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86.0 Introduction

Every language has its own distinctive means by which to communicate
ideas. If English is the native language, then communicating in English is
natural because its distinctiveness is understood. What constitutes the
English language unique among the other languages of the world is its
method of expressing its ideas as it relates to unique syntax, grammar and
vocabulary. All other languages or systems of expressing concepts are
foreign unless having gained some familiarity with them.

The method of expressing ideas within a language is integrated into its
complete linguistic organization. English has its linguistic orderliness, as
does Greek. What differentiates Greek from English, however, is Greek’s
distinctive precision of expressing word relationships with other words.
This is accomplished in Greek by a highly organized system of inflection.

Most Greek words are composed of stems that modify in various ways
according to their grammatical function in the sentence. The system of
different but related forms is the language’s morphology, which in Greek is
principally a matter of different prefixes and suffixes attached to the stem
of a word. A well-developed inflected language dramatically reduces
grammatical ambiguities that a partially inflected language such as English
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inherently possesses. This difference alone merits learning NTGreek.
Grammatical precision was vital for transmission of theological truth as
articulated by the NTGreek

authors. The Greek language is one of the

, _ , most highly inflected languages in
Lesson Six begins a multi-part the world. This assures the least
series exploring the Greek grammatical ambiguities when
inflected nominal system. Among reading the Greek New Testament.

other parts of speech, nouns,
adjectives, pronouns, and
pronominal adjectives share inflectional characteristics and patterns, and
so constitute part of the nominal system. It is essential to gain a thorough
familiarity with the Greek full range of nominal morphological forms in order
to be a proficient reader of NTGreek.

86.1 Introduction to the Greek Inflectional System

Inflection refers to the spelling changes words undergo in accordance
with their grammatical function in a sentence. Inflection in nominal forms is
called declension, and for verbs, conjugation. The word inflection is
derived from a Latin verb (< inflecto), meaning, “l bend”. Inflected words
are “bent” or altered from the simplest form (stem) by changes to the stem
of the word, or by changes caused by the addition of affixes.

English has a limited inflectional system that includes words or parts of
words that are arranged in formally similar sets consisting of a stem and

” 13

various affixes. Thus “walking”, “walks”, and “walker” have in common the
stem “walk” and the affixes “-ing”, “s”, and “-er”. An inflectional affix carries
certain grammatical restrictions with it; for example, with the plural
inflection “-s”, a change from singular to plural in the noun “boy/boys”
requires a change in the verb form from singular to plural: “the boy is tall,”
“the boys are tall.” Sometimes, plural inflection is indicated by internal
spelling changes as in “man/men” and “foot/feet”, and at other times,

indistinguishable except by context: “moose/moose” and “deer/deer”.

Similarly, Greek is inflectional, but to a higher degree than English.
Although Greek contains uninflected parts of speech, most undergo
inflection. These parts of speech, including nouns, pronouns, adjectives,
verbs, participles, and the article (“the”) have different forms to indicate
gender (masculine, feminine, and neuter), number (singular or plural), and
function (direct address, subject, possession, and indirect and direct
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object). Without careful study, one becomes bewildered by the complexity
of the Greek inflectional system. There is not a grammar in existence that
can remove the diligent study necessary to learn their inflectional system.
If advertised otherwise, they are selling something.

Essentially, the term “nominal system” is the overarching term which
includes nouns, pronouns (personal, demonstrative, relative, reflexive,
interrogative, reciprocal, possessive, and emphatic), adjectives, numerals,
and not least, the (definite) article.

However, before introducing the Greek inflectional system, it is essential
first to grasp the concept of inflection. This will be accomplished by
distinguishing how a noun may function differently within sentences. A
noun is a word which names or designates a person, thing, or quality.
Essentially, it is an appellation. The English word “noun” is derived from
the Latin nomen, which means “a name”.

Although English has a limited inflectional system, it is sentence order, not
inflection, that primarily determines how words function in a sentence.
Consider the two following sentences.

“An apostle sees the man.” “The man sees an apostle.”

These two declarative sentences contain identical words; however, they
convey very different meanings. The divergent meanings are determined
by the relationship in each sentence that the nouns “apostle” and “man”
sustain with the verb “sees”. Although the spelling of these nouns did not
change to reflect their different function (i.e., either subject [performer of
the action of the verb] or object [receiver of the action of the verb]), their
function changed according to their placement in the sentence order.

Consistent with English language structure, the subject precedes the verb,
and the object follows the verb. Word order is so vital in English that very
little flexibility is permitted. For example, “Sees an apostle the man”, or
“The man an apostle sees” is non-sensible because English’s linguistic
orderliness does not permit it. This is not true in Greek because of the
genius of inflection.

Let us now examine the same declarative sentences in Greek.
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isten  0TTOOTONOS PBAETEl Tov avBpcotov

apostle sees the man
Subiect Verb Direct Obiect

Notice that the last consonant of these
two Greek words is different!

The noun, “apostle” (dTooTolos) is the subject of the sentence.

However, it is not the subject because it occurs before the verb (as in
English), but because of its inflected form (the final sigma denotes this).
Likewise, the object of the verb (“sees”) is “man” (avBpcatov), not because
it follows the verb, but because of its inflected form (the final ni denotes
this). This same sentence would make good sense in Greek if its word
order be changed in any of the following ways:

) ’ b / \ bl
listen 1) BAemel amootolos Tov avBpwtmov

(
isten  (2) TTOOTOAOS Tov avBpcatrov PBAeTel
isten  (3) Tov avBpwaov amooTohos PBAemel
(4) BAemer Tov avbpwomov amooToAOS
(

5) Tov avBpwmov PAEmel amocTolos

listen

All the examples above are possible in Greek. The first, however, follows
normal Greek sentence word order (subject typically follows the verb).

In most instances, changing English sentence order to reflect the Greek
author’s original authorial intent would be catastrophic. However, because
Greek indicates the function of a noun according to inflection, sentence
order is not as crucial. It should be noted, however, that Greek sentence
order is not completely free. For example, in all the above Greek
examples, the definite article, Tov, always occurred before avBpcov.

When elements are moved from their “normal” sentence order, prominence
is placed upon that element. This is the genius of inflection. Thus,

Tov avBpatov (the direct object of B)\énel) in examples 3 and 5 is
especially emphasized because it is moved out of its normal sentence
order (normally after the verb) and placed first in the sentence, although
this is undetectable when translated into English! The same is true
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concerning amooTolos (the subject of the verb, BAeTe1) in example 2,
because it is “fronted” (moved forward) in the sentence.

Conversely, “man” can be made the subject and “apostle” the object in the
sentence by inflecting the nouns respectively to indicate their grammatical
function in the sentence.

isen  ovBpcoTos BAETEl TOV  ATOOTOAOV

f man sees \ the apostle \
Subiect \ Verb / Direct Obiject

Notice that the function of these two Greek words
was changed according to the word’s inflection.
The subject of the sentence again ends with the
consonant olypa, and the direct object, vi.

Once again, because of inflection, the sentence order may be rearranged
to emphasize different elements within this declarative sentence.

1) BAemel Tov amocTolov GavBpoTos
2) avBpwTos Tov amooTohov PBAeTel

listen (
(

isten  (3) TOV amooToAov avbpwmos BAeTel
(
(

listen

4) BAemel Tov amooTolov avbpwmos
5) Tov amooTtohov PBAemel avbpwotos

listen

listen

Numerous instances can be cited from the Greek New Testament wherein
a literary emphasis is intended by its sentence order. For example, Luke
in his prologue (1:1-4) emphasizes the word “certainty” (acdadeia) by
placing it last in the sentence. Future lessons will underscore this
deliberate and significant literary device. Although English sentence order
is inflexible due to its inherent linguistic parameters, those who continue to
learn NTGreek will gain appreciation of being able to read God’s Word
without the interference of a translation.

Greek plural subjects and plural direct objects are also inflected. Whereas
their function in the sentence remains the same, a spelling change occurs
to indicate the plural. Let us look at an example where both the subject
and the direct object are in the plural form.
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b / / \ b /7
isen  aTMOOTOAOl  [BAETOUCI Tous avBpcaTous

/4 apostles see \ the /1 men

Subiect Verb Direct Obiect

Notice that the last consonant of the plural subject changed to i6ta, whereas
the plural direct object changed to upsilon + sigma. The spelling of the verb
also changed from BA¢e1 to PAemouat to indicate the grammatical change
from a singular subject to a plural subject, as well as the spelling of the
definite article from Tov to Tous to indicate the plural direct object. Did you
notice how the definite article ending corresponds to the noun it modifies?

Like their singular counterparts, the sentence order may be rearranged to
convey an author’s particular emphasis within this declarative sentence.

isten (1) BAéTToUCt Tous avBpadTTous GmOGTOAO!
isten  (2) 6TTOOTOAOI Tous avbpcdmous PAgmTouat
isten  (3) Tous ovBpdTous amooTolol PBAEmouat
(4) BAerouol Tous avbpadTTous aTOGTOANO!
(

\ b 4 4 bJ 4
5) Tous ovBpwmous PAemouct amooToAol

listen

listen

Thus far, it has been shown that Greek nouns are inflected to indicate their
grammatical function, irrespective of sentence order. Another way of
saying this is that, when a particular suffix is applied to the ending of a
Greek noun, it determines its case, or its grammatical function in the
sentence (cf. §6.2). The English term “case” derives its origin from the
Latin verb cado, “I fall”’, by way of the noun casus, “a falling”.

Every declinable word in the nominal system, such as a noun, pronoun,
adjective, article, or numeral, inflects for case. Case establishes the
function of a word in relation to the verb or to other parts of the sentence,
and inflection determines the case. Almost sixty percent of all words in
NTGreek use case endings. The basis for learning the Greek nominal
system, therefore, is to master their case system!

Before examining the Greek case system, four matters need to be briefly
addressed about all substantives: their number, gender, stem and
declension. The word substantive refers to any word or word group that
functions as a noun.
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86.1.1 Number

As in English, there are two numbers in NTGreek: singular and plural.
Number is that quality of a noun which indicates whether it is singular or
plural. English nouns often indicate plurality by adding a sound at the end
of a word: dog, dogs; book, books; wall, walls. Likewise, Greek nouns
indicate a change in a word’s number by different endings: avBpcmos
(man), avBpcatol (men); aTocTolos (apostle), amrooTolol (apostles).

In an earlier period of Greek, there was another number in addition to the
singular and plural, the dual. The dual indicated two of something (two
eyes, two feet, etc.) rather than referring to three or more. The dual died
out during the Hellenistic Era, with no trace of it found in NTGreek.

86.1.2 Gender

The three genders in NTGreek are masculine, feminine, and neuter (the
term “neuter” means “neither” in Latin). In English, only third person
singular pronouns (“he”, “she”, “it”) and certain other nouns referring to
persons (man, woman, steward, stewardess) have gender. For the most
part, English nouns are regarded as neuter or simply lacking in gender. In
contrast, all Greek nouns have gender, despite the fact that they do not
always indicate sex. It is very important for a variety of reasons to know
the gender of each noun as it is learned. The gender for every noun will
be identified in the vocabulary list that follows each lesson.

Greek nouns are not inflected for gender as they are for number and their
grammatical function in the sentence. Every noun has a particular gender
that is retained under all conditions. For example, the nouns mous (“foot”)
and SakTulos (“finger”) are always masculine, whether or not they refer to
parts of a man’s body. Similarly, xeip (“hand”) and kedpadr] (“head”) are
feminine, whether or not they refer to parts of a woman’s body.

Most Greek words referring to persons have the grammatical gender that
corresponds to their sex. However, this is not to say the three genders,
masculine, feminine and neuter are synonymous with the terms male sex,
female sex, and sexless. Men and women do not have gender, they have
sex. What is to be underscored is that the words for “man” and “woman” in
Greek (as in many other languages) have gender, but not sex.
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Many times, little rational reason exists for a particular gender for a Greek
word. We cannot conclude, for instance, that the Greeks thought “wisdom”
was a uniquely feminine trait because the noun, oocbia, is a feminine noun;
for their word, “foolishness” (uwpl1a) is also feminine. Therefore, gender of
nouns must be learned and mastered when introduced in the vocabulary
list at the end of this and future lessons.

The grammatical categories, “masculine”, “feminine”, and
“neuter” give rise to confusion. These terms were introduced in
the fifth century B.C. by Protagoras of Abdera, a grammarian
and the first self-proclaimed “sophist”. It is best to remember
that gender is a grammatical category, not a physiological
one. Thus, gender does not necessarily correspond to a word’s
natural sex. For instance, kopaaiov is neuter, and means “little
girl”; mo1dapiov, means “little boy” and is neuter. In many
instances, gender in Greek is only grammatical.

LR

Many categories are naturally designated according to gender.
For example, most names of winds, rivers, and months are
masculine; the names of countries, islands, towns, trees and
abstract nouns (like “love” and “truth”) are feminine; and the
names of fruits are neuter. Some nouns may be either
masculine or feminine such as o 8sos (“God/god”) and 1) 6eos
(“goddess”). These nouns are said to be of common gender.

86.1.3 Stem. The Greek nominal system is based on word stems that
remain constant when various suffixes modify the word’s grammatical
function in the sentence. This is accomplished in Greek by an intricate
organized system of inflection that is inextricably linked to the study and
eventual mastery of the NTGreek case system (see below, §6.2).
Whereas case endings determine the noun’s function, the stem carries the
basic meaning of the word.

86.1.4 Declension. Because Greek indicates word function by means of
inflected endings, Greek nouns (as well as all nominal forms) may be
classified according to the manner in which their endings change into one
of three declensions. Ancient grammarians grouped substantives into
one of these three declensions according to their similar patterns. The
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designations for these three distinct declensions are simply the first
declension, the second declension and the third declension.

@ The English word, “declension”, is derived from the Latin verb,
declino, referring to the declining, falling, or inflection of the endings
of a substantive according to its different usages in a sentence.
Furthermore, a substantive is said to be fully declined when all the
forms that represent its various functions are cited (cf. §6.5).

86.1.41 A noun’s declension is determined by its stem termination. A
stem will end with either a vowel (first and second declension) or a
consonant (third declension). Except for “common nouns”, all nouns
inflected in the same way, or in much the same way, belong to one these
declensions. The difference between these declensions is a matter of
form, not function, in the same way that “men” and “books” are both plural
nouns despite differences in the formation of their plural.

86.1.42 Declensions and paradigms. Each of the three declensions
consists of a group of similar paradigms. A paradigm is an orderly
arrangement of all the possible inflected forms of a word, and serves as
the model for all other words that fit the inflectional pattern. The term is
derived from the Greek noun Tapadetyua, “pattern”. The words used in
this lesson to illustrate the paradigm for all (uncontracted) second
declension masculine nouns are avBpwos and aocTolos (§6.1.421),
although any of the other four hundred plus masculine nouns of the same
declension and paradigm would have served just as well. At first,
paradigms may seem intimidating. However, Greek builds words in
regular patterns. What is encouraging is that, if the paradigm of the Greek
(definite) article is memorized and one other paradigm, and the eight rules
that govern the inflection of substantives, then the
nominal inflectional system is essentially mastered.
Guaranteed!

The relationship which a declension and its related
paradigms sustains with one another may be like taking
a deck of cards and separating the spades, hearts,
clubs, and diamonds into four different stacks. Although
each stack has the same number of face and numbered
cards, they are distinct from each other because of their suit. These
stacks represent the different declensions (albeit there are only three
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declensions). These stacks in turn could be subdivided again by
separating and grouping the face and numbered cards of each suit. In like
manner, paradigms are subdivisions of a declension, being divided
according to similar inflected endings.

§6.1.421 Structure of a paradigm. The paradigms below for avBpcatos
and amooTolos are like all substantive paradigms, because they all follow
a consistent pattern. For the most part, case endings are simply appended
to a noun’s stem. In these paradigms, avepoorro and aocToAo are the
stems. Stems are never accented; however, the appropriate breathing
marks are indicated. The inflected endings are represented in red for
easier identification.

For information sake, in addition to the basic paradigm, the nominative
singular with its abbreviated genitive singular is cited above the chart along
with its article to indicate its gender; in these instances, the gender of both
nouns is masculine (indicated by the masculine [definite] article, o).

avBpwos, -ou, 6 (man, humankind) avBpw O + case ending

n-2a Singular Plural
Nominative | avBpwTos avBpaatrol

" Genitive | avBpcdTou avBpadTeov
@ Dative | avBpcdTTe) avBpwdTols
© | Accusative | &vBpcoov avBpcdtous
Vocative | avBpcoTre avBpcatrol

c’xrréoro)\os, -0v, o) (apostle) ATTOOTOMO + case ending

n-2a Singular Plural
Nominative | A TTOGTONOS A TOoTOAOI

" Genitive | aTToGTOAOU ATTOGTOAV
2 Dative | G TTOOTOAG QO TTOGTOAOIS
© [ Accusative | &TGGTONOV ATTOGTONOUS
Vocative | A TTOOTOAE A TOoTOAOI
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86.1.422 Paradigm nomenclature. Both paradigms are designated by a
unique nomenclature according to its declensional—paradigm pattern. In
both examples, “n-2a” represents “noun—second declension, masculine”.
This designation is a shorthand method to distinguish between two other
paradigms belonging to the same declension, feminine (“n-2b”) and neuter
(“n-2c”) nouns (not all of the paradigms for the second declension are
shown in the illustration). The relationship between second declension
nouns and their related paradigms to other declensions is illustrated below.

First Second
Declension Nouns Declension Nouns

Stems end with Stems end with
alphaor eta omikron

All Greek nouns are distributed M-28 PARADIG M
into one ofthree declensions o
MAS CULINE NOUNS ONLY
- M-2B PARADIGM
Third FEMININE NOUNS ONLY
Declension Nouns
Stems end with MN-2C PARADIGM
consonants H
NEUTER N OUNS ONLY
Faradigms are similar patterns of inflected nouns declined according to case. L1
Case establishes function, inflection determine s case.
No minative (subject of the sentence) Singular -- indicates only one L]
Genitive (possession--modifies other nouns) Plural --indicates more than one
Dative (indirect ohject of the verh) ]
Accusative (direct object of the verh)
Vocative (direct address)

86.1.43 Paradigm plural endings. Plural case endings are not usually
cited in paradigms for proper nouns. Generally, proper names do not have
plural endings. However, there are exceptions like the proper noun,
XpioTos (“Christ, Messiah”) when the context is speaking of false “christs”
or “messiahs” (xpioTol). Regardless if a noun is a common or proper
noun, they share the same case endings in a paradigm.
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86.1.44 Paradigm endings. As an example of a complete set of
paradigm endings, the second declension masculine case endings are
represented below. Except for two contracted masculine nouns, these ten
endings are the only case suffixes required to be learned in order to know
every second declension masculine noun in NTGreek.

n-2a Singular Plural
Nominative S 1
Genitive ou v
(contraction) (absorption)
L .
@) Dative w _ 0y
< (contraction)
@)
Accusative vV us
(compensation)
Vocative € 1
(replacement)

N.B. The author recognizes the above case endings as a simplification of the actual inflected
endings for second declension masculine nouns. More explanation for these endings ensues.

Older grammars required students to memorize fifty-five “key”
paradigms to learn all the declension-paradigm case endings.
How ridiculous! It is easier and more efficient to memorize only
the declension-paradigm inflectional endings.

=il

Of the more than seven hundred nouns belonging to the second
declension, the great majority are masculine and neuter nouns. Only forty-
seven nouns are feminine (cf. §7.1), with fourteen nouns sharing common
gender (both masculine and feminine).

The second declension will be studied first because it contains the largest
number of NTGreek nouns, and it is the easiest declension to learn of the
three because all but two nouns have omikron as their stem vowel. For
this reason, the second declension is called the omikron-declension.

Having discussed four essential matters about all substantives, their
number, gender, stem, and declension (and how paradigms relate to a
declension), a foundation has been established to examine the Greek case
system in conjunction with substantives.
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86.2 The NTGreek Case System

Regardless of which declension or what paradigm a substantive belongs,
suffixes are appended to its stem to indicate its grammatical function and
relationship to the verb and/or other elements in its phrase, clause, or
sentence. The reason a substantive’s stem can never appear by itself is
that the suffix is what signals its different grammatical functions. This
grammatical function indicated by the suffix is the substantive’s case.
Case establishes the grammatical function of a substantive to other words,
whereas its inflection (or suffix) determines the case.

The genius of case represented by inflection allows word order to be freer.
Case allows an author to come the closest in his expression of thought
without being bound by word order as in English. Translations of the New
Testament Scriptures, no matter how good, cannot express the original
thought of a Greek author when it is constrained by sentence order.
Substantives inflected for case also assures the least grammatical
ambiguities. This is a significant consideration when we reflect upon the
reason we are studying Greek—to read the Greek New Testament.

86.2.1 The five-case system. NTGreek consists of five distinct cases in
the singular and four in the plural. These cases are the nominative case,
the genitive case, the dative case, the accusative case, and the
vocative case. In the plural, the nominative and vocative cases share the
same case ending. The vocative singular and plural case endings for first
and third declensions are also identical. In neuter substantives the
nominative, accusative, and vocative for both the singular and plural share
case endings. Thus, at times a substantive’s case cannot be determined
by its case ending. In these instances, context will determine usage.

Although there are five distinct cases, some commentaries and grammars
insist upon employing eight cases corresponding to what they consider are
the eight basic functions of the Greek substantive. In the eight-case
system, both the genitive and ablative share the inflected form of the
genitive; and the dative, locative, and instrumental share the dative form.

The disagreement is whether case is determined by form or usage. Even
if the latter is correct, it is much simpler for an introductory Greek grammar
to employ the five-case system, with nuances to be left to the reader. The
best way is to learn the five cases while at the same time recognizing the
eight case functions in translation.
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The significance of these five different cases will now be discussed.

86.2.2 The Significance of the Five Cases. Each of the five cases are
individually introduced below with their significance outlined by discussing
three vital elements: their function, inflection, and translation.

86.2.21 Nominative case. The nominative case is primarily used to
indicate the subject of a sentence. The subject is always the topic of the
sentence, whether or not it is the agent producing the action of the verb.
The subject is normally a common noun or pronoun.

He gave gifts of God tomen

U N N

Subject Verb Direct Obiject Possession Indirect Obiect
Nominative Case

The nominative singular form is every substantive’s lexical entry. For
example, if trying to find the Greek noun, avbpwol, you would have to
know that it was the nominative plural of avbpcos to find its definition in a
lexicon. A Greek-English

lexicon also indicates how a avdpmmog, ov, 6 (Hom.+; loanw. in rabb.; 1) dvBpwmos
word was used during [Hdt. 1, 60, 5] does not appear in our lit.) ‘human being, man,

person’.

Classical and other @ a person of either sex, w. focus on participation in the
Contemporary Hellenistic human race, a human being—@ &yevvnn d. J 1'6_:21; 1—:E;

iy yeipac & Mk 9:31; yuyn avBpadmov Re 2:9; ouveidnog a.
ertlngs. The best Greek- 2 Cor 4:2; uétpov d. Rv 21:17.

English lexicon is by Walter

Bauer and translated (from German) by William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur
Gingrich: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early
Christian Literature. Excerpt is taken from this lexicon (2000:81).

86.2.211 Inflection. Substantives in the nominative case are inflected in
both the singular and plural forms which are identified by distinct forms.

listen nominative singular: o &Vepwﬂos
the man

nominative plural: o} (’ﬁ(\)ﬁpmﬂm
the men
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The case endings, s and | are attached to the noun stem avBpcoTo.
avBpwmo+s  avBpwaTo + |

These different case endings distinguish between the nominative singular
and plural. The lexical form for the nominative plural, avBpcotot is always
cited in a Greek-English lexicon under its nominative singular form.

The ultima syllable in the singular is short, whereas it is long in the plural.
The plural suffix combines with the stem vowel and forms a diphthong:

avBpcatro +1 > avBpcatrol

86.2.212 Translation. Several different second declension masculine
nouns are cited below to show that the nominative case is translated
straightforward without the necessity of additional words to indicate its
function in both the singular and plural forms. However, only English
sentence order can make the differentiation between these nouns
functioning either as the nominative (subject) or as the accusative (the
object) of a finite verb (§6.2.243). The substantive in the nominative case
does not have to occur before the verb as in English.

avBpwmos, avbpcatol man, men
b / b /7
aTTOOTONOS, aTTOoTOAOI  apostle, apostles
Ul0S, Ulol  son, sons

86.2.22 Genitive case. A frequent use of the genitive case is to indicate
possession (i.e., “gifts of God”). The noun in the genitive modifies another
noun, and thus limits the noun it modifies in some manner. In Greek, the
noun, “God” (Beos) would be in the genitive case (6eoU) to indicate who
owns the gifts.

He ogave (¢ifts ofGod tomen

AL NCA AN

Subject Verb Direct Obiject Possession Indirect Obiject
Nominative Case Genitive Case

The genitive case has many other important uses, including description
and source. The latter nuance is described in an eight-case system as the
ablatival genitive.
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The word in the genitive usually follows the word it is modifying unless it is
being emphasized; in which case it precedes.

4 7 4
normal sentence order }\OYOS O(VepCOTI‘OU (“word of man”)

b / ’
emphatic sentence order avepooﬂ‘ou }\OYOS (“word of man”)

Not all nouns whose nominative singular terminates with a sigma are
second declension nouns. Many neuter nouns of the third declension also
end with sigma. Therefore, the genitive singular case form is cited with the
nominative in a lexicon to indicate to which declension the noun belongs.
Therefore, to be certain of the inflectional pattern of any noun, the genitive
singular as well as the nominative singular needs to be known.

86.2.221 Inflection. Substantives in the genitive case are inflected in both
the singular and plural forms which are identified by distinct forms.

[y

o) epévog &vepd) Tou Many Greek words have been
the throne (of) man merely transliterated to create

words in the English language.
<

o Gpévog &vepobrroov Bpovos is one such instance.
the throne (of) men

genitive singular
genitive plural

The case endings, o and wv are appended to the noun stem, &vamTro
which distinguishes between the singular and plural genitive case. The
main entry for both of these forms in a Greek-English lexicon is under the
nominative singular form, &vepconog.

avBpwo + 0 > avbpwdTou  avbpwaTo + v

The stem vowel and the genitive masculine singular case ending contract
to form the diphthong ou. Without this contraction, the form would look like
avBpwoo: avBpaatro (stem) + o (genitive masculine singular ending).
However, when these two vowels combine, they contract to form the
diphthong ou as illustrated in the diagram below.

avBpwmo > avBpwto +o > avbpwmoo > avBpdmou

When the stem vowel omikron combines with the
genitive masculine singular ending, which is another
omikron; these two like vowels contract to form ou.
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In the genitive masculine plural, the omikron has been irregularly absorbed
by the 6mega (and not because of contraction as in the genitive singular).

avBpcamo > avBpwto + wv > avBpwmowy > avBpw v

)T~

The stem vowel omikron does not combine with the genitive
masculine plural ending (contraction), but is rather irregularly
absorbed by the 6mega in the case ending V.

From a purely linguistic perspective, the above morphological progression
is exciting and accounts for the genitive masculine singular and plural case
endings. From a practical viewpoint of a beginning NTGreek student,
however, it is trivia. Many students say, “Just the facts, please!” However,
they do not realize that in the end, ignorance of such foundational
morphological changes actually hurts the learning curve more than it helps.
Vowel contractions are common, and will be encountered many times, not
only in the Greek nominal inflectional system, but in the verbal system as
well. Greek vowel contraction is common and formed with regularity.

86.2.222 Translation. The manner in which the genitive case is
translated into English deserves special treatment. Since a frequent use of
the genitive case is to express possession, it may be expressed by the “-'s”
appended to the substantive: “He gave God'’s gifts to men”. Another way
to indicate possession is the use of the helping word “of”: “He gave gifts of
God to men”. For the beginning student, it is recommended to translate
Greek substantives in the genitive case with the English preposition “of”.

J 4 ) 4
avBpcdou, avBpwmeov  of man, of men
kuplou, kupicov of lord, of lords
vlou, Ulcdv  of son, of sons

If one opts to translate the genitive case by “-‘s”, the translation will be
inadequate many times when the substantive in the genitive denotes
another use. The genitive may also indicate source (Rom. 1:1: “the gospel
of God”), content (Jn. 21:8: “the net [full] of fish”), partitive (1 Cor. 15:9:
“the least of the apostles”), relationship (Jn. 21:15: Simon [son] of John”),
and not least, description (1 Thess. 5:5: “for you all are sons of light”).
These and other uses of the genitive case will be learned in future lessons.
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86.2.23 Dative case. The dative case usually indicates the indirect object
of the verb as it does in English. An indirect object is a noun or noun
phrase that names the person (usually) or thing indirectly affected by the
action of the verb. It is common with verbs of giving and speaking, and
usually occurs in conjunction with a direct object (i.e., accusative case).

He gave gifts ofGod to men

AT NN S

Subject Verb Direct Obiect Possession Indirect Object
Nominative Case Genitive Case Dative Case

86.2.231 Inflection. Substantives in the dative case are inflected in both
the singular and plural forms which are identified by distinct forms.

. . ~ b 4

dative singular TwW O(VOPCOWCQ The Greek article, T¢d and TolS
to the man are used here for illustrative

dative plural TOAIS c’xvepdmous purposes. The dative case does
to the men not necessarily need the article.

The case endings, w and 15 are appended to the noun stem, &vepwﬂo,
which distinguishes between the singular and plural dative case. The main
entry for both of these forms in a Greek-English lexicon is under the
nominative singular form, &vepconog.

The dative masculine singular is actually the stem + i6fa. In every instance
in NTGreek, this case ending becomes the improper diphthong, . At
some time during the morphological development of this case ending, the
stem vowel, omikron, lengthened to 6mega, with the iota dative masculine
singular case ending retained as an i6ta subscript. The actual reason why
omikron changed to Omega remains a mystery. Perhaps it was done in
this manner to differentiate the dative singular from the nominative plural.

avBpwmo +1 > avbpwmol > avBpwmwl > avbpwdTd

__—
The stem vowel omikron and the dative The diphthong reduces to a single vowel
masculine singular case ending i6ta first sound by the omikron first lengthening to an
combine to create a diphthong. omega. The i6ta is retained as a subscript.
This process is called “monophthongization”.
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86.2.232 Translation. The dative case functions the same in Greek as it
does in English. The dative case is almost as flexible as the genitive case.
However, the dative is supplementary to the predicate or verbal idea
whereas the genitive is associated with modifying other nouns. Because
of this distinction, the nuance of the substantive in dative case is clearer
than between the different usages of the genitive.

It is common for the substantive in the dative case to designate personal
interest. The substantive in the dative specifies the person (or thing) to or
for whom something is done. Furthermore, the dative of personal interest
is used in conjunction with a transitive verb (i.e., a verb which may have a
direct object). In the sentence, “He gave gifts of God to men”, the phrase
“to men” (the indirect object) would be expressed in the dative case

(Tols avBpadTols). Also note that the verb “gave” is a transitive verb.
When the dative is used for personal interest, it is customarily translated
with the English helping prepositions “to” or “for”.

avBpd ey, avbpcotrols to man, to men
for man, for men

Kuplw, Kuplols to lord, to lords
for lord, for lords

V1cd, ulols to son, to sons
for son, for sons

However, the preposition “to” is not required in English to express the
indirect object: “He gave men gifts of God”. If the indirect object is
translated in English without the help of a preposition, it must conform to
English word order (subject, verb, indirect object, direct object). The
difference in the English word order distinguishes between these two
constructions.

“He gave qifts of God to men.” “He gave men gifts of God.”

The nuance of the substantive in the dative case, however, may not
express personal interest. Although identical to the dative case ending,
the substantive may express instrument or spatial concepts.

When the substantive in the dative indicates the instrument or agent by
which an action is effect, it is commonly called the dative of means. The
dative of instrument or means answers the question “How?” In these
instances, the substantive in the dative case is translated with the help of
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”, “I

the English prepositions “by” or “with”: “The boy was bitten by a dog”;
defended the boy with a bat”.

avBpcdTe, avBpcdtols by man, by men
with man, with men

KUplw, Kuplols by lord, by lords
with lord, with lords

U1, ulols by son, by sons
with son, with sons

The substantive in the dative may express destination in time or space.
This nuance of the dative is called the local dative, and answers the
question “Where?” The local dative is commonly translated with the
English prepositions “to” or “in”, and is used with intransitive verbs (i.e.,
verbs that do not take a direct object). NTGreek usually uses Greek
prepositions to express motion toward a place or the destination
(termination) of a verb of movement. In “My son came to me”, for
instance, the local dative expresses the destination of the trip (also note
that the verb “came” is intransitive).

Y 4 J 4
avBpww, avBpwmols to man, to men
in man, in men

/ 14
Kuplw, kuplols tolord, to lords
in lord, in lords

u1c, ulols to son, to sons
in son, in sons

When making a decision how a dative should be translated, ask yourself
the following questions to help to make a determination of its nuance.

1. Is the substantive in the dative conveying personal interest? If so,
translate with the English prepositions “to” or “for”.

2. |s the substantive in the dative expressing the instrument or means
by which the action of the verb is accomplished? Does the dative
answer the question, “How?” If so, translate with the English
prepositions “by” or “with”.

3. Is the substantive in the dative expressing the destination in time or
space? Does the dative answer the question, “Where?” If so,

translate with the English prepositions “to” or “in”.
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86.2.24 Accusative case. The Greek accusative case is employed
predominantly to indicate the direct object of a verb. A direct object is a
substantive or a substantive phrase denoting the person or thing receiving
the action of an active transitive verb, participle, or infinitive. A transitive
verb is one that takes an object; intransitive verbs do not.

He ogave gifts ofGod to men

A1 NA N

Subject Verb Direct Object Possession Indirect Object
Nominative Case Accusative Case Genitive Case Dative Case

Like the dative case, substantives in the accusative case primarily relate to
the verb. Broadly speaking, the accusative limits the action of a transitive
verb as to extent (goal) or direction, answering the question, “How far?”

86.2.241 Inflection. Substantives in the accusative case are inflected in
both the singular and plural forms which are identified by distinct forms.

accusative singular gy &vepoonov The Greek articles Tév and Tous
are used for illustration purposes

the \ , man- only. The accusative does not
accusative plural TOUS O(Vepw TTOUS  necessarily need the article.

the men

The case endings, v and us are appended to the noun stem, &vepmrro,
which distinguishes between the singular and plural accusative case. The
main entry for both of these forms in a Greek-English lexicon is under the
nominative singular form, &vepoorrog.

The actual case ending for the accusative plural is -vs. However, nd drops

out when immediately followed by sigma because of phonology. The stem
vowel omikron is lengthened to ou to compensate for the loss of the nd.

avBpwomo +¥s > avBpwatrous > avbpwdTous

Because of phonological reasons, the na The presence of the long diphthong ou is

drops out before sigma: If omikron did due to compensation, indicating the loss of a
not lengthen to a long diphthong, form letter.

would be identical to nominative singular.
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86.2.242 Translation. Like the nominative case (i.e., &vepcorrog, ‘man”),
the accusative case translates into English without any helping words (i.e.,
avBpwtov, “man”; avbpwTous, “men”).

avBpcoTov, avbpwdTous man, men
KUp1ov, kuplous lord, lords
VIOV, UloUS Son, Sons

Just as the substantive in the nominative case will not always precede the
verb, the substantive in the accusative case will not always follow the verb
as in English. The function of a substantive is always indicated by its case
form in Greek, and not sentence order.

86.2.25 Vocative case. The vocative case is infrequently used in
NTGreek. The occurrence of the vocative accounts for less than 1% of the
total percentage of all nouns in NTGreek (nominative 31%, the accusative
29%, the genitive 25%, and the dative, 15%). For this reason, many
grammars do not include them as a separate case in paradigms.

Brothers,

He gave gifts of God to men

Direct Address

Vocative Case ﬂ \

Subject Verb Direct Object Possession Indirect Object
Nominative Case Accusative Case Genitive Case Dative Case

Unlike other cases, the vocative case does not sustain any grammatical
relationship to the rest of the sentence. This is the reason in the illustration
above the vocative case is removed from the other cases and the verb.

86.2.251 Inflection. Nouns in the vocative case are inflected in both the
singular and plural forms which are identified by distinct forms.

What is unique about the vocative case is that in most instances, it shares
the nominative case endings in both the singular and plural. In the second
declension, however, the vocative masculine singular is regularly a

separate case form. In these instances, the vocative singular case ending
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surprisingly replaces the noun’s stem vowel. There is no historical
morphological explanation for this transformation.

avBpwmo > avBpote

Otherwise, the vocative shares the nominative case ending for the plural.

n-2a Singular Plural
Nominative | avBpcomos avBpcoTol
Vocative | avBpcoTre avBpcotol

Because the nominative and vocative plural case endings are identical for
second declension masculine nouns, there are a maximum of four
separate case forms in the plural and five in the singular.

The nominative case is often used in direct address like the vocative.
However, the nominative case normally uses the article when functioning
as a vocative, whereas the vocative never has the article.

86.2.252 Translation. The vocative case has a single function: direct
address to one or more persons, and functions the same as the English
direct address: “Lord, save me!”; “My brothers, rejoice in the Lord”. The
substantive in the vocative case names the person or thing being
addressed, by personal name, title or descriptive phrase.

The Greek interjection & (“O”) occurs seventeen times with the vocative in
NTGreek. This interjection, coupled with the vocative, expresses deep
emotion on the part of the speaker or author.

Singular Plural
. . < ’ ¢ ’
Nominative | 0 avBpw oS, “man” ol avbpwol, “men”
(vocative usage)
Vocative | @ avBpwTTe, “O man” avBpwoTTol, “men”

@ The Greek article never occurs before the vocative, although it is
rarely absent before the nominative when used as the vocative.
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English translations may include the interjection “O” before the vocative in
both the singular and plural forms. When the interjection is present, it is
proper to translate the interjection to indicate deep emotion. Otherwise, it
should not be added to the translation if not present.

86.2.3 Complete second declension masculine paradigm. The case
endings for all (uncontracted) second declension masculine nouns are
indicated below in red for easier identification. Summary comments
concerning their formation follow. The masculine noun, avbpwTos serves
for the n-2a paradigm. These case endings may be used with any
masculine noun in the Vocabulary Study of this lesson.

avBpwmos, -ou, 0 avbpw o + case ending

n-2a Singular Plural
Nominative | avBpcomos? avBpcatrol
N Genitive | avBpcdTTou? avBpd oV
2 Dative | avBpcdTe* avBpwatols
°I" Accusative | GuBpcomov avBpadTous®
Vocative | avBpcoTre avBpcatrol’

1. All case endings are appended to the nominative singular stem. The
nominative singular form is the lexical form for all forms of the
paradigm. This is true for all nouns, regardless of declension.

2. The actual case form ending is omikron. However due to the undesired
combination with the stem vowel omikron, contraction occurs.

3. The stem vowel omikron has been irregularly absorbed by the 6mega,
and not because of contraction as in the genitive singular.

4. At some time during the morphological development of the dative
singular case ending, the stem vowel omikron lengthened to 6mega,
with the i6ta retained as an iota subscript.

5. The actual case ending is -vs. However, ni drops out when

immediately followed by sigma because of phonology. The stem vowel

omikron is lengthened to ou to compensate for the loss of the na.

The epsilon irregularly replaces the stem vowel omikron.

The vocative and nominative plural share case endings. Context

(function), and not form, determines meaning.

N o
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86.3 The Definite Article

A significant part of speech is the Greek definite article. In many
instances, a proper translation will hinge upon the simple observation of
the usage of the article or the lack of it.

86.3.1 Terminology. The definite article is the only article in Greek; there
is not an indefinite article as in English (i.e., “a”, “an”). Therefore, the
Greek definite article may simply be referred to as “article”. When a
substantive has the article, the noun is articular. When a substantive

lacks the article, the noun is anarthrous.

¢

bl bl
o avbBpwmos avBpwmos
/\ “the man” “man” N
This is an example of an This is an example of an
articular noun anarthrous noun.

86.3.2 Translation. The best English translation of the Greek article is
normally, “the”. Thus, o) &vepmrrog means “the man”, a definite man, a
particular man where the addressor or the addressee (or both) know which
“man” is being referred. In contrast, avbpwTos means “a man” or perhaps
simply “man” (since NTGreek does not have an indefinite article). Itis

common in anarthrous constructions that in English “a” or “an” is
automatically included with the translation.

86.3.21 The Greek article is never used arbitrarily, although at times it is
difficult to express its significance in English. One grammarian has
succinctly stated, “The article is never meaningless in Greek, though it
often fails to correspond with the English idiom” (A. T. Robertson,
Historical Grammar, 1934:756). The Greek article generally serves in one
of two functions, either syntactical (e.g., to indicate case relations) or
semantic (e.g., to particularize some noun). Difficulty arises when trying to
set forth exact translation rules that will cover every instance wherein the
Greek article is employed. The significance of the article in many
instances will be learned by observation in context—and not by some rule!

86.3.22 Normally, when the Greek article does not appear, the student

should not supply the definite article into the English translation. Thus,
&vﬁpmnog means “man’”; it does not mean “the man”. Exceptions to this
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principle will be considered in connection with the constructions in which
they occur (cf. §6.3.23).

86.3.23 The article appears frequently before Greek proper names. When
translating proper names into English, the English idiom requires the
absence of the article (i.e., o TTeTpos, “Peter”) unless required by context.

86.3.3 Position. When the Greek article modifies a substantive, the
article always precedes the noun. Sometimes, the article may be
separated from the substantive it modifies by two, three, or more words.
Regardless, the article will precede the substantive it modifies.

¢ b ~ ) ~ b4
O €K TOU OUpaxvou OaPTOS

‘ |

In the illustration above, the nominative masculine singular article o
modifies the nominative masculine noun apTos (“bread”), although
separated by three words. On the other hand, the genitive masculine
singular article ToU modifies and immediately precedes the genitive
masculine noun oupavou (“of heaven”). Determining which article points
to what noun involves grammatical concord.

86.3.4 Grammatical concord. Grammatical concord refers to the
agreement between inflected words in their basic components: case,
gender, and number. The Greek article is an inflected part of speech.
Therefore, it must always agree with the substantive it modifies in case,
gender, and number. There are no exceptions.

If a nominative masculine singular noun functions as the subject of a
sentence, the only article that can correspond to the noun is the
nominative masculine singular.

Case Gender | Number

Nominative | Masculine | Singular
| article and substantive must agree

— O\

¢ bl

o ovbpwtos
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If we extend the implications of the above illustration to all the cases
(nominative, genitive, dative, and accusative), the singular and plural of
each case, and include the three genders (masculine, feminine, and
neuter), then this requires the article to have twenty-four forms. These
twenty-four forms are required to preserve grammatical concord between
itself and all the possible inflected substantives it modifies (cf. §6.3.5).

The principle of concord also is important for understanding that a word
can be articular, even though the article is not immediately adjacent to its
related substantive (as in the example above: 0 £k Tou oupavou GPTOS).

86.3.5 Article paradigm. The article may be arranged in a paradigm to
reflect all of its inflected forms. The article is declined in a pattern similar
to that of the noun. The memorization of this paradigm will be a great
asset when confronted with the case and gender of unfamiliar nouns.

Although there were not any feminine or neuter nouns introduced in this
lesson, memorize these forms because they are necessary for the next.

listen Singular Plural
Masculine | Feminine | Neuter | Masculine | Feminine | Neuter
Nominative o ﬁ TO ol ol T
Genitive | TOU ™ms TOU TWV TV TGV
Dative | TG m A TOlS TOls | TOlS
Accusative |  TOV ™V TO Tous TaS TA
Vocative -—-- - ——-- -—=- -—=- ——=-

1. The article is declined only in four of the five cases. Because the
vocative does not sustain any grammatical relationship to the rest of the
sentence, there is not a separate form for the vocative.

2. The article does NOT belong to any one declension. The nominative
masculine singular article o will modify a masculine noun whether it is in
the first, second, or third declension. The article is the trustworthy
indicator of the case, gender, and number of any noun it modifies.

3. Since the article is inflected, it has case significance: o (“the”) points to
the subject of the sentence, whereas Tou (“of/from the”) indicates the
genitive, T (“to/for/by/with/in the”) the indirect object, and Tov (“the”)
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the direct object. The plural articles are translated the same as the
singulars, except they modify plural nouns.

4. The spelling of the article begins either with a rough breathing or with
tau. Those forms that have the rough breathing lack any accent. When
a word follows the article, the acute accent on the article changes to a
grave accent.

5. Except for the prefixed tau, the endings for the articles resemble,
though they do not duplicate, the endings for the corresponding noun
forms. The masculine articles resemble second declension masculine
endings, the feminine articles the first declension feminine nouns, and
the neuter the second declension neuter nouns. This will become
evident when we study second declension neuter nouns and first
declension feminine nouns.

6. The Greek article has a wide range of applications in NTGreek. The
article is used in conjunction with other articles, nouns, adjectives,
pronouns, prepositions, particles, conjunctions, finite verbs, adverbs,
infinitives, and participles.

86.3.6 Second declension masculine paradigms. The following
paradigms are examples of second declension masculine nouns (n-2a)
with their accompanying articles. Because only masculine nouns have
been introduced, these are the only kinds of nouns represented. The
masculine article is properly shown with its inflected noun, agreeing in
case, gender, and number, in both the singular and the plural. For a
complete set of paradigms for the vocabulary words in this lesson, consult
the study aids for this lesson.

For now, do not be concerned with the reason accents change on these
nouns as they are declined (cf. §10.0).

&Vepmﬂos, -0uv, (5 (man, humankind) (’J(vepcoTro + case ending

listen Singular Plural

¢ bl

Nominative | 0 avBpcotos ol avBpwol

Genitive | ToU ovBpwdTou | TV avbpwdTeov

Dative | TG avBpadTTe Tols avBpaatrols

CASE

Accusative | Tov avBpwmov | Tous avbpwdmous

Vocative | qvBpcore ol avBpw ol
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AVTIXPIOTOS, -OU, O (antichrist) AVTIXPIGTO + case ending

listen Singular Plural
Nominative | O QVTIXPIOTOS ol QVTIXPIOTOl
Genitive | TOU QVUTIXPIOTOU | TV QVUTIXPIOTWV
D Dative | TG QVTIXPIOTG) | TOIS OVTIXPIOTOIS
S| Accusative | Tov QUTIXPIOTOV | TOUS QVTIXPIOTOUS
Vocative QUTIXPIOTE or Ol aVTIXPIOTOL
O QVTIXPIGTOS

&ﬂéOTo)\os, -0v, o) (apostle) ATTOOTOMO + case ending

listen Singular Plural
Nominative | 0 TTOOTOAOS ol OTOoTOAO!
N Genitive | TOU OTTOOTOAOU | TV OTOCTOACV
2 Dative | TG) OTOOTOAG | TOls aTooTOAOIS
© [ Accusative | ToV &TTG0TOAOV TOUS OTTOOTOANOUS
Vocative | X TOOTOAE Ol ATOGTOAOL

Beds, -ou, O (God, god) Beo + case ending

listen Singular Plural
Nominative | 0 Beos ol Beol
" Genitive | Tou Beov TV Becdv
2 Dative | TG 0ecd Tols Beols
@) . \ / \ I
Accusative | Tov Beov Tous Beous
. / 3 / ¢ ’
Vocative | Beg or o Beos ol Beol
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Bpovos, -ou, O (throne) Bpovo + case ending

listen Singular Plural
Nominative | 0 Bpovos ol Bpovor
N Genitive | Tou Bpovou TV Bpovewv
@ Dative | T Bpovw Tols Bpovois
© [ Accusative | Tov Bpovov Tous Bpovous
Vocative | Bpove or 0 Bpovos | ol Bpovol

KUPLOS, -0U, O (Lord, lord, master) Kuplo + case ending

listen Singular Plural
Nominative | 0 KUP10S ol Kuplol
N Genitive | TOU Kuplou TV KUplwV
@ Dative | TG KUpled TOlS Kkuplols
© [ Accusative | TOV KUPIOV TOUS Kuplous
Vocative | KUplE ol Kuplol

Aéyos‘, -0V, o) (word, message, statement) )\oyo + case ending

listen Singular Plural
Nominative | 0 Aoyos ol Aoyol
.| Genitive | Toi Aoyou TV AOywv
@ Dative | TG Aoy Tols Aoyols
© Accusative | TOV AOyov Tous AOyous
Vocative | NOYe ol Aoyol
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VOLOS, -0U, O (law, Law) VOHO + case ending

listen Singular Plural
. . < / 3 /’
Nominative | O VOUOS Ol VOOl
N Genitive | TOU VOpOU TV VOV
. ~ 4 ~ 4
% Dative | TG VOU® TOIS VOHOLS
@) . \ 4 \
Accusative | TOV VOOV TOUS VOUOUS
) ’ 3 ’ ¢ ’
Vocative | VOUE or O VOUOS Ol VvOuol
’ ¢ i
TTetpos, -ou, 0 (Peter) TIeTpo + case ending
listen Singular Plural
Nominative é ﬂéTpOS‘ Do not expect plural forms
— v (although they may occur on
Genitive | Tou Tle Tpou occasion) for proper names. A
L — v proper name is a specific
2 Dative | Ted Tle TPW classification of a noun that
$) \‘ v < names a particular person or
Accusative | TovV ﬂngo\) place, and should begin with a
v capital letter to follow modern
Vocative | TTeTpe convention.

~ [y [
U10S, -0V, O (son) UlO + case ending

listen Singular Plural
Nominative | 0 Uio'g ol vlol

" Genitive | ToU uloU TV VIV

2 Dative | TG U1 TOlS ulols

© Accusative | TOV UlOV TO\\JS‘ Uioﬂs
Vocative | UlE ol ulol
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UHVOS, -0u, O (hymn) UMVO + case ending

listen Singular Plural
Nominative | O UHVOS ol Upvol
N Genitive | TOU UpVOU TV UMYV
2 Dative | TG UHVG) TOIS UMVOIS
© [ Accusative | Tov UHVOV TOUS UHVOUS
Vocative | UMVE or O UPVOS ol UpvOol

8 6.4 Declension-Paradigm Abbreviations.

Abbreviations are useful when space is at a premium. The standard
abbreviations below are used for terms relating to all declensions and
paradigms in many NTGreek language tools.

nom. = nominative | sg. = singular 1% decl. = first declension
gen. = genitive pl. = plural 1 = first declension

dat. = dative n- = noun 2" decl. = second declension
acc. = accusative | a- = adjective 2 = second declension

voc. = vocative v- = verb 3" decl. = third declension

masc. = masculine | cv- = compound verb | 3 = third declension

fem. = feminine a,b,c d, e, f etc. The periods that follow the

paradigm hierarchy abbreviations are optional.

neut. = neuter

Some common abbreviations in this grammar that will soon be
encountered are to be understood in the following manner.

n-2a (noun-second declension “a” paradigm [masculine nouns])
n-2b (noun-second declension “b” paradigm [feminine nouns])
n-2c¢ (noun-second declension “c” paradigm [neuter nouns])

Other abbreviations will be explained as they are encountered.
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86.5 Grammatical Parsing

Grammatical parsing pertains to the “breaking apart” and identifying the
separate grammatical components of an inflected word. To parse a
substantive is to identify it according to case, gender, number, and lexical
form. Parsing verbs includes additional elements. In addition, the
declension and inflected meaning should be included in parsing all
substantives. To parse a substantive and to decline it are different.

To decline a substantive is to cite all the possible different inflectional
forms in both the singular and plural numbers. A substantive’s complete
paradigm reflects all the forms that represent its various functions.
Therefore, if asked to decline the noun avBpwTos for example, you would
first give the five singular forms, avBpcatos, avBpwdiTou, avBpd ey,
avBpcaov and avBpaae, followed by the five plural forms, avBpw o,
avBpcd v, avBpadors, avbpaitous, and avbpwaTot.

86.5.1 Parsing order. This grammar follows the following order when
parsing a substantive. After some practice, it will become second nature.

Case (nominative, genitive, dative, accusative, vocative)

Gender (masculine, feminine, neuter)

Number (singular, plural)

Lexical form (the nominative singular form for substantives and the
nominative masculine form for all articles)

Declension-paradigm notation (i.e., n-2a, n-2b, n-2c)

. Inflected meaning

W=

o o

86.5.2 Guidelines. A few principles should be kept in mind while
declining substantives or the article.

1. The lexical form of any parsed article is the nominative masculine
singular—always. Thus the parsing of Tnv is accusative feminine
singular of o (and not 1}), “the”. Furthermore, do not include a
declension for the article (such as 1%, 2", or 3" declension),
because the article does not belong to any one declension.

2. Give all possibilities when parsing an isolated word that has multiple
possibilities. Thus, the article, Tcov, by itself would be parsed:
genitive masculine/feminine/neuter plural from o, meaning “of the”.
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3. However, if the article, Tov, appears before a noun, such as )\éycov

(a masculine noun) the article would be parsed: genitive masculine
plural from o, “of the”. It would be grammatically incorrect to include
feminine/neuter gender since the articular noun is masculine.

86.5.3 Words parsed. Below are many examples of parsed Greek
substantives and the article. Study these examples carefully. Try this
exercise: cover the right-hand column with a piece of paper, and then
parse the words in the left-hand column, only uncovering the answer in the
right-hand column to check your accuracy in parsing.

1. &vepcorrog nom. masc. sg. of &vepmnos, n-2a, “man, mankind”

2. é(vepcbnou gen. masc. sg. of &v@poarrog, n-2a, “of man”, “of mankind”
3. &vepcf)rrog dat. masc. sg. of avBpwos, n-2a, “to man”, “to mankind”
4. &vepwﬂov acc. masc. sg. of avfpwos, n-2a, “man”, “mankind”

5. &vepmrre voc. masc. sg. of (’J’(vepwﬁog, n.2a, “(O) man”

6. &v@pwnon nom./voc. masc. pl. of &vepoorrog, n-2a, “‘men”

7. &v@pd)rroov gen. masc. pl. of avBpcwotros, n-2a, “of men”

8. é(VGpd)ﬂOlg dat. masc. pl. of avBpcotros, n-2a, “to men”

9. é(vepoSTroug acc. masc. pl. of &v@poonog, n-2a, “men”

10. o | nom. masc. sg. of 0, “the”

11. TOU | gen. masc./neut. sg. of o, “of the”

12. TG | dat. masc./neut. sg. of O, “to the”

13. TOV | acc. masc. sg. of O, “the”

14. Tous | acc. masc. pl. of o, “the”

15. 1 | nom. fem. sg. of 0, “the”

16. TNs | gen. fem. sg. of O, “of the”

17. 1 | dat. fem. sg. of O, “to the”

18. TNV | acc. fem. sg. of o, “the”

19. TV | gen. masc./fem./neut. plural of o, “of the”

© Dr. William D. Ramey « Morphology: The Nominal System (Part 1)

NTGreek In Session




Lesson 6: Second Declension Nouns (Module A)

6-35

Masculine Nouns and the Article

20. ol | nom. masc. pl. of 0, “the”

21. Tols | dat. masc./neut. plural of o, “to the”

22. Tals | dat. fem. pl. of o, “to the”

23. TO | nom./acc. neut. sg. of o, “the”

24. Ta | nom./acc. neut. pl. of o, “the”

25. ol | nom. fem. pl. of O, “the”

26. K\ipls voc. masc. sg. of kuptos, n-2a, “(O) lord/Lord”
27. )\éYOl nom./voc. masc. pl. of Aoyos, n-2a, “words”

28. ulols | dat. masc. pl. of u1ds, n-2a, “to sons”

29. TTeTpw | dat. masc. sg. of TTéTpos, n-2a, “to Peter”

30. &VfoploTov acc. masc. sg. of QUTIXp10Tos, n-2a, “antichrist’
31. | amooToAlous | acc. masc. pl. of amdoToAoS, n-2a, “apostles”
32. Beou | gen. masc. sg. of 6eos, n-2a, “of God”

33. Beols | dat. masc. pl. of 6eos, n-2a, “to gods”

34. )\éycov gen. masc. pl. of }\éyog, n-2a, “of words”

35. 6p6v01 nom./voc. masc. pl. of Gpévog, n-2a, “thrones”
36. Kuplwv | gen. masc. pl. of kUplos, n-2a, “of lords”

37. Bpovots | dat. masc. pl. of Bpovos, n-2a, “to thrones”

38.| amooTolou | gen. masc. sg. of amooTolos, n-2a, “of (an) apostle”
39.| amooTOAw | dat. masc. sg. of amécToAos, n-2a, “to (an) apostle”
40. ATTOOTOAE | voc. masc. sg. of AmooToAos, n-2a, “(O) apostle”
41. TG | dat. masc./neut. sg. of o, “to the”

42. Tas | acc. fem. pl. of o, “the”

43. delog nom. masc. sg. of K\Splog, n-2a, “lord”, “Lord”

44. Beov | acc. masc. sg. of Beos, n-2a, “God”, “god”

45. Gpévoov gen. masc. sg. of Bpovos, n-2a, “of thrones”
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86.6 Learning Vocabulary

Vocabulary is an integral part of learning NTGreek. If you do not learn
vocabulary, your interest in NTGreek will slowly dwindle and eventually
die. Most students fail to learn NTGreek because of their failure to master
sufficient vocabulary to read the Greek text by sight, leading to an
inadequate grasp of the language. Less one reads, the less adequate they
become. This inadequacy leads from excitement to a downward cycle to
discouragement and frustration—to ultimate extinction. Guaranteed!

On the other hand, if your desire is to read NTGreek with competence, the
acquisition of a large vocabulary is essential. The larger your vocabulary,
the more rapidly and extensively you can read. Your goal is to master
basic vocabulary at first, then build on it as you read NTGreek. This will
lead to rapid reading and a broad experience, eventually leading to careful
exegesis of the biblical text. There is no substitute for a large vocabulary.

86.6.1 Vocabulary flash cards. One of the best ways to learn new
vocabulary is to make your own vocabulary flash cards. Construct 2” x 4”
cards on lined or unlined heavy stock paper. This size is easily
transportable and they can be reviewed about anywhere and at anytime.
Punch a hole in the upper left-hand corner of each card. Individual 1 %2 “or
2” binder rings may be purchased from an office supply store to bind the
individual flash cards together.

O If the word is a noun, the front side of the card
, should display only its lexical form (nominative
avBpwTos singular). On the back of the card, the noun’s
definition is cited, with its stem in the lower left
hand corner and its part of speech in the lower

FRONT VIEW right hand corner. Above the definition is the
article and the lexical form together, followed by
o avbpwros, -ou O sufficient letters to indicate its form in the
man, humankind genitive. For alternative methods for making

vocabulary flash cards, consult the study aids
for Lesson Six.

b
avBpcwmo noun

BACK VIEW
In the case of nouns, the article and genitive singular must be learned as

part of the vocabulary word—no exceptions. The article designates the
noun’s gender. The gender of Greek nouns is NOT intuitive; it must be
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learned for each noun. The addition of the genitive singular abbreviated
form assures the word’s declensional pattern. This will be more important
when other declension-paradigm nouns are added. Furthermore, as part
of all vocabulary studies, a word’s breathing (if any), accent, stem, and part
of speech should be included and learned. It is very important to learn a
word’s part of speech (i.e., article, noun, pronoun, adjective, adverb,
preposition, verb, etc.) because it will assure its proper translation and
placement in a sentence diagram (when introduced in a later lesson).

Working through a new Greek lesson and preparing vocabulary cards is a
lot of work and time invested. Remember that you are not studying a
Greek lesson as an end, but a means to an end. You are preparing
yourself to read the Greek New Testament. The rewards will be sweet.

86.6.2 Vocabulary study tips. Individuals study differently. However,
there are several proven strategies for memorizing vocabulary words.

« Make all your vocabulary cards at one time. The best time to
make new vocabulary cards is immediately after you have studied a
lesson. Print neatly when placing all the pertinent information on the
front and back of the card. Double-check your work! It is frustrating
to unlearn a mistake that could have been easily avoided. In
addition, know your new vocabulary before tackling the study guide
and other lesson aids associated with this lesson.

« New vocabulary is required to be written as well as heard! If you
cannot say it, you cannot memorize it. Practice the vocabulary
words aloud many times. Be sure to put the accent on the correct
syllable each time and make special note of any rough breathing
mark. Enunciate each syllable at first, then work up to speed.

« New vocabulary should be studied at peak attention times.
Short blocks of time without any interruptions (this means the
television is off!) are more productive than counterproductive times
when there are many interruptions and you are tired. Review the
vocabulary periodically during the day (at least four times a day).
Always study new vocabulary words before old vocabulary. If
possible, look at the flash cards once more before going to sleep.

« Repetition and review must become a part of your life to be
skilled in reading God’s inspired Word in Greek.
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§ 6.7 Vocabulary Study

This is your first vocabulary study. Before listing the lesson’s vocabulary, a
few introductory remarks will help to explain its format.

The vocabulary study is divided into three columns. The first column gives
the lexical form. If the word is a noun, it is in the nominative singular form,
followed by its genitive singular and article to denote its gender. Of
course, all nouns in this vocabulary study are masculine and follow the
same declension-paradigm pattern (n-2a).

The meaning of the vocabulary word is furnished in the second column.
There is not an attempt to exhaust all possible meanings. The third
column classifies the part of speech. It is important to learn the different
parts of speech as the lessons progress so that the function of the word
may be properly understood within its context. The word is also divided
into its syllables and transliterated. The declension-paradigm is also cited.

Vocabulary word Meaning Part of Speech
&yys)\og, -0v, O angel, messenger noun

Stem: ayyelo &y-ye-Aos (an-ge-los) n-2a
adeAdOs, -ou, o brother noun

Stem: adeAdo a-8e\-¢pos (a-del-phos) n-2a
(’)’(vepmnog, -0V, o) man, humankind noun

Stem: avBpcoto av-Bpco-Tos (&n-thro-pos) n-2a
QVTIXPIOTOS, -0U, O | antichrist noun

Stem: avTiXpI10TO aV-Ti-XP1-0Tos (an-ti-chri-stos) n-2a

"AVTIXp1OTOS is a compound word, composed of the
preposition, AvTI, and the proper name, XplGTOS‘.

) / ¢
aTTOOTOAOS, -0ou, O | apostle, delegate noun

Stem: amooToho a-To-0To-Aos (a-pod-sto-los) n-2a
’AﬂéOTo}\os is a compound word, composed of the
preposition, aTTO, and the verb, 0TEAAcD.

BapPapos, -ou, 0 | barbarian noun

Stem: BoapPapo Bap-Pa-pos (bar-ba-ros) n-2a
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Stakovos, -ou, O
Stem: Siokovo

servant, deacon noun

S1-a-ko-vos (di-a-ko-nos) n-2a
This noun may also be divided as Bld—Ko—vos (cf. §5.2.1[8])

Soulos, -ou, O
Stem: Soulo

slave, bond-servant noun

dou-Aos (dol-los) n-2a

Beos, -ou, O
Stem: Beo

God, god noun

Be-os (the-6s) n-2a

This term may refer to the one and only true God of Scripture, or
a deity (or deities) of false religions. The definite article occurs
often before the noun: 0 Bgos, Tou Beou, T Bed.

Bpovos, -ou, o throne noun
Stem: Bpovo 6po-vos (thré-nos) n-2a
Kol and conjunction
(connective)
even, also, namely adverb
kol (kai)

Ko may function either as a conjunction or as an adverb.
Include both parts of speech on the same card with its
corresponding definition. As a conjunction, it functions as
a connective, joining two words of like nature (two nouns,
two verbs, two adjectives, two adverbs, etc.), or two
clauses, two sentences, or even two paragraphs. As an
adverb, it modifies another adverb or verb.

9

KOOUOS, -OU, O
Stem: koouo

world, cosmos noun

ko-opos (ké-smos) n-2a

KUPLOS, -OU, O
Stem: kupto

Lord, lord, master noun

kU-p1-os (ky-ri-os) n-2a

AeTpos, -0U, O
Stem: Aempo

leper noun

Ae-pos (le-prés) n-2a

Aoyos, -ou, O
Stem: Aoyo

word, message, statement noun

Ao-yos (I6-gos) n-2a

uubos, -ov, O
Stem: pubo

myth noun

uu-6os (my-thos) n-2a
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Nikodnuos, -ou, o
Stem: Nikodnuo

Nicodemus

noun, proper name

Ni-ko-8n-pos (Ni-ké-dé

-mos) n-2a

VOLOS, -0u, O
Stem: vouo

law, Law

noun

VO-Hos (né-mos) n-2a

o, 1, TO

the article

(demonstrative pronoun)

6 (ho), 1 (h&), TO (to)
The lexical form of the article is
singular.

the nominative masculine

olKos, -0u, O house noun
Stem: oiko ol-kos (oi-kos) n-2a

b /7 ~ ¢

opdavos, -ou, o orphan noun

Stem: opdavo

op-pa-vos (or-pha-nds) n-2a

MéTpos, -ou, O

Peter

noun, proper name

Stem: TTeTpo Me-Tpos (Pé-tros) n-2a
ulos, -0u, O son noun
Stem: Uio ui-os (hui-6s) n-2a
UHVOS, -OU, O hymn houn

Stem: Upvo

U-pvos (hy-mnos) n-2a

XOpOSs, -0U, O
Stem: xopo

chorus, dancing

noun

X0-pos (cho-rés) n-2a

XpioTiovos, -ou, o
Stem: XploTiavo

Christian

noun, proper name

Xp1-o0Ti-a-vos (Chri-sti-a-nés) n-2a

XploTos, -oU, o
Stem: XploTo

Christ

noun, proper name, title

Xp1-0Tos (Chri-stés) n-2a

JYoAuods, -ou, o
Stem: YaAuo

psalm

noun

JoA-pos (psal-més) n-2a

Click here for Lesson Six vocabulary flash vocabulary tools.
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Study Guide

Second Declension Nouns (Module A)
Masculine Nouns and the Article
Morphology: The Nominal System (Part 1)

There are two major building blocks in NTGreek: the nominal and verbal
forms. This lesson introduced the Greek nominal inflectional system. The
questions below emphasize the basics covered in Lesson Six.
Exercise One: Multiple choice. Choose the best answer.
1. How many case forms are there for the Greek article?

a. eighteen c. twelve

b. twenty-four d. twenty

2. What vowel is the predominant stem vowel for the second declension?
a. o c. O

b. v d w

3. The article always
a. has a rough breathing c. has a smooth breathing
b. precedes the noun d. begins with a tau.

4. When a substantive has the article, the noun is considered
a. anarthrous c. articular
b. a vocative d. declined

5. How many declensions are there in NTGreek?
a. one c. three

b. two d. four
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6. The cases in NTGreek are
a. vocative and nominative  d. answersaandb
b. genitive e. answersbandc
c. dative and accusative f. answers a, b, and c
7. Which declension contains the largest number of Greek nouns?
a. first declension c. third declension
b. second declension d. fourth declension
8. The great majority of nouns belonging to the second declension are
a. masculine and neuter c. masculine and feminine
b. feminine and neuter d. masculine, feminine, and neuter
9. The nominative case is primarily used to indicate
a. the direct object c. the subject of the sentence
b. the indirect object d. the position of the article
10. The article agrees with the substantive it modifies in
a. gender and number c. number and case
b. gender, number, and case d. gender and case
11. In Greek, a noun’s gender is
a. sexual c. intuitive

b. grammatical d. answersaandc
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12. The dative case usually indicates

a. the direct object of the verb C.

b. the indirect object of the verb d.

13. The accusative case usually indicates

a. the direct object of the verb C.

b. the indirect object of the verb d.

14. One use of the genitive case is

a. the direct object of the verb C.

b. the indirect object of the verb d.

15. What are the genders in Greek?

a. masculine, feminine C.

b. male, female, neuter d.

16. Grammatical parsing pertains to

the subject of the sentence

direct address

the subject of the sentence

direct address

possession

direct address

masculine, feminine, neuter

masculine, feminine, unisex

a. the “breaking apart” and identifying the separate grammatical

components of an inflected word.

b. citing all the possible different inflectional forms in both the

singular and plural numbers.

c. designating the appropriate declension-paradigm nomenclature

to a substantive.

d. designate the relationship between second declension nouns and
their related paradigms to other declensions.

e. differentiate between the five and eight case system.
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17. The final form of the masculine dative singular is due to
a. contraction c. absorption
b. replacement d. compensation
18. A paradigm is
a. anoun’s declension determined by its stem termination.
b. an orderly arrangement of all the possible inflected forms of a
word, and serves as the model for all other words that fit the
inflectional pattern.

c. a word that names or designates a person, thing, or quality.

d. that which establishes the grammatical function of a substantive
to other words, whereas its inflection determines the case.

19. What is the approximate percentage of all NTGreek words that have a
case ending?

a. 40% c. 60%
b. 50% d. 80%
Exercise Two: Fill in the blank.

1. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the Greek article.

Singular Plural
Masculine | Feminine | Neuter | Masculine | Feminine | Neuter
Nominative
Genitive
Dative
Accusative
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2. Fill in the blank with the correct Greek article (if required) before each of

the following nouns.

a. ____ hoyos
b.  xipiw
c. ____ beot
d. __ Bewv

e. Aoyous

w

ayyeAos
QVUTIXPIOTOS
XploTiavos
Nikodnuos
opdpovos
TTeTpos
oppoavou
BapBapos

SQ@ "0 a0 0o

N

f. avBpcatrov k. KUploUsS

7 4 4
g. omooToAwV | Bpovou
h. vlols m. XploTe
. bl /7
i ovBpcoTre n. KOGUOV
j. G TTOOTOAOUS  ©. XOPOU

—

T o0 5 3

declensional masculine noun, kup1os.

. Transliterate the following words from your vocabulary into English.

UHVOS
6povos
PoApos
uubos

. Aempos

XOPOS
aSeAdos

S10Kkovos

. In the table below, supply the de/clensional endings for the second

Singular Plural
Nominative | kuplo___ KUplo____
Genitive | kupl Kupl
Dative | Kkupl Kuplo___
Accusative | kUplo___ kuplo
Vocative | kupl___ Kupto___
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Exercise Three: Dictation. First, listen to the instructor pronounce a word
from the lesson’s vocabulary list. Then spell the Greek word with the
appropriate breathing and/or accent marks. After you have spelled the
Greek word, give its definition in the right hand column.

Word Definition
listen | 1.
listen | 2.
listen | 3.
listen | 4.
listen | 5.
listen | 6.
listen | 7.
listen | 8.
listen | Q.
listen | 10.
listen | 11.
listen | 12.
listen | 13.
listen | 14.
listen | 15.
listen | 16.
listen | 17.
listen | 18.
listen | 19.
listen | 20.
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Exercise Four: True or False. Choose whether the statement is true or
false.

1. The method of expressing ideas within a language is integrated into its
complete linguistic organization. True False

2. Greek nouns inflect for gender as they do for number. True False
3. Greek nouns are classified into one of three declensions. True False

4. An indirect object is a noun or noun phrase that names the person or
thing indirectly affected by the action of the verb. True False

5. The nominative singular form is a noun’s lexical entry. True False

6. All Greek nouns have gender despite the fact that they do not always
indicate sex. True False

7. The Greek nominal system is based on word stems that remain
constant when various suffixes modify the word’s grammatical function
in the sentence. True False

8. Whereas case endings determine a noun’s function, the stem carries
the basic meaning of the word. True False

9. It was not until Modern Greek that substantives were grouped into one
of three declensions according to their similar patters. True False

10. A noun’s declension is determined by its stem termination.
True False

11. "Avepcorrog follows the n-3a paradigm. True False

12. The genius of case represented by inflection allows word order to be
freerin Greek. True False

13. A frequent use of the genitive case is to indicate possession.
True False

14. Substantives in the dative case are inflected in both the singular and
plural forms. True False
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