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88.0 Introduction

Lessons Six and Seven examined second declension nouns. Second
declension nouns encompassed all three genders, masculine, feminine,
and neuter nouns, whose nominal stem ended with an omikron. Three
paradigms were set forth for second declension nouns as they inflected for
case, gender and number. These paradigms were designated as n-2a
(masculine nouns), n-2b (feminine nouns), and n-2c (neuter nouns).

We now come to a new declension, the first declension. Nouns of this
declension will also have different paradigms as they inflect for case,
gender and number. Furthermore, the pattern of first declension noun
endings will differ from those of the second declension.

First declension nouns differ from second declension nouns in several
respects. First, feminine nouns dominate the declension with masculine
nouns in a remote second. Second, there are not any neuter nouns in the
first declension. Third, while the omikron sound dominated the second
declension, the alpha or éta sounds control the first declension. Finally, all
first declension feminine nouns exhibit identical case-number suffixes.
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Eight different noun patterns are in the first declension, reflected in eight
different paradigms. However, only three of these eight will be examined
in this lesson, with the remaining five studied in Lesson Nine. The
essential distinction between these paradigms is due to phonetic changes
in the singular inflectional forms. These phonetic changes involve the
alpha changing to éta throughout the singular, while in a few other nouns
the alpha becomes éta in the genitive and dative singular only.

§8.1

1.

General Observations of First Declension Nouns

Nominal stems that belong to the first declension terminate with
either the vowel alpha or éta. If all the singular forms terminate with
alpha, it is considered an -a “pure” noun (cf. n-1a). If all the singular
forms terminate with éta, then it is considered an -n “pure” noun (cf.
n-1b). A noun, whose stem is a mixture of both alpha and éta in the
singular forms, is considered a “hybrid” noun (cf. n-1c

The first declension is often called the alpha-declension since most
nouns belonging to this declension terminate with the vowel alpha
before the case endings are appended.

The first declension is composed mostly of feminine nouns.
Masculine nouns are only about thirty percent of all first declension
nouns. There are not any neuter nouns in the first declension.

The nominative singular is the lexical entry for all first declension
nouns, whether feminine or masculine.

Eight different paradigms are in the first declension. These are
designated as n-1a, n-1b, n-1c, n-1d, n-1e, n-1f, n-1g and n-1h.

Regardless of the nominal stem, all feminine nouns are inflected
identically according to their number and case. Furthermore,
reqgardless of a first declension noun’s paradigm, all plural case
endings are identical.

The article inflects to modify both feminine and masculine first
declension nouns according to gender, number and case.

The nominative and vocative singular forms have no case ending.
Their forms are identical to the lexical entry.

Vocative plurals are identical to nominative plural case endings.
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88.2 Flow Chart for First Declension Feminine Nouns

What vowel terminates
the nominative feminine singular noun?

|

Does epsilon, iota, or rho
precede alpha?

n-1b Pure -n

@ dwvn  dwval

dcovns  Ppwvcov

n-la Pure -o -EO n-1c  Hybrid dwvn  dwvals
Swpea  Swpeal 8o Sokat paovny - paovos
Swpeas Swpedv Sons Sofcav ¢oovn  pwval
Swpex  Swpeals Sokn  Sofats
Swpeav dwpeds Sokav Sofas
Swpea  Swpeal Soka  Sofat
or
NOTES

n-la Pure -o -1 This flowchart illustrates a simple method

KO p510( KO(p5 Lol to d_etg rmine the.paradigm that a first declension
, ~ feminine noun will follow.

Kopdlas Kapdicov
KX p5|g kopdlais A maximum of two decisions is necessary
Ko pdlov kopdia to determine the correct paradigm for these nouns.

p5/ p5/ S These paradigms represent 99.99% of all
Kapowax  kKapotai first declension feminine nouns.

l or Regardless which paradigm a first declension
feminine noun follows (n-1a, n-1b, n-1c), the plural

n-la Pure -o -pa case endings for all three are identical.
(i')pO( (:)pO(l "Pure" relates to which vowel terminates the

A singular stem (all plurals have identical

wpas  wpwv case-number endings): n-1a [Pure -af;

wWpx wpals n-1b [Pure n]; n-1c [Hybrid, both -o and -n].

WPAV WP
P % pos Explanation for the shift of accents for first

wpa wpat declension nouns, as well as for second

declension nouns, will be presented in Lesson Ten.
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88.3 First Declension Feminine Alpha Pure Nouns (n-1a)

Except for three contracted noun stems, all feminine nouns in the first
declension that terminate with the a-pure stem are uncontracted. These
stems represent the bulk of first declension nouns; for this reason, the first
declension is usually identified as the alpha-declension.

Most first declension feminine noun stems, whose last letter before the
stem vowel is either a vowel or rh4, and have the abbreviated genitive
singular -as terminate with a long alpha. However, forty-seven vocalic
stems terminate with a short alpha. No phonological explanation exists
why the long alpha sometimes becomes short. In these instances, the
alpha is short in the nominative, accusative, and vocative singular, and the
noun is accented with the acute on the antepenult lexical form (e.qg.
aAnBetar). Whether the alpha is long or short, all first declension feminine
o-pure nouns are designated as n-1a.

A vowel comparison between feminine singular stems with their respective
case-number endings, terminating with a long or short alpha, may be

represented in the chart below. The actual singular case-number inflected
endings are represented in red. The macron above the vowel represents a

K, n

long alpha and the “v”, a short alpha.

Singular
n-la Long Stem Alpha | Short Stem Alpha
Nominative | & &
Genitive | OS oS
Dative | & (i6ta subscript) O (idta subscript)
Accusative | oV av
Vocative | O o

Regardless of the vocalic quality of the alpha in the singular form, all first
declension plural nouns are inflected identically in their respective case-
number endings.

Some nouns of foreign origin whose stems do not terminate with a vowel
or rhé also use the a-pure inflected case-number endings (cf. §8.3.4).
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88.3.1 Case formation. The case endings for a-pure first declension
feminine nouns are also identical to n-1b and n-1c first declension feminine
nouns. The case endings are indicated below in red. Comments about
their formation follow. The feminine noun cpa serves for the n-1a
paradigm.

cl')pO(, -as, ﬁ (hour) d)pO( + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative C:Spa"z cf.)pO(l6
Genitive | cpas? WPRV’
Dative | cpa wpPals
Accusative d’)pO(v (.i')pO(s‘3
Vocative | cpas WP

1. The stems of first declension uncontracted feminine nouns terminating
with alpha (long or short) are identical both in their nominative and
vocative singular forms. The nominative and vocative singular forms do
not exhibit any inflected case-number endings. The alpha which
terminates these nouns is actually the stem vowel. A few introductory
NTGreek grammars posit that the case ending for first declension
nominative and vocative ending terminates with -a. They do this with
the hope it will help the beginning student, but in the end, it actually
hinders.

2. The accented nominative singular form is the lexical entry for all first
declension feminine nouns. In a Greek-English lexicon, its abbreviated
genitive singular follows to indicate its declension-paradigm pattern,
then an article to specify its grammatical gender.

3. The feminine genitive singular and accusative plural case endings are
inflected identically. Normally context or modifying words will help
determine its proper case function. Furthermore, when first declension
nouns are accented on the ultima in the nominative singular, they
regularly have the circumflex on the genitive singular and the acute
accent on the accusative plural (Scopeas / Scopedas).
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4. The feminine dative singular is actually the stem + 1. The i6ta regularly
monophthongizes and is written under the long alpha as an iéta

subscript.

Dative Singular: po +1 > wpal > WPQ

——

The stem vowel, alpha, first combines
with the dative feminine singular case
ending, idta, to create a diphthong.

The diphthong becomes a single
vowel sound by the formation of
the improper diphthong, o.

T~

First declension feminine vocative singular nouns are ALWAYS

identical in case-number to the nominative singular. Context will
determine whether the noun is functioning as a nominative or vocative.

First declension feminine nominative and vocative plural case-numbers

are inflected identically. Context will determine whether the noun is
functioning as a nominative or vocative.

The genitive plural is -cdv because of vowel contraction and not

because of absorption as in second declension nouns. The circumflex
accent is evidence of this contraction.

The above morphological comments may be summarized in the following
chart for all a-pure first declension feminine nouns. The case endings
below are also identical to n-1b and n-1c first declension feminine nouns.

Singular Case Endings

Plural Case Endings

Nominative (no ca_s;;nding) (identical to v})cative plural)
Genitive (identical to acsc:usative plural) (corft;r::xon)
Dative oo B
Accusative v (identical to ges;itive singular)
Vocative (no ca_se_ e_nding) (identical to notninative plural)
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88.3.2 Paradigm. A representative n-1a paradigm follows. Regardless if
the stem terminates with a vowel or rho, they are declined identically.

ci')pO(, —O(s,ﬁ (hour) c:)pO( + case ending listen

Singular Plural
n-la Article Noun Article Noun
Nominative ﬁ cI)pO( ol (f)pO(l
| Genitive S | wpas TV | WPV
4 Dative | T} | cOpa TAls | wpals
° Accusative | TV POV TAS | WPOS
Vocative cI)pO( (f)pO(l

The morphological observations concerning Swpea (§8.3.1) are also true
for first declension feminine noun stems terminating in -1a.

88.3.3 Vocabulary paradigms. For illustration, many of the lesson’s
vocabulary words whose vocalic stem terminates in a-pure are declined
below. As with second declension paradigms, do NOT memorize these
paradigms. It is unnecessary to do so! These paradigms are cited for
illustration, and not for memory work! It is imperative, however, to
recognize and know the inflectional forms for first declension n-1a nouns
as they relate to case, gender and number.

Because the nominative and vocative singular and plural are declined
identically, the vocative is omitted in these examples.

aAnbeia, -as, N (truth) aAnBeia + case ending (short final alpha)

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | 1] aAnBeio ol aAnbeta
Genitive | TNs aAnBelas TV aAnbeidv
Dative | TT) aAnBeia Tals aAnbelais
Accusative | TNV oAnBsiov Tos aAnbelas
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&uapTia, -ag, ﬁ (sin) é(pO(pTlO( + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative ﬁ &uaprO( ol &uaprO(l
Genitive | TS OUOPTIOS TV GHOPTICV
Dative | TN GUOPTIX TAlS GUOPTIANS
Accusative | TT)V GHOPTIOV TOS GUOPTIOS

BootAela, -os, 1) (kingdom) BoctAgia + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | 1) PaciAelax ol PoaotAelal
Genitive | TNs BaotAelos TV PactAsicdov
Dative | TT) PaciAela Tals PaciAelals
Accusative | TNV BoctAelav | Tas PaciAsias

FoaAihata, -as, 1) (Galilee) [ahtAaia + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | ) FoAtAaio

- - CoAtAala is a proper name. Plural
Genitive ™ms rCX)\l)\CXlCXS forms should not be expected for
proper names. All proper names

Dative Tﬁ ra)\l)\aia begin with a capital letter to follow
: - modern convention.

Accusative | Tnv oAtAaiov

Scoped, -as, 1) (gift)y Swopea + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | 1] SwpEX al Scopead
Genitive | TNs dwpeas TV SwPEWV
Dative | TT) dcoped Tols Swpeals
Accusative | TNV Scopeav Tos Swpeds
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EKKANGILQ, -as, T) (Church, assembly) EKKANOl0 + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | T) EkkAnolo ol eKKAN ol
Genitive | TNS EKKANCIOS | TGV EKKANCIV
Dative | TR ekkAnola Tals EKKANCIalS
Accusative | TNV eKKANC1OV TOS EKKATIOGLOS

ﬁuépa, -as, ﬁ (day) ﬁuEpO( + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative ﬁ ﬁuépa ol ﬁuépou
Genitive | TNS ﬁuépas TV ﬁuepc:)v
Dative | TN MEPX TS NUEPAIS
Accusative Tﬁ\} ﬁuépav TOS ﬁuépas

kopSia, -as, 1] (heart) kapdia + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | 1] kapSia ol Kopdial
Genitive | TNs kapdias TV KapSIQV
Dative | TR kopSiqx Tals kapdlals
Accusative | TNV KopSiow Tas kopdias

OO(I)fO(, -ais, 1] (wisdom) codia + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative | ] codplo ol codlal
Genitive | TS codlas TV 0odIdV
Dative | TT codia Tals codlals
Accusative | TV codlav Tas codlos
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)(O(pé(, -0, ﬁ (joy) Xapo + case ending

n-la Singular Plural
Nominative ﬁ )(O(pé( ol )(O(pO(f
Genitive | TS XOPOS TGV XOPV
Dative | TT] XOXPQ Tols Xapals
Accusative | TNV XOPOV TAS XOPAS

88.3.4 Exceptions. There are nine nouns also classified as n-1a nouns that do
not end in -€q, -1 or -pa, but are declined according to the n-1a paradigm.
Only one of these is not a proper name (0Tox).

Noun Translation
1 ”A\)\)a, o ::DAnﬁn(:?met:?ﬁﬁi.mproperly translated
2. | Eva, -as Eve
3. | "lepocoAupa | Jerusalem (indeclinable)
4. | lwava, -as | Joanna (alternate spelling for’ lecodwva).
5. | leoovva, -os | Joanna
6. | Mapba, -os | Martha
7. | NUpda, -as | Nympha
8. | PeBekka, -as | Rebecca (or Rebekka)
9. OToé(, -S (roofed) colonnade or cloister, portico

The lesson’s vocabulary study will not include these nouns. However, they
may be used in the exercises in conjunction with this lesson. The student
should not have any difficulty identifying these proper names since most of
them transliterate well into English.
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88.4 First Declension Eta Pure Nouns (n-1b)

Most first declension feminine noun stems terminate with alpha. However,
two hundred and thirty-eight feminine vocalic stems in NTGreek terminate
with éta. Phonologically, whenever a first declension feminine stem
terminates with a letter other than a vowel (epsilon, i6ta, or omikron), rho,
or a sibilant before the stem vowel, the stem vowel alpha becomes éta in
the nominative singular which is retained throughout all singular forms.
The plural case-number forms for all first declension nouns are identical.

The declension-paradigm notation for this classification of nouns is n-1b.
Including proper names, two hundred and thirty-eight nouns are n-1b
nouns in NTGreek.

The n-1b paradigm case endings are identical to those of n-1a. The only
distinction is that the nominal stem terminates with éta instead of alpha.
To the nominal stem, the inflected case endings are added.

88.4.1 Case formation. The case endings for all n-1b first declension
feminine nouns follow. Comments about their formation follow. The
feminine noun, dcovn, serves as the n-1b paradigm.

dcovn, -Ns, N (sound, noise, voice) Gcovr + case ending

n-1b Singular Plural
Nominative | ¢covr"2 doovai®
Genitive | pcovns? deovav’
Dative | dcovn? deovals
Accusative | $covnv dwvas?
Vocative | ¢wovn"® boovale

1. The stems of first declension feminine nouns terminating with éta are
identical both in the nominative and vocative singular forms. The
nominative and vocative singular forms do not exhibit any inflected
case-number endings. The éta which terminates these nouns is
actually the stem vowel. A few introductory NTGreek grammars posit
that the case ending for first declension nominative and vocative ending
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terminates with -n. They do this with the hope it will help the beginning
student, but in the end, it actually hinders.

2. The accented nominative singular form is the lexical entry for all first
declension feminine nouns. In a Greek-English lexicon, its abbreviated
genitive singular follows to indicate its declension-paradigm pattern,
then an article to specify its grammatical gender.

3. N-1b feminine genitive singular and accusative plural case endings are
inflected identically. Apart from context, a modifying word, or difference
of accent, ambiguity exists between these forms. This ambiguity,
however, does not exist with n-pure noun stems (pcovns / dwvas).

4. The feminine dative singular is actually the stem + 1. The i6ta regularly
monophthongizes and written under the éta as an i6ta subscript.

Dative Singular: dcovn +1 > dcovnl > deovn)

I~

The stem vowel, éfa, first combines The diphthong becomes a single
with the dative feminine singular case vowel sound by the formation of
ending, iota, to create a diphthong. the improper diphthong, T).

Monophthongization also occurs in second declension dative
masculine, feminine, and neuter singular nouns.

5. First declension feminine vocative singular nouns are ALWAYS
identical in case-number to the nominative singular. Context will
determine whether the noun is functioning as a nominative or vocative.

6. First declension feminine nominative and vocative plural case-numbers
are inflected identically. Context will determine whether the noun is
functioning as a nominative or vocative.

7. The genitive plural is -cov because of vowel contraction and not

because of absorption as in second declension nouns. The circumflex
accent is evidence of this contraction.
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The above morphological comments may be summarized in the following
chart for all n-pure first declension feminine nouns. The case endings
below are also identical to n-1a and n-1c first declension feminine nouns.

Singular Case Endings | Plural Case Endings
Nominative (no c;s;;nding) (identical to v!Jcative plural)
Genitive | (gentical to acs;usative plural) (conct%r‘::ion)
Dative oo s
Accusative v (identical to ges;itive singular)
Vocative (no ca_s; e_nding) (identical to no}‘ninative plural)

88.4.2 Paradigm. A representative n-1b paradigm follows. Plurals are
identical to those of n-1a nouns.

poovn, —ﬁs‘, ﬁ (sound, noise, voice) GV + case ending listen

Singular Plural
n-1b Article Noun Article Noun
Nominative | 1) doovn ol doovai
" Genitive | Tis | dpoovns TV | PvadV
2 Dative | T | pcovn Tols | peovals
©" Accusative ™mv | dwvny | Tas | dwvas
Vocative boovn booval

88.4.3 Vocabulary paradigms. For illustration, several of the lesson’s
vocabulary words whose noun stem terminates in éta are declined below.
As with the other paradigms in this lesson, do NOT memorize them.
Because the nominative and vocative singular and plural are declined
identically, the vocative is omitted in these examples.
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(’xyé(m'], —T]s‘,ﬁ (love) (’J(YO(TTT] + case ending

n-1b Singular Plural
Nominative ﬁ &yé(m] ol é(yaTrO(l
Genitive | TS OYaTNS TV Oy TRV
Dative | TR Gy & TAlS OYOaTalS
Accusative | TNV oya TV TAS AYATOS

ypodr, -fis, 1) (writing, Scripture) ypodn + case ending

n-1b Singular Plural
Nominative | ] Ypodn ol ypodal
Genitive | TS ypodns TQV Ypodpv
Dative | TT] YPO®T Tols ypadols
Accusative | TNV Ypadnv Tas ypadas
Ceon, -1is, 1 (life) Ccom + case ending
n-1b Singular Plural
Nominative | 1) {oom a1 {woal
Genitive | TN Ceons TV G
Dative | TN Ceon Tols Lwals
Accusative | Tnv {conv Tas (was

\|JU)(ﬁ, -1s, M (soul) Juxn + case ending

n-1b Singular Plural
Nominative | T \|Juxﬁ ol \|JUXCX{
Genitive | TNs Yuxns QU AVRVTIAL
Dative | TN YuUx Tols Juxais
Accusative | TV Yuxnv Tas puxas
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88.5 First Declension Hybrid Nouns (n-1c)

The final group of first declension nouns considered in this lesson is nouns
whose paradigm is a mixture of n-1a and n-1b singular case endings.

Apart from five exceptions cited later in §8.5.4, first declension feminine
vocalic stems follow a “hybrid” pattern whose last letter before its stem
vowel is a consonant other than rh6. The vocalic stem vowel alpha of the
nominative singular lengthens to -ns and -1 in the genitive and dative
singular. The declension-paradigm notation for this classification of nouns
is n-1c. Including proper names, thirty-eight nouns follow this paradigm in
NTGreek.

Phonologically, this hybrid pattern occurs thirty-four times in NTGreek
when a sibilant phoneme (zéta, sigma or a compound consonant)
precedes the vocalic stem vowel alpha. As with all other first declension
nouns, the plural case-number forms are identical.

Stem Preceded by a Sibilant or
Compound Consonant

v

Nominative | O

Genitive | NS

Dative | T) (i6ta subscript)

N-1C Singular

Accusative | Ov
o

Vocative

As illustrated above, the final alpha in the nominative, accusative, and
vocative singulars are always short.

88.5.1 Case formation. The case endings for all n-1c first declension
feminine nouns are identical to those of n-1a and n-1b first declension
nouns. Comments about their formation follow. The feminine noun,
8ofa, serves as the n-1c paradigm.
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Sofa, -ns, N (glory) Sof o + case ending

n-1c Singular Plural
Nominative | 80Ea2 Sofa®
Genitive | 80Ens? SoEcov’
Dative | Son? Sofats
Accusative | 80Eaw Sofos?
Vocative | SoEa" Soane

1. The stems of first declension feminine hybrid nouns terminating with a
short alpha are identical both in the nominative and vocative singular
forms. The nominative and vocative singular forms do not exhibit any
inflected case-number endings. The short alpha which terminates
these is actually the stem vowel. A few introductory NTGreek
grammars posit that the case ending for first declension nominative and
vocative ending terminates with -a. They do this with the hope it will
help the beginning student, but in the end, it actually hinders.

2. The accented nominative singular form is the lexical entry for all first
declension feminine nouns. In a Greek-English lexicon, its abbreviated
genitive singular follows to indicate its declension-paradigm pattern,
then an article to specify its grammatical gender.

3. N-1c feminine genitive singular and accusative plural case endings are
inflected identically. Apart from context, a modifying word, or difference
of accent, ambiguity exists between these forms. This ambiguity,
however, does not exist with hybrid noun stems (8o€ns / 8o€as).

4. The feminine dative singular is actually the stem + 1. The i6ta regularly
monophthongizes and is written under the long alpha as an iéta
subscript.

5. First declension feminine vocative singular nouns are ALWAYS

identical in case-number to the nominative singular. Context will
determine whether the noun is functioning as a nominative or vocative.
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6. First declension feminine nominative and vocative plural case-numbers
are inflected identically. Context will determine whether the noun is
functioning as a nominative or vocative.

7. The genitive plural is -cov because of vowel contraction and not
because of absorption as in second declension nouns. The circumflex
accent is evidence of this contraction.

The above morphological comments may be summarized in the following
chart for all hybrid first declension feminine nouns. The case endings
below are also identical to n-1a and n-1b first declension feminine nouns.

Singular Case Endings | Plural Case Endings
Nominative (no ca_s_e_ending) (identical to vtcative plural)
Genitive | yentica to acsc:usative plural) (corft;r:)at‘:fion)
Dative ety s
Accusative v (dentical to ges;itive singular)
Vocative (no ca_se_ e_nding) (identical to notninative plural)

88.5.2 Paradigm. A representative n-1c paradigm follows.

8ofa, -Ns, 1) (glory) Sofa + case ending listen

Singular Plural
n-1c Article Noun Article Noun
Nominative | T Sota ol Sofal
| Genitive | Trs Sotns TV | Sofdv
2 Dative | TN} | 8oEn Talls | 8oals
@) . \ ’ \ ’
Accusative | TNV | doEav Tas | dofas
Vocative Sofo Sofal
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88.5.3 Vocabulary paradigms. For illustration, several of the lesson’s
vocabulary words whose noun stem terminates with a short alpha and
whose genitive singular is -ns are declined below. Since the vocative
singular and plural forms are identical to the corresponding number in the

nominative, they have been omitted in these examples.

[eevva, -Ns, 1] (Gehenna) [eevva + case ending

n-1c Singular Plural
Nominative ﬁ [eevva [éevva is a proper noun.
Genitive | its Tebvns | Jrelrs 5 rc o oo
Dative | TQ) [ecvvn Although not capialized in most
Accusative | Tnv léevvov Greek editions.

yYA@ooa, -1s, 1) (tongue, language) YAwGOO + case ending

n-1c Singular Plural
Nominative | | YAooo ol YAoool
Genitive | TS YAWOONS | TV YAWGOGWV
Dative | TR YAcdoom Tals yAwooals
Accusative | TNV YAQGOQV | Tas YADOGOS

BaAacoa, -1s, 1 (sea, lake) Bahacoa + case ending

n-1c Singular Plural
Nominative | 1) BaAacoo a1 Badocoal
Genitive | TNs BoAaoons | TV Bahacodv
Dative | TT) BaAcoor Talls Bohacoals
Accusative | TNV Badaocoav | Tos Badoocoas
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p1la, -Ns, 1 (root, branch) pi1lo + case ending

n-1c Singular Plural
Nominative | 1| pila ot pioan
Genitive | TAs piCns TV pifv
Dative | T pICN Tals pilais
Accusative | TN pilov Tas pilas

88.5.4 Exceptions. The following five first declension feminine nouns

occur in NTGreek. Although these nouns end with -pa, they are declined
like n-1c nouns (genitive singular, -ns) instead of n-1a. These nouns fall
into this paradigm because the final alpha is short.

Noun Translation
1. | HorXo1po sword
2. | TAfupupo high water, flood
3. | TPWPX bow, prow of a ship
4. | Zamdipo Sapphira
5. 01TETp0( cohort (tenth part of a legion)

88.6 Summary of First Declension Feminine Nouns

We have come to the end of our study of first declension feminine nouns.
Masculine nouns belonging to this declension will be studied together in
Lesson Nine, along with first declension contracted nouns.

The following principles concerning first declension feminine nouns must
be clearly understood before learning the paradigms of first declension
masculine nouns. These condensed points are for further study purposes,
and not meant to replace the fuller explanations concerning these
paradigms in the lesson.

88.6.1 General Observations. Noun stems terminating in a long or short
alpha or éta are first declension feminine nouns. All singular and plural
case forms for first declension feminine nouns are identical (cf. §8.1[6]).
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88.6.2 Alpha-Termination. Two first declension feminine noun patterns
terminate with alpha, the n-1a and n-1c paradigms.

88.6.21 If the feminine nominative singular ends with alpha (n-1a), and its
genitive singular is -as, alpha appears in all the cases of the singular. In
this pattern, the letter before alpha is a vowel (¢ or 1) or p (rhd). However,
nine nouns are also classified as n-1a nouns which do not end in -€q, -1
or -pa, but declined according to this paradigm (cf. §8.3.4).

88.6.22 Most first declension feminine nouns that end with alpha and have
the genitive singular as -as. Furthermore, the final alpha in the
nominative, vocative, and accusative singular cases is generally long.

Long alpha in n-la
the nominative -
singular form. Singular Plural
. . < ,?
Nominative | wWpPX wpal
L. </ < ~
Genitive | wpPaS wpwyv
. ¢/ ¢/
Dative | wpX wpals
. </ </
Accusative | wpav wpPas
Vocative | wpX wWPOL

88.6.23 The final alpha in the nominative, vocative, and accusative forms
is short in a few instances, while the final alpha in the genitive and dative

singular forms is long. The vowel length (whether long or short alpha) will
generally be indicated by the accent shift between the nominative singular

(alpha is short) and the genitive singular (alpha is long).

Short alpha in n-la

the nominative -

singular form. Singular Plural
Nominative | dArfsiax aAnbera
Genitive | dAnBeios aAnbei1cov
Dative oAnBeio aAnBeiais
Accusative | aAnBeiov aAnbelos
Vocative | aAnfeio aAnbera
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88.6.24 If the feminine nominative singular ends with alpha, and the
preceding letter is NOT ¢, 1, or p, and the genitive singular is -ns, the final
alpha in the nominative, accusative, and vocative singular is always short.
The éta replaces the alpha in the genitive and dative singular cases, but
not in the nominative, accusative, and vocative forms. These nouns are
designated as n-1c, hybrids of n-1a and n-1b patterns.

Short alpha in n-1c

the nominative -

singular form. S|ngLI|ar Plural

Nominative | SOEa (short alpha) Sofal
Genitive | SoEns SoEcov

Dative | 80 So€als

Accusative | SoEav (shortalpha) | SOEQS

Vocative | 80Ea (shortalpha) | SOEQ

The alpha changes to éta in the genitive and dative singular because of
internal phonetic conditions. Whenever the continuant consonants (§4.1)
mi, nd, sigma, zéta, xsi, psi, or double-lambda (A\) precede the final
alpha, the case ending undergoes this predictable phonetic change.

Five first declension feminine nouns terminate with -pa, but decline as
n-1c nouns (genitive singular, -ns) instead of n-1a (§8.5.4).

88.6.3 Eta-Termination. If a feminine noun has a final éta in its
nominative singular form, all singular forms will terminate with éta before
the case ending instead of alpha. The designation for these nouns is n-1b.

n-1b
Singular Plural
Nominative | ¢pcov) dooval
Genitive | bwovns INOWAY
Dative | pcovn bwovals
Accusative | pcovT|V dwvas
Vocative | pcovn doval
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88.7 Declension-Paradigm Notation for First Declension
Feminine Nouns

The three paradigms for first declension feminine nouns studied in this
lesson are presented in tandem below for the purpose of comparing and
contrasting the singular inflected forms. Plurals of all forms are inflected

identically.
listen n-1a
Singular Plural
Nominative | 1 Scopea al Scopead
Genitive | Tns Sdwpeas TV SWPEQV
Dative | TN Scoped Tals Swpeals
Accusative | Tnv Scapeav Tas Swpeds
Vocative | Swpea Scopeal
listen n-1b
Singular Plural
Nominative | 1] dcovr] ol dpoovai
Genitive | TS dpwvns TV PwvV
Dative | TN dcovn Tols daovals
Accusative | TNV ¢pcovn TOs Govas
Vocative | doovn dooval
listen n-1c
Singular Plural
Nominative | 1 8o€a ot SoEa
Genitive | TNs 80Ens TV SoEQV
Dative | Tq 8o€n Tals 8oEals
Accusative | Tnv 8oEav Tas 8ofas
Vocative | 86 Sofal

© Dr. William D. Ramey * Morphology: The Nominal System (Part 3)

n-la

The abbreviation n-1a
represents the following:

e n =noun (part of speech)
e 1 =first declension
e a = paradigm “a@”

Feminine nouns whose noun
stem ends with -e¢, -1 or
-po belong to this paradigm.

n-1b

The abbreviation n-1b
represents the following:

e n =noun (part of speech)
e 1 =first declension
e b = paradigm “b”

Feminine nouns ending in éta
in the nominative singular
follow the n-1b paradigm.

n-1c

The abbreviation n-1c
represents the following:

e n =noun (part of speech)
e 1 =first declension

e ¢ = paradigm “c

Feminine nouns ending with
- and genitive singular -Ns
follow the n-1c paradigm.
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§8.8 Vocabulary Study

As you study your vocabulary, try to utilize it in daily activities as often as
you can. Think of places where you may verbally use it. For example,
whenever you are in your house, think of yourself in your oikos. On the
other hand, if you have a brother or sister, think of them as your adeAdos
or adeA¢r). The more you engross yourself in your vocabulary, the quicker
the language threshold will be crossed.

Vocabulary Word Meaning Part of Speech
&yémn, -ns, ﬁ love noun
Stem: QYT a-ya-Tm (a-gé-pé) n-1b
adeA¢n, -0s, 1 sister noun
Stem: aSeAdn a-8e\-¢1) (a-del-phé) n-1b
aAnbeia, -as, n truth noun
Stem: aAnfeio a-An-6e1-o (a-18-thei-a) n-1a
Final alpha is short.
&po(p'rio(, -as, ﬁ sin noun
Stem: GUOPTICK a-pop-Ti-o (ha-mar-ti-a) n-1a
apxm, -Ns, 1 beginning, ruler noun
Stem: apX ap-X1 (ar-ché) n-1b
Boothela, -as, 1 kingdom noun
Stem: BaciAela Bo-oi-Aei-a (ba-si-lei-a) n-1a
[oAiAala, -as, n Galilee noun
Stem: ['aAtAona Fo-At-Aai-o (Ga-li-lai-a) n-1a
[Eevva, NS, 1 Gehenna proper noun
Stem: yeevva [é-ev-va (Gé-en-na) n-1c
Final alpha is short. This grammar will NOT follow the English translations

which render this proper name as “hell/Hell”. Instead,
this proper noun of place will properly be translated as
“Gehenna”. Gehenna is not to be confused with “Hades”,
which is another word, or with the “Lake of Fire”.
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Vocabulary Word

Meaning

Part of Speech

yA&ooa, -ns, 1
Stem: YAwooo

tongue, language

noun

yYA@o-oa (glés-sa) n-1c

Final alpha is short.

ypO((bﬁ, —ﬁg, ﬁ writing, Scripture noun
Stem: ypadn Ypo-¢n (gra-phé) n-1b
Satpoviov, -ou, TO demon houn

Stem: da1poviIo

Sa-po-vi-ov (dai-moé-ni-on) n-2c¢

Sofa, -1s, N glory noun
Stem: 50§O( BC,)—(EO( (d6-xa) n-1c Final alpha is short.
Scwped, -as, 1 gift noun
Stem: dpE Scwo-pe-a (dd-re-a) n-1a
g’[pﬁ\)n; ns, N peace noun
Stem: €1pNVN gl-p1-vn (ei-ré-né) n-1b
EKKANOIQ, -OS, T Church, assembly noun
Stem: EKKAT|GLO! tk-kAn-ot-o (ek-klé-si-a) n-1a
EVTOAT], -1is, M commandment noun
Stem: EVTOAT] gv-To-A1 (en-to-18) n-1b
eEouola, -as, N authority, power noun

Stem: e€oucia

e€-ou-ol-a (ex-ou-si-a) n-1a

’ Egoucicx is a compound word composed of the
preposition, €K (the kappa changes to an xsi before a
vowel), and the participle form of E’luf.

Ceom, -Nis, N life noun
Stem: Ccon o1 (26-8) n-1b

ﬁuépa, -as, ﬁ day noun
Stem: TJUEPO! n-ue-pa (hé-mé-ra) n-1a

faAaooa, -ns, 1
Stem: BoAoooa

sea, lake

noun

Ba-Aao-oa (tha-las-sa) n-1c

Final alpha is short.
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Vocabulary Word

Meaning

Part of Speech

kopSia, -as, 1
Stem: KopOl X

heart

noun

kop-8i-o (kar-di-a) n-1a

KEd)G}\ﬁ, ‘ﬁS ’ ﬁ
Stem: kedOAn

head

noun

ke-pa-A (ke-pha-18) n-1

b

mapaBoln, s, N
Stem: TopoBoAn

parable

noun

ma-pa-Bo-An (pa-ra-bo-1€) n-1b

A compound word composed of the preposition, TrO(pé(,

and the verb BaAAco.

Mavulos, -ou, O
Stem: TTauAo

Paul

proper noun

TTou-Aos (Pad-los) n-2a

TToUAos is always a surname, never employed as a first
name in Greek literature (BAGD, p. 637).

éicaa -1S, ﬁ

root, shoot

noun

Stem: p1la p1-Ca (rhi-za) n-1c Final alpha s short.
codla, -as, N wisdom noun
Stem: codia co-dl-a (so-phi-a) n-1a
ouvaYwYT, -NS, N synagogue, meeting noun

Stem: CUVa YWYy

OU-Va-Yw-YT] (Sy-na-gd-gé) n-1b
This noun is a compound word composed of the

preposition, ouv and the verb (’J’(y

.

doovn, -Ns, 1 sound, noise, voice noun
Stem: pwovn dw-vr (phd-né) n-1b

X0p&, -as, T joy, delight noun
Stem: Xop X0-pa (cha-ra) n-1a

Jbuxn, -1s, N soul noun
Stem: Yuxn Ju-xn (psu-ché) n-1b

WP, -as, 1 hour noun
Stem: WP w-pa (hd-ra) n-1a
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Study Guide
First Declension Nouns (Module A)
Morphology: The Nominal System (Part 3)

Exercise One: True or False. Select the correct answer. Be careful, all
of the answer has to be correct in order for it to be true.

1. First declension feminine nouns are inflected differently in the plural.
True False

2. First declension nouns are characterized by the vowels alpha or éta
occurring at the end or near the end of the noun. True False

3. The elementary distinction between first declension paradigms (n-1a,
n-1b, n-1c) is due to phonetic changes in the singular inflectional forms.
True False

4. The first declension is composed of masculine, feminine, and neuter
nouns. True False

5. The lexical form of cypa is the same as its noun stem except for the
accent (wpa). True False

6. The vocative singular and plural are identical to their nominative forms
for first declension feminine nouns. True False

7. The first declension feminine genitive singular and accutsative plural
case forms are inflected identically alike for nouns like copa.
True False

8. Almost all first declension feminine nouns that end with -ea, -1a or -pa
have the same singular declension endings. True False

9. Monophthongization does not occur in first declension feminine dative
singular nouns. True False

10. It is more important to learn every first declension paradigm rather
than to memorize the case endings. True False
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Exercise Two: Multiple choice. Choose the best answer.

1. First declension nouns are of what gender?
a. masculine and neuter c. masculine, feminine, and neuter
b. masculine and feminine d. feminine and neuter

2. The feminine article agrees in number and case with what other nouns
in the first declension?

a. masculine and feminine nouns  c. only masculine nouns
b. only feminine nouns d. none of the above

3. Which of the following is correct because of grammatical concord?
a. N oadeAdpns c. Ths adeAdnv
b. T adeAdn d. ol aSeApdV

4. Which of the following forms would you expect as the lexical form of a
feminine noun belonging to the first declension?

a. Coon c. kapdia
b. wpa d. all of the above

5. Which of the following cases of first declension feminine nouns are
identical with each other?

a. nominative and vocative c. genitive and nominative
b. accusative and nominative d. genitive and dative

6. The lexical form exhibits what important information?
a. nominative singular c. genitive singular

b. lexical gender d. all of the above
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7. What determines a first declension noun’s function?
a. sentence order c. case endings and context
b. lexical form d. grammatical concord
8. In which case does monophthongization occur?
a. nominative plural c. genitive plural
b. dative singular d. accusative singular

9. Which vowel or vowels typify the stem vowel for first declension
feminine nouns?

a. omikron c. dmega
b. éta and alpha d. alpha and epsilon

10. Which gender of nouns is not found in the first declension?

a. masculine c. neuter

b. feminine d. masculine and neuter
11. The first declension is often called the  -declension?

a. omikron c. Omega

b. éta d. alpha

12. The proper declension-paradigm notation for ¢oavﬁ is
a. n-1a c. n-1c

b. n-1b d. none of the above
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Exercise Three: Fill in the blanks.

1. Supply the appropriate article and case endings for the following words.

a. kapdia (heart)

n-1a Singular Plural
Article Noun Article Noun
Nominative kopSia kopSio__
0 Genitive kopSio_ kopSt__
@ Dative Kapolo Kapdlo__
O Accusative KopOla__ Kopolo__
Vocative kopdio kopSio_
b. oy (love)
n-1b Singular Plural
Article Noun Article Noun
Nominative &yé(m] é(ya(TrO(_
? Genitive é(yé(m]_ é(yaﬂ_
2 Dative oYyQ T AYOTTO__
Ol Accusative YT OYOTTO__
Vocative oy T Yoo

C. 56&0( (glory) (the final alpha in the nominative singular is short)

n-1c Singular Plural
Article Noun Article Noun
Nominative Sota Sofo__
0 Genitive Sofn__ dof__
0 Dative 8o€n Sofo_
Ol Accusative door__ doo__
Vocative Sofo Sofo__

© Dr. William D. Ramey * Morphology: The Nominal System (Part 3)

NTGreek In Session




8-30

Lesson 8: First Declension Nouns (Module A)

Feminine nouns

2. Grammatical Parsing. Parse the following forms.

So13y100g

8?901@

013glyo

a01$oo

0 wo:oww

019d 0

010YI1Y0_|

mbq\wzc

SudpodA

MHU/AOP\_W

>c>r9,w

1oy 0d3

m@<oucact

m>8>c>:o

SvoXnd

A1Qd0M

Suam

inoy

ndm

2]

eL-u

Je|nbuis

auluIWway

J0A/WIOU

camu

uoniuyaq

W04 [eaIxa]

199Q

WNN

lapuso

ase)d

PIOM
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3. Fillin the blanks with the appropriate form of the Greek article.
Singular Plural

Masculine | Feminine | Neuter | Masculine | Feminine | Neuter
Nominative
Genitive
Dative
Accusative

4. Supply the correct Greek article before each of the following nouns.

Article Noun Article Noun
1. [oaMAaiav | 16. piln
2. ooPBaTou | 17. Scdpov
3. WPV 18. aAnbelats
4, UHVOS 19. oUpOVolS
5. KUplo 20. kapSiov
6. aAnBeia | 21. codla
7. efovolas | 22. Baoihela
8. EVTOAT] 23. Cwas
9. kedaAny | 24. EpYyOV
10. oSous 25. [cevvov
11. Sofav 26. BcaAaooal
12, aAnBeiav | 27. gVOYYEANIW
13. oSol 28. BiPAois
14. Kuplols 29. Sapa
15. bnplov 30. XpioTiavol
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5. Supply the correct lexical form for the following inflected words.

Inflected Lexical Inflected Lexical
Form Form Form Form

1. | Beot 16. | A\oyov

2. | Juxcdv 17. | SOUAG

RV 18. | XaPOIS

4. | olkos 19. | Bpovov

5. | xopa 20. | codla

6. | KepoAns 21. | elpnvnV

7. | ayamn 22. | oryaTrmV

8. | aAnbeiov 23. | peovals

9. | mapaPBoAn 24. | 08ous

10. | avBpcdTTOUS 25. | eUOYYEAICD

11. | Scoped 26. | KoPOIGOV

12. | aAnbelas 27. | codla

13. | UEPQI 28. | LIPAS

14. | adeAdals 29. | EVTOAN

15. | [egvuns 30. | Bahacoas
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