
Grammatical Concord and the Greek Article 
As it Relates to Nouns 

 
Grammatical concord (< Latin concordia, “of one mind”) relates to the 
grammatical agreement (or harmony) with respect to gender, number, and 
case of different parts of speech (i.e., articles, adjectives) modifying nouns.  
 
Because the article inflects to agree with the noun (or any substantive) it 
modifies in gender, number, and case, this necessitates that there are 
twenty-four forms in all; a separate form for both singular and plural for 
each of the four cases and for each of the three genders. 
 

Singular Plural listen 

Masculine Feminine Neuter Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative       o9       h9    to/      oi9      ai9     ta& 
Genitive     tou=     th=j   tou=     tw~n     tw~n    tw~n
Dative     tw~|      th=|     tw~|     toi=j     tai=j    toi=j
Accusative     to/n     th/n    to/     tou/j     ta&j     ta/ 
 
As can be observed above, there are not twenty-four distinct forms of the 
article.  Several of them are identical for different cases (to/, ta&) and 
genders (tou=, tw~n, tw~|, toi=j), bringing the unique forms to seventeen. 
 
Study the following information carefully concerning these overlaps.  Many 
hours of frustration will be saved by understanding this material. 
 
1. The genitive masculine and neuter singular articles are spelled and 

pronounced identically (tou=), as well as the genitive singular case 
ending (-ou).  The genitive masculine and neuter singular articles 
modify their respective genders.  In these instances, it is impossible to 
know the noun’s gender from the inflected form of the article or the 
nouns’ case ending.  Therefore, it is very important to learn the lexical 
gender of every second declension masculine and neuter noun.   

 
tou= lo/gou, tou= a)nqrw&pou Genitive masculine 

singular nouns with 
their articles tou= a)posto/lou, tou= qeou=, tou= kuri/ou 

tou= e1rgou, tou= te/knou, tou= dw&rou Genitive neuter  
singular nouns with 
their articles tou= sabba&tou, tou= i9erou= 
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Because the genitive masculine and neuter singular articles are identical, 
parse isolated articles to reflect both genders. 
 

tou= - genitive masculine/neuter singular of o9, “of the”. 
 

 
The lexical form of the genitive masculine/neuter singular 
article is always the nominative masculine singular, o9. 

 
If the article tou= modifies a noun, however, it must always be parsed 
according to the lexical gender of the noun, thus reflecting the grammatical 
concord (agreement) between the article and the noun it is modifying. 
 

tou= lo/gou - genitive masculine singular of o9, “of the”. 
 
tou= e1rgou - genitive neuter singular of o9, “of the”. 
 

The masculine and neuter singular nouns above will always maintain their 
lexical gender irrespective of the case ending. 
 

lo/gou - genitive masculine singular of lo/goj, n-2a, “word, 
message, statement”. 

 
e1rgou - genitive neuter singular of e1rgon, n-2c, “word, deed, action” 
 

2. The genitive masculine, feminine and neuter plural articles are spelled 
and pronounced identically (tw~n), as well as the genitive plural case 
ending (-wn).  The genitive masculine, feminine and neuter plural 
articles modify their respective genders.   

 
tw~n lo/gwn, tw~n a)nqrw&pwn Genitive masculine 

plural nouns with 
their articles tw~n a)posto/lwn, tw~n qew~n, tw~n kuri/wn
Genitive feminine 
plural nouns with 
their articles 

tw~n o9dw~n, tw~n bi/blwn, tw~n diale/ktwn 

tw~n e1rgwn, tw~n te/knwn, tw~n dw&rwn Genitive neuter  
plural nouns with 
their articles tw~n sabba&twn, tw~n i9erw~n 
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Again, it is impossible to recognize the noun’s gender from the inflected 
form of the article or the nouns’ case ending.  Therefore, it is crucial to 
learn the lexical gender of every second declension masculine, feminine 
and neuter noun.   
 
Because the genitive masculine, feminine and neuter plural articles are 
identical, parse isolated articles to reflect all three genders. 
 

tw~n - genitive masculine/feminine/neuter plural of o9, “of the”. 
 

 
The lexical form of the genitive plural article is always the 
nominative masculine singular, o9.  The article does not 
belong to any one declension; therefore, no declension 
should be given for the article under any circumstances. 

 
If the article tw~n modifies a noun, you must always parse it according to 
the lexical gender of the noun.  Grammatical concord (agreement) 
between the article and the noun must be maintained.   
 

tw~n lo/gwn - genitive masculine plural of o9, “of the”. 
 
tw~n o9dw~n - genitive feminine plural of o9, “of the”. 
 
tw~n e1rgwn - genitive neuter plural of o9, “of the”. 
 

The masculine, feminine, and neuter plural nouns above always will 
maintain their lexical gender irrespective of their case ending. 
 

lo/gwn - genitive masculine plural of lo/goj, n-2a, “word, message, 
statement”. 

 
o9dw~n - genitive feminine plural of o9do/j, n-2b, “road, way, journey” 
 
e1rgwn - genitive neuter plural of e1rgon, n-2c, “work, deed, action”. 
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3. The dative masculine and neuter singular articles are spelled and 

pronounced identically (tw~|), as well as the dative case ending (-w|).  
The dative masculine and neuter singular articles modify their 
respective genders.   

 
tw~| lo/gw|, tw~| a)nqrw&pw| Dative masculine 

singular nouns with 
their articles tw~| a)posto/lw|, tw~| qew~|, tw~| kuri/w| 

tw~| e1rgw|, tw~| te/knw|, tw~| dw&rw| Dative neuter  
singular nouns with 
their articles tw~| sabba&tw|, tw~| i9erw~| 

 
Once again, it is impossible to recognize the gender of the second 
declension masculine and neuter nouns from the inflected form of the 
article.  Therefore, always memorize a noun’s lexical gender. 
 
Because the dative masculine and neuter singular articles are identical, 
parse isolated articles to reflect both genders. 
 

tw~| - dative masculine/neuter singular of o9, “to/for/by the” 
 

 
The lexical form of the dative masculine/neuter singular 
article is always the nominative masculine singular, o9.  
The key words, “to”/”for”/”by” may be inserted as part of 
its meaning.  Context will dictate which one is correct. 

 
If the article modifies a noun, the article is parsed according to the lexical 
gender of the noun.  Grammatical concord (agreement) between the article 
and the noun must be maintained. 
 

tw~| lo/gw| - dative masculine singular of o9, “to/for/by the”. 
 
tw| e1rgw| - dative neuter singular of o9, “to/for/by the”. 
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The masculine and neuter dative singular nouns above will always 
maintain their lexical gender irrespective of their case ending. 
 

lo/gw| - dative masculine singular of lo/goj, n-2a, “to/for/by word, 
message, statement”. 

 
e1rgw| - dative neuter singular of e1rgon, n-2c, “to/for/by work, deed, 

action”. 
 

4. The dative masculine and neuter plural articles are spelled and 
pronounced identically (toi=j), as well as the dative plural case (-ij).   

 
toi=j lo/goij, toi=j a)nqrw&poij Dative masculine 

plural nouns with 
their articles toi=j a)posto/loij, toi=j qeoi=j 

toi=j e1rgoij, toi=j te/knoij Dative neuter  
plural nouns with 
their articles toi=j sabba&toij, toi=j i9eroi=j 

 
Because the dative masculine and neuter singular articles are identical, 
parse isolated articles to reflect both genders. 
 

toi=j - dative masculine/neuter plural of o9, “to/for/by the” 
 

 
The lexical form of the dative masculine/neuter plural 
article is always the nominative masculine singular, o9.  
The key words, “to”/”for”/”by” may be inserted as part of 
its meaning.  Context will dictate which one is correct. 

 
If the article toi=j modifies a noun, however, you must always parse it 
according to the lexical gender of the noun.  Grammatical concord 
(agreement) between the article and the noun is never violated.  
 

toi=j lo/goij - dative masculine plural of o9, “to/for/by the”. 
 
toi=j e1rgoij - dative neuter plural of o9, “to/for/by the”. 
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The masculine and neuter dative plural nouns above will always maintain 
their lexical gender irrespective of the case ending. 
  

lo/goij - dative masculine plural of lo/goj, n-2a, “to/for/by word, 
message, statement”. 

 
e1rgoij - dative neuter plural of e1rgon, n-2c, “to/for/by work, deed, 

action”. 
 
5. The neuter nominative and accusative singular articles are spelled and 

pronounced identically (to/).   
 

to\ e1rgon, to\ te/knon, to\ dw~ron Neuter nominative 
singular nouns with 
their articles to\ sa&bbaton, to\ i9ero/n 

to\ e1rgon, to\ te/knon, to\ dw~ron Neuter accusative 
singular nouns with 
their articles to\ sa&bbaton, to\ i9ero/n 

 
Because neuter nominative and accusative singular articles are 
identical, parse isolated articles to reflect both cases. 
 

to/ - nominative/accusative neuter singular of o9, “the” 
 

 
The lexical form of nominative and accusative neuter 
singular articles is always the nominative masculine 
singular, o9.  Only context can determine when the article 
should be parsed nominative or accusative singular. 

 
If the article modifies a noun, the article is parsed to agree with the case of 
the noun.  Grammatical concord (agreement) between the article and the 
noun’s case must be maintained.   
 
In isolated circumstances, neuter nominative and accusative singular 
nouns should also be parsed identically to reflect all possibilities. 
 

e1rgon - nominative/accusative neuter singular of e1rgon, n-2c, 
“work, deed, action”. 

 
dw~ron - nominative/accusative neuter singular of dw~ron, n-2c, 

“gift”. 
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6. The nominative and accusative neuter plural articles are spelled and 

pronounced identically (ta&).  The alpha is always pronounced long.  
Articles modify their respective cases. 

 
ta_ e1rga, ta_ te/kna, ta_ dw~ra Neuter nominative 

plural nouns with their 
articles ta_ sa&bbata, ta_ i9era& 

ta_ e1rga, ta_ te/kna, ta_ dw~ra Neuter accusative 
plural nouns with their 
articles ta_ sa&bbata, ta_ i9era& 

 
Because neuter nominative and accusative plural articles are identical, 
parse isolated articles to reflect both cases. 
 

ta& - nominative/accusative neuter plural of o9, “the” 
 

 
The lexical form of nominative and accusative neuter 
plural articles is always the nominative masculine 
singular, o9.  Only context can dictate when the article 
should be parsed nominative or accusative plural. 

 
In isolated circumstances, neuter nominative and accusative plural nouns 
should also be parsed identically to reflect all possibilities. 
 

e1rga - nominative/accusative neuter plural of e1rgon, n-2c, “work, 
deed, action”. 

 
dw~ra - nominative/accusative neuter plural of dw~ron, n-2c, “gift”. 
 

7.  There are no vocative forms of the Greek article.  Many times the 
nominative singular and plural case forms in the second declension, 
however, are used in direct address like the vocative.  In such cases, 
the nominative normally has the article when functioning as a vocative, 
whereas the vocative never has the article. 

 
The Parsing of the Greek Article 

 
On the next page, the Greek article is parsed according to each of its 
seventeen distinctive forms.  As these examples indicate, whenever a form 
has several possible ways to be parsed, it is important to cite these 
possibilities. 
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