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Study Guide ANSWER KEY

Sight and Sounds of Greek Words (Module A)
Phonology (Part 3)

Exercise One: Short Answer. Briefly answer the following questions.

1.

What constitutes a consonant letter sound?

Consonants are made with the breath totally or partly blocked. This hindering of
sound is done by the tongue, teeth or lips. Seventeen letters in the Greek
alphabet are consonants.

Which ten Greek consonants are phonetically equivalent to ten English

consonants? Fill in the spaces below with the appropriate Greek or
English small letter.

Greekleters By 6 Kk A g v m ols T
Englishleters b g d k | m n p s t
Define what constitutes a vowel letter sound.

A vowel letter is an open and freely breathed sound. There are seven
vowels in Greek.

List the seven Greek vowels, giving both their small and capital forms
together.

Ao,Ee,Hn, 11,00, Yu, and 1 w.
Which two Greek vowels are always considered short? E ¢ and O o
Which two Greek vowels are always considered long? Hnand (1 w

Which three Greek vowels may be either long or short? A «, | 1,and Y v
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8. Fill in the chart below with the appropriate long or short vowel. Be sure to
include both the capital and small letters.

Always long: H m, 1l w
Always short:  E E, Oo
May be long or short: A o, | L, Yu

9. Circle the short vowel corresponding to H 1.
Ao,Ee, 11,00, Yu, (1w

10. Circle the short vowel corresponding to {1 c.
Ao,Ee,Hn,11,00,Yvu

11. Which Greek vowels are open and close? What constitutes an open and
a close vowel?

Open: Aa,Ee, Oo,Hn, and (1 w. Close: | 1 and Y u. An open vowel is
pronounced with the mouth open; close vowels with the mouth almost
closed.

12. What constitutes a proper Greek diphthong?

A proper diphthong is a combination of an open and close Greek vowel.

13. Circle all the Greek proper diphthongs below.
aeg, ot, ao, eq, &, €O, lE, Ox, Ol, OO, Ul, U, EU, MU, OU
14. What constitutes an improper Greek diphthong?
A long vowel with a small iota subscript.

15. What are the three improper Greek diphthongs?

Al o H ng Qo

© 2014 by William Ramey  Study Guide Answer Key NTGreek In Session


http://www.inthebeginning.org/

LESSON 3: Study Guide Answer Key SA3:3
Sight and Sounds of Greek Words (Module A)

16. What is a dieresis and when is it used?
When two vowels that usually form a diphthong, but are pronounced
separate, a dieresis is employed. The diaeresis is two dots that always
appear above the second vowel.

17. Which two Greek diphthongs are pronounced identical to the long vowel
Hn?

The proper diphthong €1 and the improper diphthong 1.

18. Which Greek diphthong is pronounced identical to the long vowel A o?
The improper diphthong Al or o

19. Which Greek long vowel sound is identical to the improper diphthong «?

0w

20. What constitutes a Greek compound consonant? What are the three
Greek compound consonants? Be sure to include their compound
phonetic equivalents.

Compound consonants are those that are a compound of a consonant
and sigma.

[C=060 zZE=xo Y¢=mo

21. What constitutes a Greek aspirated consonant? Which four Greek letters
are aspirated? What is their common denominator when spelling these
letters in English?

An aspirated consonant has air accompanying or following when these

letters are pronounced: © 6, P p, ® ¢, and X x. Only these Greek letters
are spelled with an “h” in their names.
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Exercise Two: True or False Questions.

1.

2.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Lambda is equivalent in sound to the English “I".  True
Sigma is always equivalent in sound to the English “z”. False

Every Greek letter’'s phonetic value is derived from the opening sound of its
alphabetical name. True

The two Greek vowels, epsilon and idta are always pronounced short.
False

The two Greek vowels, éta and 6mega are always pronounced long.
True

Omikron is the long form for 6mega. False
Alpha is the long form for éta. False
The three variable vowels are alpha, i6ta, and omikron. False
At least six Greek vowels are classified as “open”. False
A proper diphthong is a combination of two “open” vowels. False
E1is considered a proper diphthong. True
Hi is considered a proper diphthong. False
The vowel combination, €, is a proper diphthong. False
The vowel combination, oo, is a proper diphthong. False
There are three improper diphthongs in Greek. True

The reduction of a diphthong to a single vowel is called monophthongization.
True

The i6ta subscript may be associated with omikron. False
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18. The idta adscript is associated with the Greek capitals. True
19. Improper diphthongs may or may not be long in pronunciation. False
20. The i6ta subscript does not affect the pronunciation of n or co. True

21. The idta subscript and the i6ta adscript are useful for distinguishing between
the written form, but not pronunciation. True

22. The pronunciations suggested for ) and €1 are identical. True
23. A compound consonant is one that is a consonant + sigma. True

24. A Greek aspirated consonant is pronounced with air accompanying or
following the consonant. True

25. Aspiration is usually signaled by the letter “h” in English. True

26. The four aspirated Greek consonants are © 6, P p, ® ¢, and X x.
True

27. The earliest forms of the Greek letters were the capital letters. True
28. Minuscule letters came before uncial letters. False

29. There are no inscriptions of John’s Gospel written with the uncial script.
False

30. Majuscule letters came before the uncial letters. True

31. The uncial style extended over one thousand years. True

Exercise Three: Multiple Choice. Choose the best answer.

1. Which letter below is pronounced identically to w?

a. n C. @
b. o d. o
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2. What sounds are the independent and indispensable sounds in speech?

a. consonants c. accents marks
b. vowels d. breathing marks

3. Examples of Greek epichorical alphabets are:

a. Argos and Corinth c. Modern and lonia
b. Koiné and Gothic d. boustrophedon

4. Which alphabet is the first known phonetic alphabet?

a. Phoenician c. Cyrillic
b. Greek d. Hebrew

5. Modern Greek contains how many alphabetical letters?

a. twenty-four c. twenty-seven
b. twenty-eight d. twenty-one

6. Which one of the following Greek letters sounds like the “p” in “party”?

a. ¢ c. P
b. TI d. 0

7. Which one of the following Greek letters sounds like the “k” in “kin”?

a. X c. ©
b. A d. k
8. Which one of the following letters is an aspirate consonant?
a. o c. £
b. P d. Z
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9. Which one of the following letters is a compound consonant?

a. o c. &
b. P d. B

10. Which example is an illustration of monophthongization?

a. ov c. al
b. o d. o

11. Which example is an illustration of an improper diphthong?

a. au c. al
b. o d. o

12. Which example is an illustration of an iéta adscript?

a. T =10l c. Axaia
b. Tiux = TIMA d. n=c¢l

13. Which example is an illustration of a proper diphthong?

a. oo C. Ul
b. ot d. oo

14. When ¢, nj and w are written as capitals (A, H, (1) the iota subscript is
written where in respect to the letter?

a. onthe line c. before the capital letter
b. under the capital letter d. none of these

15. An example of diaeresis is found in which word?

a. Kuplos c. AXAIA
b. nueis d. sout®
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Exercise Four: Write the Greek alphabetical letters from memory. Write both the
capital and small Greek letters in their alphabetical order. Write the capital letters
on the left side of the column and the small letters on the right side.

Capital | Small Capital | Small Capital | Small
.| A a |9 I 1|17 P 0
2. B B |10.| K K |18. 2 o, S
3. N y |[11.| A A |19 T T
4. A O |12.] M | 20. Y U
5./ E e [13.| N v (21| O ¢
6.| Z C |14.| = E |22.] X X
7. H n (15| O o |23 VY V]
8.| © 0 |16.| TIT m | 24. 0 )

Exercise Five: Transposition of capital letters. Transpose all the following Greek
capital letters into their corresponding small letters.

1. KAAQDN  koAowv 8. XPIZTOX  xpiotos
2. TAMMA  yoppo 9. NEKPOI VEKPOI
3. AAOA aAdo 10. TPAOAZ ypodos
4. AEATA  Selta 11. HIAEI ndel

5. OMETA  wpeya 12. THI m

6. ZHTA CnTo 13. AOzZA doEa
7. TTAZIN  maow 14. AAYIA doud
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Exercise Six: Transposition of small letters. Transpose all the following
Greek small letters into their corresponding capital letters.

1. m THI

2. Twhoyw Tl AOIQI

3. vuvt & xpiotos NYNI AE XPIZTOX

4. kpwvopevol &g uto kuptou  KPINOMENOI AE YTTO KYPIOY
5. maAw ovv emmpwTtnoev TTAAIN OYN ETTHPOTHZEN

6. adns AlAHZ

7. Aeyel autw oigwv meTpos AETEI AYTQI ZIMQON TIETPOZ

8. n tois mtwyols H TOIZ TITOXOIZ

©

o Aoyos nv mpos Ttov Beov O AOITO2 HN TTIPOZ TON ©EON

10. kot Tto pws gv TnokoTiae KAl TO ©N> EN THI 2KOTIAI

11. ev autep Coonnv EN AYTQO ZOH HN

12. €€ cipatwv oude ek BeAnuatos E=z AIMAT(IN OYAE EK ©GEAHMATOZ
13. yap euxaptotiov [TAP EYXAPIZTIAN

14. vuktos kot nuepas NYKTOZ KAl HMEPAZ

15. nuets 6 adeApot HMEIS AE AAEAOOI

16. 610 unkeTt oteyovtes AIO MHKETI 2TEFTONTEX

17. & tou xpiotou AIA TOY XPIZTOY

18. Towv 6eficov TON AEZION
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A Word to the Wise

After checking your answers to Lesson Three Study Guide, work through the
study aids provided for this lesson. It is essential to be fluent as quickly as
possible in reading the Greek letters, and correctly pronouncing words.

Unlike in English, the Erasmic pronunciation system is largely phonemic. Except
for a few exceptions, each letter has only one sound, and each sound is
represented by only one letter or diphthong. This means that, in general, if you
can pronounce a Greek word correctly, you can spell it.

Whenever you see a Greek word, pronounce it aloud. However, take great care
about pronouncing every word correctly. An incorrect pronunciation will easily
mislead you into an incorrect spelling and possible confusion about words and
forms. On the other hand, if your eye and ear work together so that they operate
in conjunction, each will aid and reinforce the other in the learning process.
Consequently, you will learn NTGreek more quickly and more effectively.

Some of the study aids will be more difficult than other aids. It may be a
temptation to skip these. Be methodical in your approach to NTGreek. Try to
study Greek at the same time each day and in your own space. Interruptions are
sometimes unavoidable, but the important thing is to be consistent. Study each
lesson carefully and unhurriedly. Work through every study guide. If you do not
understand something, go back and restudy it again in the lesson. Follow up
with the study aids associated with each lesson. Above all, do not give up!

You will find that you will forget material you have already studied. Do not
become discouraged. This is normal. Restudy the material again. It may be that
you have overlooked a comment or explanation. After studying the lesson again,
you may understand the key to the point that was unclear. However, never feel
obligated that you must master everything before progressing forward. The
problem which has temporarily defeated you will invariably solve itself as the
range of your exposure to Greek material increases.

If you are using this grammar with others in a class, discuss the problem with

other members of the class. Two or three students working together can often
help each other out. What one may not understand, the other one will.
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