
Three-Terminal 
First and Second Declension Adjectives 

Comprehensive List 
 

Unlike two-terminal adjectives, three-terminal adjectives decline feminine 
adjectives using forms from the first declension.  Whereas most feminine 
adjectives exhibit separate inflectional endings than masculine, a few vary 
between two and three-terminal adjectives.  These adjectives are indicated 
by the inclusion of the feminine termination in parenthesis.  All neuter 
second declension adjectives replicate neuter second declension endings. 
 
It will be observed that when the last letter of the feminine stem terminates 
with a vowel (i.e., ) or rhō, the feminine singular forms will have alpha 
throughout the singular, otherwise it will be ēta (§12.26.22).  There are no 
hybrid feminine adjective forms. 
 
Eight contracted three-terminal first and second declension adjectives exist 
in NTGreek and are not included in the following comprehensive list.  
These adjectives receive special attention at the end of this study. 
 
Case Formation 
 
The case endings for second declension three-terminal adjectives are 
indicated below in red.  Comments concerning their formation follow.  The 
adjectives ,, (a-1a) and ,,(a-1b) will serve as 
the paradigms for these adjectives.  Feminine adjective stems which 
terminate with alpha will be treated first. 
 
(holy, sacred)  /1+ case ending 
 

 
 
 

Singular 
a-2a a-1a a-2c 

Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative 2 7 5

Genitive 3 8 

Dative 4  

Accusative 5  5

Vocative 
6 or 


7 5
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 Plural 
a-2a a-1a a-2c 

Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative 9 9 13 (short) 

Genitive 10 12 

Dative   

Accusative 11 8 13(short)

Vocative 9 9 13(short)
 
1. First declension feminine stems may terminate with either - or .  

This grammar cites the stem for the second declension masculine-
neuter stem () followed by the feminine adjectival stem ( or ).   

2. Masculine and neuter case endings are appended to the nominative 
masculine singular stem as feminine case endings are appended to the 
feminine stem.  The nominative masculine singular, however, is the 
lexical entry for all forms of the paradigm.   

3. The actual stem ending is omīkron.  However due to the undesired 
combination with the stem vowel omīkron, contraction occurs. 

4. At some time during the morphological development of the dative 
singular case ending, the stem vowel omīkron lengthened to ōmega, 
with the iōta retained as an iōta subscript as contraction occurred. 

5. The masculine accusative and neuter nominative, vocative, and 
accusative singular forms are identical.  The context in which these 
forms occur will determine their grammatical function. 

6. The epsīlon irregularly replaces the stem vowel omīkron. 
7. The nominative and vocative stem is identical.  The alpha which 

terminates these cases is actually the stem vowel.  A few elementary 
Greek grammars posit that the nominative singular case ending is -.  
They do this hoping it will help the beginning student.  In the end, it 
actually hinders. 

8. The feminine genitive singular and accusative plural are inflected alike.  
Context or the case of the words they modify will help determine the 
case function in the sentence.   

9. The vocative and nominative plural share case endings.  Context 
(function), and not form, determines meaning. 
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10.  The stem vowel omīkron has been irregularly absorbed by the ōmega, 

and not because of contraction as in the genitive singular. 
11.  The actual case ending is .  However, nū drops out when 

immediately followed by sigma because of phonology.  The stem 
vowel omīkron is lengthened to  to compensate for the loss. 

12.  The special first declension accent noun rule for the genitive plural 
which always puts the circumflex over the genitive plural does not 
apply for first declension adjectives. 

13.  In the nominative, vocative, and accusative plural forms, the omīkron 
has been irregularly absorbed by the alpha (and not because of 
contraction).  The final alpha is pronounced short in all neuter 
nominative, vocative, and accusative plural adjectival forms.  

 
The above morphological comments are summarized in the following 
charts for all three-terminal first and second declension adjectives.   
 

 Singular 
 Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative    

Genitive  
(contraction)   

(contraction) 

Dative  
(contraction) 

iōta 
subscript 

 
(contraction) 

Accusative    

Vocative  
(replacement)   

 
 Plural 
 Masculine Feminine Neuter 

Nominative    
(absorption) 

Genitive  
(absorption) 

 
(absorption) 

 
(absorption) 

Dative    

Accusative  
(compensation) 

 
(absorption) 

Vocative   
(absorption) 
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Comprehensive List 
 
All first and second declension three-terminal adjectives which occur in 
NTGreek and whose feminine singular terminates in alpha are listed below 
with their frequency in parentheses.  
 
                 

1.  (232) 
2. (3) 
3. (2) 
4. (1) 
5. (5) 
6. (4) 
7. (5) 
8. () (70) 
9. (2) 
10.  (14) plural only 
11. (7) 
12. (41) 
13.   () (2) 
14. (4) 
15. (1) 
16. (11) 
17. (2) 
18. (2) 
19. (1) 


 

20. (7) 
21.  (1) 
22. (1) 
23. (1) 
24. (1) 


 

25. (11) 
26. (4) 
27. (1) 

 
28. (53) 
29.  (1) 
30. (1) 
31. (4) 
32. (79) 
33. (1) 




34. () (3) 
35. (1) 
36.  (2) 
37. (23) 
38. (8) 
39. (1) 
40. (1) 
41. (1) 
42. (2) 
43. (97) 
44. (5) 
45. (32) 




46. (1) 
 
              

47. (1) 
48. (1) 


 

49. (3) 
50. (1) 
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51. (194) 
52.  (28) 
53. (1) 

 
           

54. (27) 
55.  () (2) 
56. (1) 
57. (1) 




58. (9) 
59.  (1) 
60.  (9) 
61. (1) 
62. (1) 

 
           

63. (49) 
64. (4) 
65.  () (6) 
66. (1) 
67. (41) 
68.  (12) 

 
              

69. (128) 
70.  (13) 
71. (15) 
72. (3) 
73.  (2) 


 

74. (8) 





75. () (3) 
76. (3) 
77.  (45) 
78. (8) 
79.  (15) 




80. (19) 
81. (1) 
82.  (1) 
83. () (1) 
84.  (3) 
85. (1) 
86. (2) 
87.  (28) 
88. (76) 
89. (2) 




90. (2) 
91. (12) 


 

92. (8) 
93. (2) 
94. (5) 
95. (4) 
96. (1) 
97. (4) 


 

98. (1) 
99. (18) 
100. (1) 
101. (11) 
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102. (1) 
103. (2) 

 
              

104. (18) 
105. (3) 

 


106. (1)  

107.  (1) 
108.  (4) 

 


109. (4)  
 


110. (4)  
 

_________________________________________________   
 
 (good)  /1 + case ending 
 

 Singular 
a-2a a-1b a-2c 

Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative 2 7 5

Genitive 3 8 

Dative 4  

Accusative 5  5

Vocative 
6 or 
 7 5

 
 Plural 

a-2a a-1b a-2c 
Masculine Feminine Neuter 

Nominative 9 9 13(short)

Genitive 10 12 

Dative   

Accusative 11 8 13(short)

Vocative 9 9 13(short)
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1. First declension feminine stems may terminate with either - or .  

This grammar cites the stem for the second declension masculine-
neuter stem () followed by the feminine adjectival stem ( or ).  
However, notice the classification of a-1a and a-1b adjectives.  

2. Masculine and neuter case endings are appended to the nominative 
masculine singular stem as feminine case endings are appended to the 
feminine stem.  The nominative masculine singular, however, is the 
lexical entry for all forms of the paradigm.   

3. The actual stem ending is omīkron.  However due to the undesired 
combination with the stem vowel omīkron, contraction occurs. 

4. At some time during the morphological development of the dative 
singular case ending, the stem vowel omīkron lengthened to ōmega, 
with the iōta retained as an iōta subscript as contraction occurred. 

5. The masculine accusative and neuter nominative, vocative, and 
accusative singular forms are identical.  The context in which these 
forms occur will determine their grammatical function. 

6. The epsīlon irregularly replaces the stem vowel omīkron. 
7. The nominative and vocative stem is identical.  The ēta which 

terminates these cases is actually the stem vowel.  A few elementary 
Greek grammars posit that the nominative singular case ending is -.  
They do this hoping it will help the beginning student.  In the end, it 
actually hinders. 

8. The feminine genitive singular and accusative plural are NOT inflected 
alike.  Feminine genitive singular and accusative plural endings will be 
differentiated in three-terminal adjectives whose nominative feminine 
singular stem terminates with  (i.e., ). 

9. The vocative and nominative plural share case endings.  Context 
(function), and not form, determines meaning. 

10.  The stem vowel omīkron has been irregularly absorbed by the ōmega, 
and not because of contraction as in the genitive singular. 

11.  The actual case ending is .  However, nū drops out when 
immediately followed by sigma because of phonology.  The stem 
vowel omīkron is lengthened to  to compensate for the loss. 

12.  The special first declension accent noun rule for the genitive plural 
which always puts the circumflex over the genitive plural does not 
apply for first declension adjectives. 

13.  In the nominative, vocative, and accusative plural forms, the omīkron 
has been irregularly absorbed by the alpha (and not because of 
contraction).  The final alpha is pronounced short in all neuter 
nominative, vocative, and accusative plural adjectival forms.  
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The above morphological comments are summarized in the following 
charts for all uncontracted three-terminal first and second declension 
adjectives.  These charts are identical to those given for first and second 
declension adjectives whose nominative feminine singular terminated with 
. 
 

 Singular 
 Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative    

Genitive  
(contraction)   

(contraction) 

Dative  
(contraction) 

iōta 
subscript 

 
(contraction) 

Accusative    

Vocative  
(replacement)   

 
 Plural 
 Masculine Feminine Neuter 

Nominative    
(absorption) 

Genitive  
(absorption) 

 
(absorption) 

 
(absorption) 

Dative    

Accusative  
(compensation) 

 
(absorption) 

Vocative   
(absorption) 

 
The actual count of first and second declension three-terminal adjectives 
will vary some between lists in reference works.  Some works include 
alternate readings in their calculations based upon different editions of the 
Greek New Testament, whereas the list below does not.  
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Comprehensive List 
 
All first and second declension three-terminal adjectives which occur in 
NTGreek and whose feminine singular terminates in ēta are listed below 
with their frequency in parentheses.  
 
                 

1.  (102) 
2. (61) 
3. (8) 
4. (1) 
5. (1) 
6. (2) 
7. (2) 
8. (28) 
9. () (155) 
10. (1) 
11. (1) 
12. (7) 
13. (1) 
14.  (2) 
15. (8) 
16. (4) 
17. (3) 
18. (2) 


 

19. (5) 
20. (1) 
21. (3) 
22. (5) 


 

23. (1) 
24. (2) 
25. (2) 
26.  (3) 
27. (15) 

28. (1) 
29. (15) 

 
 

30. (1) 
31. (3) 
32. (4) 
33. (5) 
34. (2) 
35. (3) 
36.  (2) 
37. (3) 
38. (2) 
39. (32) 




40. (4) 
41. (2) 
42.  (81) 
43. (22) 
44. (4) 
45. (1) 
46. (1) 
47. (52) 
48. () (17) 
49. (8) 




50. (3) 
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51. (6) 
52. (6) 
53.  (1) 


 

54. (39) 
55. (1) 
56. (1) 
57.  (8) 
58. (1) 

 
           

59. (1) 
60.  (40) 
61. (50) 
62. (101) 
63.  (18) 
64.  (1) 
65. (10) 
66. (14) 
67.  (1) 
68.  (6) 
69. (2) 
70. (2) 
71.  (1) 
72.  (17) 
73.  (4) 
74. (2) 
75. (14) 




76. (1) 
77.  (1) 
78.  (3) 
79. (1) 
80. (5) 
81.  (3) 

82.  (2) 
83.  (1) 
84. (54) 

 
           

85. (4) 
86. (56) 
87.  (9) 
88. (113) 
89. (1) 
90.  (1) 
91.  (1) 

 
              

92. (6) 
93.  (1) 
94. (1) 
95. (9) 


 

96. (14) 
97.  (2) 



98. (40) 
99. (109) 
100.  (2) 
101. (1) 
102.  (1) 
103.  (1) 
104. (2) 
105.  (2) 
106. (1) 
107.  (2) 
108.  (2) 
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109. (1) 
110. (10) 
111.  (1) 
112. (1) 
113.  (1) 
114. (4) 
115. (6) 
116.  (2) 
117. (67) 
118. (1) 
119.  (26) 
120. (3) 
121.  (10) 
122. (1) 
123.  (1) 
124. (2) 
125. (2) 
126.  () (1) 
127. (37) 
128. (2) 
129.  (1) 


 

130. (7) 
131. (4) 
132. (3) 
133. (4) 
134. (1) 
135. (3) 
136.  (1) 
137.  (3) 
138. ()(2) 
139.  (1) 
140. (19) 
141.  (3) 
142. (1) 
143. (1) 

144.  (1) 
145. (4) 
146. (1) 
147.  (2) 


 

148. (1) 
149. (8) 
150. (2) 
151. (1) 
152.  (50) 
153. (1) 




154. (1) 
155. (3) 
156.  (1) 
157.  (1) 
158. (10) 

 
              

159. (6) 
160. (6) 
161.  (1) 
162. (29) 
163.  (3) 
164. (5) 

 


165. (2)  
166.  (4) 
167.  (1) 
168.  (7) 
169.  (14)  

 


170. (6)
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Contracted First and Second Declension Adjectives 
 
There are eight first and second declension three-terminal contracted 
adjectives in NTGreek.  Two of these adjectives have a stem ending in 
epsīlon not preceded by rhō; three have a stem ending in epsīlon preceded 
by rhō, and three with a stem ending in omīkron in the masculine and 
neuter, and epsīlon in the feminine. 
 
In several instances, the contraction is irregular and consists of absorption 
of the epsīlon or omīkron into the following alpha, long vowel, or diphthong.  
Significant changes due to contraction are evident in the nominative and 
accusative singular, masculine and neuter forms. 
 

 In both contract nouns and adjectives of the first and second 
declensions, a short vowel preceding alpha, a long vowel, or a 
diphthong is absorbed into that vowel or diphthong by analogy to 
the uncontracted form.  Thus,  becomes  and 
 becomes .  However, in the feminine singular, 
epsīlon not preceded by rhō + alpha contracts regularly to ēta.  
Thus,  becomes  rather than  and  
becomes .  The circumflex accent is evidence of the 
contraction in every instance. 

 
Stem ending in epsīlon preceded by rhō 
 
 (“[made of] iron”)  / + case ending 
 

 Singular 
a-2a(1) a-1a(1) a-2c(1) 

Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative 1 3 1

Genitive 2  2
Dative 2  2

Accusative 1  1
Vocative No contracted vocative adjectives occur in NTGreek. 

 
 

© 1996 - 2014 by William Ramey • First and Second Declension Three-Terminal Adjectives                                                                                  



Comprehensive Three-Terminal Adjective List                              Page SA12:69 
First and Second Declension Adjectives 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 Plural 
a-2a(1) a-1a(1) a-2c(1) 

Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative   

Genitive   
Dative   

Accusative   
Vocative No contracted vocative adjectives occur in NTGreek.

 
1. In the nominative and accusative masculine and neuter singular, the 

epsīlon and omīkron contracts to form . 
2. The epsīlon is absorbed by the following alpha, long vowel, or 

diphthong in the genitive and dative masculine and neuter singular 
and throughout the plural. 

3. The epsīlon is absorbed by a following alpha, long vowel, or diphthong 
everywhere else in this paradigm. 

 
 (3) (“[made of] silver]”) < 
 (4) (“purple [clothing]”) < 
 (5) (“[made of] iron”) < 
 
Stem ending in epsīlon not preceded by rhō 
 
 (“golden”)  / + case ending 
 

 Singular 
a-2a(2) a-1b(2) a-2c(2) 

Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative 1 3 

Genitive 2  2
Dative 2  2

Accusative 1  
Vocative No contracted vocative adjectives occur in NTGreek. 
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 Plural 
a-2a(2) a-1b(2) a-2c(2) 

Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative   

Genitive   

Dative   

Accusative   
Vocative No contracted vocative adjectives occur in NTGreek.

 
1. In the nominative and accusative singular, the epsīlon and omīkron 

contracts to form . 
2. The epsīlon is absorbed by the following alpha, long vowel, or 

diphthong in the genitive and dative masculine and neuter singular 
and throughout the plural. 

3. Throughout the feminine singular, epsīlon contracts with alpha to form 
.  An exception to this is found in Revelation 1:13: . 

 
 (1) (“[made of] copper, brass, or bronze”) < 
 (18) (“[made of] gold, golden”) < 
 
Stem ending in omīkron in masculine and neuter, epsīlon in feminine 
 
 (“double, two-fold”)  / + case ending 
 

 Singular 
a-2a(3) a-1b(3) a-2c(3) 

Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative 1 3 

Genitive 2  2
Dative 2  2

Accusative 1  
Vocative No contracted vocative adjectives occur in NTGreek. 
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  Plural 
a-2a(3) a-1b(3) a-2c(3) 

Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative   

Genitive   

Dative   

Accusative   
Vocative No contracted vocative adjectives occur in NTGreek.

 
1. In the nominative and accusative masculine and neuter singular, the 

omīkron and omīkron contracts to form . 
2. Omīkron or epsīlon is absorbed by the following alpha, long vowel, or 

diphthong elsewhere in this pattern. 
3. In all feminine singular forms, epsīlon contracts with alpha to form .  

 
 (2) (“singleness of purpose, guileless”) < 
 (3) (“double, two-fold”) < 
 (1) (“four times, four-fold”) < 
 
Declension-paradigm Notation 
 
All contracted first and second declension adjectives are three-terminal 
adjectives.  First and second declension contracted three-terminal 
adjectives share a portion of its declension-paradigm notation with 
uncontracted adjectives, namely a-2a, a-1a or a-1b, and a-2c.  However, 
because of their vocalic stem contraction, special sub-notation is required 
to differentiate between contracted and uncontracted first and second 
declension adjectives. 
 
From the paradigms above, it can be observed that all contracted first and 
second declension adjectives have a circumflex over the ultima syllable.  
This circumflex is evidence of the contraction.  However, a circumflex over 
the ultima syllable does not necessarily mean contraction has taken place.  
All first and second declension three-terminal adjectives that are accented 
over the ultimate syllable in the nominative singular also have a circumflex 
accent over their genitive and dative masculine, feminine, and neuter 
forms in both numbers as evidenced below. 
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Lexical Form:  
 Singular 

Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Genitive    

Dative   
 Plural 

Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Genitive   

Dative   
 
Therefore, the circumflex is not enough to differentiate between contracted 
and uncontracted three-terminal first and second declension adjectives.  
 
Hence, further sub-notation is required.  The sub-notation in parenthesis 
differentiates between contracted and uncontracted adjectives.  Each 
contracted adjective is categorized based upon its vocalic stem 
 

1. If its vocalic stem terminates with epsīlon preceded by rhō, the 
adjective’s complete contracted notation is a-2a(1), a-1a(1), and  

       a-2c(1).  Note that the feminine singular terminates with alpha + case 
endings throughout the feminine singular.   

 
2. If its vocalic stem terminates with epsīlon and not preceded by rhō, the 

adjective’s complete contracted notation is a-2a(2), a-1b(2), and  
       a-2c(2).  Note that the feminine singular terminates with ēta + case 

endings throughout the feminine singular. 
 

3. If the vocalic stem terminates with omīkron in the masculine and 
neuter, but epsīlon in the feminine, the adjective’s complete notation is 
a-2a(3), a-1b(3), and a-2c(3).  Note that the feminine singular 
terminates with ēta + case endings throughout the feminine singular. 

 
 
 
For a comprehensive list of two-terminal second declension adjectives, consult the study aids 
associated with this lesson.   
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