and
indicated that there was no aspiration (“h”) associated with the letter. In 1982,
the diacritical markings representing breathings (which were not widely used
after 1976), were officially abolished by presidential decree.

Similar to breathing marks, Greek accents are associated with vowels and
diphthongs, but never with rhé. Also like breathing marks, accents were
employed later than NTGreek times by copyists of Greek manuscripts to assist in
the pronunciation of Greek words by those to whom the language was foreign.
Since the Second Century BC, Greek words were commonly accented with one
of three possible accents: the acute, grave, or the circumflex. The three accents
that were used in Greek were one of pitch (tonal accent) rather than one of stress
(dynamic accent).

When Greek was written for native Greek readers, or for those well acquainted
with the language, the accent and breathing marks were normally omitted (just as
English accent marks omitted for English readers). In papyri and the earlier
uncial manuscripts, the accent and breathing marks are rare and sporadic. By
the seventh century, scribes tend to introduce accent and breathing marks in
greater numbers. By the ninth century, they were universally used in uncial and
minuscule manuscripts.

Finally, in Ancient Greek, in some cases when iota appeared after certain vowels
(a diphthong), it was written with a subscript iota under the vowel instead. This
was called an iota subscript. These do not occur in Modern Greek.

82.5 The Greek Alphabet Revisited

The importance in learning the Greek letters is not only to recite perfectly their
alphabetical sequence, but more importantly, to learn the different phoneme(s)
associated with each Greek letter. The Greek alphabetical sequence only
represents a convenient arrangement in conventional order to learn these
different phonemes. Before pressing forward to the next lesson, know how to
pronounce the twenty-four Greek alphabetical letters flawlessly, the foundation
for Greek phonics—the principal focus of lessons three through five.
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o)

Alphabetical Character

)

Short Phoneme (The a as in "dad")

]

Long Phoneme (The a as in "father")

o

Alphabetical Character

s

Phoneme (The b as in "ball")

o

Alphabetical Character

o

Phoneme (The g as in "got")

o

Alphabetical Character

o

Phoneme (The d as in "dog")

o

Alphabet Character

«{

Phoneme (The e as in "net")

NrEI&B 2

o

Alphabet Character

o)

Phoneme (initial; like the "z" in "gaze".)

b

Phoneme (medial or final; like the "dz" in "adz".)
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*ﬂ Alphabet Character

41] Alphabetical Character
‘j Phoneme (The e as in "obey".)

*Il Phoneme (The th as in "thin".)

‘ﬂ Alphabet Character

‘I Short Phoneme (The i as in "hit".)

" Long Phoneme (The i as in "machine".)

1# Alphabet Character

K

— | sff} Phoneme (The k as in "kin".)

‘i Phoneme (The | as in "lot".)

*ﬁ Alphabet Character

Q ? *Il Alphabet Character

‘l Phoneme (The m as in "man".
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o)

Alphabet Character

el

Phoneme (The n as in "new".)

Alphabet Character

Phoneme (The x as in "axe".)

Alphabet Character

Phoneme (The ough as in "ought".)

Alphabet Character

Phoneme (The p as in "party".)

Alphabet Character

Initial Position Phoneme
(with aspiration) (The rh as in "rhino".)

Medial Position Phoneme
(without aspiration) (The r as in "ride".)

el = e

Alphabet Character

Unvoiced Phoneme (The s as in "sit".)

Voiced Phoneme (The s as in "is".)
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41] Alphabet Character

T

‘j Phoneme (The t as in "talk".)

*ﬂ Alphabet Character

1' Short Phoneme (The u as in "put".)

‘j Long Phoneme (The u as in "lute".)

*ﬂ Alphabet Character

*I Phoneme (The ph as in "phone".)

1# Alphabet Character

w) Phoneme (The ch as in "chemist".)

*ﬂ Alphabet Character

‘j Initial Phoneme (The ps as in "psalms".)

‘I Medial or Final Phoneme (The ps as in "lips".)

‘tl Alphabet Character

QW

‘j Phoneme (The o as in "note".)
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Study Guide

The Greek Alphabet
Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Module B)

Phonology (Part 2)

Exercise One: Pronunciation Practice. Practice writing the following Greek
letter combinations several times. Most of these examples were taken from the
lesson. While forming the Greek letters, say their names aloud several times.
The accompanying MP3 audio files pronounce the letters together.

Hear (Set One)

10(B

2. B(XT
5 TOOE
4 KOTO

5 BlK
6. 615

Hear (Set Two)

7. 01

8. Pot
9. KUT
10. KUB
11. 00T

12. r0(5

© Dr. William D. Ramey « Phonology (Part 2) NTGreek In Session


http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/sg2_set1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/sg2_set2.mp3

LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet 2-24
Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Module B)

Hear (Set Three)
13. y13
14. 0N

15. OIKT)
16. Bov

17. TNV

18. YE\)

19. KOPT

20. KOAO

Hear (Set Four)
21. YO
22. EXW
23. ()
24. TICOx
25. yoCo
26. Beos

27. ¢Bvog

28. \oyos
29. aAAo
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Hear (Set Five)

30. UV

31. eBep
32. Sog
33. 0OEQ

34. vug

35 TTX

36. OTTO

37. ﬂup

Hear (Set Six)

38. OF

39. ONS
40. QUK
41. 1

42. GuUAn
43. Onut
44. N

45. PoAw
46. DA
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Exercise Two: Similarities and dissimilarities of the Greek-English letters.
Below is a brief review of the similarities and the dissimilarities between the
Greek and English letters. Listen to the audio files with your eyes closed, while
at the same time imagining what the Greek letters look like.

LR

Never call a Greek letter by what it looks like in English. Remember, in
order to learn Greek effectively, you must not translate, but read Greek
for what it is—a different language than English.

1. There are ten Greek letters that appear very close to their English
counterparts.

Hear

Aax | BB d Ee |1

K Oo S TT U

How many of these letters are vowels? . Which vowels may
be pronounced both long and short? , , and
Which two vowels are always short? ,

Which letter is written as a figure “8” laid on its side and opened on the
right?

Which letter is never dotted?
Which letter crosses, then its curve drops down below the line?
Which letter has a “tail” that extends below the line?

Which letters have capitals that are very different from their small letters?
: , and

. Which letter has as its capital letter >7?

. Which letter has as its capital letter Y?

Which letter has as its capital letter A?
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2. Six deceptively looking Greek letters appear to be like English letters, but are
not. These letters will prove difficult unless learned well.

Hear

Yy | n| v Pp|Xx| w

Which letter are vowels? ~~ and
Which letter sounds like the English “r’?

Which letter sounds like the English “g”?

Which letter sounds like the English “n”?

Which letter sounds like “0” (long “0”)?

Which small letter has a capital that looks like a horseshoe?
Which letter sounds like “€” (long “a”)?

Which small letter has as its capital N?

Which small letter has as its capital ['?

Which small letter has as its capital H?

[13 ”

Gamma is pronounced as the hard “g” as in “go”, and never as the soft

3 ”»

g’ asin

Which letter sounds like something you use to unlock your door?

. Which letter sounds like something you do to a boat?

Which letter sounds like the English word “new”?
Finish spelling the following names of the Greek letters:

gam ét rh ome n ch
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3. There are nine Greek letters very different from any English letters.

Hear

LI ©6 AN Mp |ZE
Mm 20 |0 Yy

a. Which letter has a final form?

b. Which letter looks like a cactus?

c. Which four Greek letters are represented phonetically in English by two
letters? : , , and

Exercise Three: Transposition. Transpose all the following Greek capital
letters into their corresponding small letters, using the space provided.

TAXIN KOZMON
2O THPO2 AITPA
NY= KAAQN
ATATTOZIN YYXH
OEO2 AMTTEAOZ
OYAAKH XAPIZMA

Exercise Four: True and False Questions. Choose whether the statement is
true or false.

1. The fact that the Greek alphabet derives from an earlier Semitic script is
uncontested. True False

2. The capital letter for 8is A. True False
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3. The capital letter forvis U. True False
4. The capital letter for yis[. True False
5. The Greek dialect spoken in ancient Athens was Attic. True False

6. The Greek alphabetical characters never changed in shape from the time of
Archaic Greek to Modern Greek. True False

7. The Greek alphabetical characters never changed in pronunciation from the
time of the Classical Period to Modern Greek. True False

8. No examples of boustrophedon style of Greek writing exits. True False

9. Aristophanes of Byzantium is attributed of introducing diacritical markings in
connection with the Greek alphabet. True False

10. The Greek letters were used as numbers, written with a tick or a horizontal
line above the letter. True False

11. During the Classical Period, the Greek alphabet may be divided into two
alphabet-types: Eastern and Western Greek. True False

12. In 403 BC, Athens adopted the lonic alphabet of Miletus as its official
alphabet. True False

Exercise Five: Multiple Choice. Choose the best answer.

1. Examples of Greek epichorical alphabets are:

a. Thucydides and Xenophon c. Cyrillic and Gothic
b. lonia and Euboea d. Classical and Koiné

2. At the time of the Classical Period, the Greek alphabet contained how many
Greek letters?

a. twenty-four c. twenty-eight
b. twenty d. twenty-seven
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3. Which letters became extinct from the Greek alphabet?

a. alpha and koppa c. Stigma and sampr
b. gamma and delta d. omikron and diagamma

4. How many consonants are there in the Modern Greek alphabet?

a. fourteen c. sixteen
b. fifteen d. seventeen

5. How many Greek vowels are always pronounced short?

a. two c. four
b. three d. five

6. Which alphabet became the first alphabet which contained both vowels and
consonants?

a. Greek c. English
b. German d. Phoenician

7. The capital letters of the Modern Greek alphabet are almost identical to which
ancient Greek epichorical alphabet?

a. Corinth c. lonic
b. Argos d. Corinth

Having examined and practiced saying and writing the entire Greek alphabet, it
may continue to seem strange for a little while longer. This is natural and is to be
expected. The reason is because the Greek alphabet has several different
symbols to represent different sounds than in English. However, if you discipline
yourself to study the Greek alphabet, you will soon know it very well.
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