Grammatical Concord and the Greek Article
As it Relates to Nouns

Grammatical concord (< Latin concordia, “of one mind”) relates to the
grammatical agreement (or harmony) with respect to gender, number, and
case of different parts of speech (i.e., articles, adjectives) modifying nouns.

Because the article inflects to agree with the noun (or any substantive) it
modifies in gender, number, and case, this necessitates that there are
twenty-four forms in all; a separate form for both singular and plural for

each of the four cases and for each of the three genders.

listen Singular Plural
Masculine | Feminine | Neuter | Masculine | Feminine | Neuter
Nominative o n T0 ol ol TO
Genitive TOU s | Tou TV TV | TQV
Dative TR ™ T | TOlS Tals | TOIS
Accusative TOV ™mv TO TOUS TS TA

As can be observed above, there are not twenty-four distinct forms of the

article. Several of them are identical for different cases (To, T&) and

genders (Tou, TV, Tw, Tols), bringing the unique forms to seventeen.

Study the following information carefully concerning these overlaps. Many
hours of frustration will be saved by understanding this material.

1. The genitive masculine and neuter singular articles are spelled and
pronounced identically (Tou), as well as the genitive singular case

ending (-ou). The genitive masculine and neuter singular articles

modify their respective genders. In these instances, it is impossible to
know the noun’s gender from the inflected form of the article or the
nouns’ case ending. Therefore, it is very important to learn the lexical

gender of every second declension masculine and neuter noun.

Genitive masculine
singular nouns with
their articles

~ / ~ /
Tou Aoyou, Tou avbpyTou

~ ) /7 ~ ~ ~ /
TOU aTmooToAou, Tou feou, Tou kuplou

Genitive neuter
singular nouns with
their articles

TOU Epyou, Tou TEKVOU, Tou Sdpou

~ 4 ~ ~
Tou caPPaTou, Tou lepou
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Because the genitive masculine and neuter singular articles are identical,
parse isolated articles to reflect both genders.

TOU - genitive masculine/neuter singular of o, “of the”.

The lexical form of the genitive masculine/neuter singular
article is always the nominative masculine singular, o.

If the article Tou modifies a noun, however, it must always be parsed
according to the lexical gender of the noun, thus reflecting the grammatical
concord (agreement) between the article and the noun it is modifying.

ToU )\éyou - genitive masculine singular of o, “of the”.

~

TOU EPYOV - genitive neuter singular of o, “of the”.

The masculine and neuter singular nouns above will always maintain their
lexical gender irrespective of the case ending.

}\éyou - genitive masculine singular of Aoyos, n-2a, “word,
message, statement”.

”

é’pyou - genitive neuter singular of Epyov, n-2¢, “word, deed, action

2. The genitive masculine, feminine and neuter plural articles are spelled
and pronounced identically (Tcav), as well as the genitive plural case
ending (-cwov). The genitive masculine, feminine and neuter plural
articles modify their respective genders.

.. . ~ /4 ~ b /7
Genitive mascglme TWV )\OYOO\), TWV GVGpOO]TOJV
plural nouns with

. . ~ 7 / ~ ~ ~ 4
their articles TWV aTMooTOAwWV, TwV Becav, TwV Kuplwv

Genitive feminine

~ c ~ ~ 4 ~ /
plural nouns with | TGV 08wV, TV BiBAcwV, TV S1oAEKTwY
their articles

Genitive neuter TQV EPY WV, TAV TEKVWV, TAV SIpwV
plural nouns with — - P =
their articles TV ooPBRaTwv, TWVY IEPV
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Again, it is impossible to recognize the noun’s gender from the inflected
form of the article or the nouns’ case ending. Therefore, it is crucial to
learn the lexical gender of every second declension masculine, feminine
and neuter noun.

Because the genitive masculine, feminine and neuter plural articles are
identical, parse isolated articles to reflect all three genders.

TGV - genitive masculine/feminine/neuter plural of o, “of the”.

@ The lexical form of the genitive plural article is always the
nominative masculine singular, 0. The article does not
belong to any one declension; therefore, no declension
should be given for the article under any circumstances.

If the article Tcov modifies a noun, you must always parse it according to
the lexical gender of the noun. Grammatical concord (agreement)
between the article and the noun must be maintained.

TV )\éywv - genitive masculine plural of o, “of the”.
TV 08V - genitive feminine plural of o, “of the”.
TV s’s’pycov - genitive neuter plural of o, “of the”.

The masculine, feminine, and neuter plural nouns above always will
maintain their lexical gender irrespective of their case ending.

)\o'yoov - genitive masculine plural of }\éyog, n-2a, “word, message,
statement”.

o8V - genitive feminine plural of 68ds, n-2b, “road, way, journey”

Epyoov - genitive neuter plural of ’épyov, n-2c, “work, deed, action”.
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3. The dative masculine and neuter singular articles are spelled and
pronounced identically (Tcd), as well as the dative case ending (-w).
The dative masculine and neuter singular articles modify their
respective genders.

| . ~ / ~ b /7

Dat|ve masculme. TW )\oyoo, TW avacoﬂoo

singular nouns with — — = = 7

their articles TwW GWOGTO)\OQ, TW 6809, TW KUPlw
. ~ 9y ~ 4 ~ /

Dative neuter | T¢y EPY W), TG TEKVE, T 0P

singular nouns with ,: . - - — (L — : :

their articles TwW OGBBGT(JQ, TW IEPW

Once again, it is impossible to recognize the gender of the second
declension masculine and neuter nouns from the inflected form of the
article. Therefore, always memorize a noun’s lexical gender.

Because the dative masculine and neuter singular articles are identical,
parse isolated articles to reflect both genders.

To:) - dative masculine/neuter singular of o, “to/for/by the”

@ The lexical form of the dative masculine/neuter singular
article is always the nominative masculine singular, 0.
The key words, “to”/"for"/”by” may be inserted as part of
its meaning. Context will dictate which one is correct.

If the article modifies a noun, the article is parsed according to the lexical
gender of the noun. Grammatical concord (agreement) between the article
and the noun must be maintained.

T Aoy - dative masculine singular of 6, “toffor/by the”.

TW ’épycg - dative neuter singular of o, “to/for/by the”.
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The masculine and neuter dative singular nouns above will always
maintain their lexical gender irrespective of their case ending.

)\6}/0@ - dative masculine singular of )\éyog, n-2a, “to/for/by word,
message, statement”.

Epyog - dative neuter singular of é’pyov, n-2c, “to/for/by work, deed,
action”.

4. The dative masculine and neuter plural articles are spelled and
pronounced identically (Tois), as well as the dative plural case (-15).

. . ~ /4 ~ b /
Dative mascuh.ne TOIS )\oy()lg, TOIlS vaepooTI'OIS‘
plural nouns with — - = =~
their articles TOls aTooToAols, Tols Beols
. ~ bl ~ /
Dative neuter TOIS EPYOLS, TOIS TEKVOIS
plural nouns with — n p— =
their articles Tols caPPaTols, Tols lepols

Because the dative masculine and neuter singular articles are identical,
parse isolated articles to reflect both genders.

TOTS - dative masculine/neuter plural of 0, “to/for/by the”

@ The lexical form of the dative masculine/neuter plural

article is always the nominative masculine singular, 0.
The key words, “to”/"for"/’by” may be inserted as part of

its meaning. Context will dictate which one is correct.

If the article Tols modifies a noun, however, you must always parse it
according to the lexical gender of the noun. Grammatical concord
(agreement) between the article and the noun is never violated.

TOlS )\éYOIs‘ - dative masculine plural of o, “to/for/by the”.

bl

TOIS EPYOIS - dative neuter plural of o, “to/for/by the”.
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The masculine and neuter dative plural nouns above will always maintain
their lexical gender irrespective of the case ending.

}\éYOIg - dative masculine plural of A\oyos, n-2a, “to/for/by word,
message, statement”.

é’pyong - dative neuter plural of épyov, n-2c, “to/for/by work, deed,
action”.

5. The neuter nominative and accusative singular articles are spelled and
pronounced identically (To).

Neuter nominative TO EPYOV, TO TEKVOV, TO SPOV
singular nouns with < v T 7

their articles TO caPPBaTov, TO lEpoV

Neuter accusative | TO EDyOV, TO TEKVOV, TO 8GPOV
singular nouns with < v . 7

their articles TO caPPoaTov, TO IEPOV

Because neuter nominative and accusative singular articles are
identical, parse isolated articles to reflect both cases.

4 . . . . 3
TO - nominative/accusative neuter singular of o, “the”

@ The lexical form of nominative and accusative neuter
singular articles is always the nominative masculine
singular, 0. Only context can determine when the article
should be parsed nominative or accusative singular.

If the article modifies a noun, the article is parsed to agree with the case of
the noun. Grammatical concord (agreement) between the article and the
noun’s case must be maintained.

In isolated circumstances, neuter nominative and accusative singular
nouns should also be parsed identically to reflect all possibilities.

b . . . . 9
EPYOV - nominative/accusative neuter singular of epyov, n-2c,
“work, deed, action”.

S&pov - hominative/accusative neuter singular of &I)pov, n-2c,
“gift”.
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6. The nominative and accu§ative neuter plural articles are spelled and
pronounced identically (Ta). The alpha is always pronounced long.
Articles modify their respective cases.

Neuter nominative | T 0y, TO TEKVE, TOX SQP
plural nouns with their < 5 - 7
articles T caPPaTa, T lEpa
Neuter accusaf[ive _ T&X gpya, TEX TéKVG, T\a &I)pa
plural nouns with their . 5 - 7
articles T ooBPaTa, T lepa

Because neuter nominative and accusative plural articles are identical,
parse isolated articles to reflect both cases.

/ . . . 3
T - nominative/accusative neuter plural of o, “the”

@ The lexical form of nominative and accusative neuter
plural articles is always the nominative masculine

singular, 0. Only context can dictate when the article
should be parsed nominative or accusative plural.

In isolated circumstances, neuter nominative and accusative plural nouns
should also be parsed identically to reflect all possibilities.

é'pyO( - nominative/accusative neuter plural of ’épyov, n-2c, “work,
deed, action”.

S(I)pO( - nominative/accusative neuter plural of Schov, n-2c, “gift”.

7. There are no vocative forms of the Greek article. Many times the
nominative singular and plural case forms in the second declension,
however, are used in direct address like the vocative. In such cases,
the nominative normally has the article when functioning as a vocative,
whereas the vocative never has the article.

The Parsing of the Greek Article

On the next page, the Greek article is parsed according to each of its
seventeen distinctive forms. As these examples indicate, whenever a form
has several possible ways to be parsed, it is important to cite these
possibilities.
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ayl mu reanid aululway aAllesnooe mﬁ._.
ayl mu reanid aulnosew aAlesnooe ,m_wOP
ay1 Agy/ioy/01 mu reanid auluIWa} anITep mm\b.r
ay1 Ag/ioy/01 mu reanid Janauy/aulnasew aAIep m_\O._.
auy1 Jo mu reanid Jalnauyauluiway/aulnasew anmuah >@u.r
ay} mu reand Janau aAITesnaJe/aAIeUIWLIOU x\u.r
ayy mu reanid auIuIWay} aAleuIWIOU _vb
ay} mu reanid aulnasew aAleulwIOU _VO
ayl mu Jejnbuis auIuIWay} aAlfesnodoe >f.r
ay} mu Je|nbuis auljnasew aAlesnooe >\OP
ay1 Aq/104/01 mu Jenbuis auluIway aAlrep _.MC.
ay1 Aq/104/01 mu Jenbuis Jainau/aulnasew anep n,.mu.r
ayl Jo @ Jenbuis auluIway anuab m_,(C.
ayl Jo @ rejnbuis Janau/aulnasew aAniuab DOP
ayl @ Iejnbuis Ja1nau aAIesNJdR/aAeUIWOoU muP
ay} @ Jenbuis auluIway anjeulwou r_
ayl @ Jenbuis aulnosew aneulwou @
uoniulyeg | wio4 [eaIxa | Jagqunp lapuao ase) 3011y
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