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First Declension Feminine Alpha-Pure Nouns 

 
 
Except for three contracted noun stems, all feminine nouns in the first 
declension that terminate with the -pure stem are uncontracted.  These 
stems represent the bulk of first declension nouns; for this reason, the first 
declension is usually identified as the alpha-declension. 
 
Most first declension feminine noun stems, whose last letter before the 
stem vowel is either a vowel or rhō, and has the abbreviated genitive 
singular terminate with a long alpha.  However, forty-seven vocalic 
stems terminate with a short alpha.  No phonological explanation exists 
why the long alpha sometimes becomes short.  In these instances, the 
alpha is short in the nominative, accusative, and vocative singular, and the 
noun is accented with the acute on the antepenult lexical form (e.g. 
).  Whether the alpha is long or short, all first declension feminine 
pure nouns are designated as n-1a. 
 
A vowel comparison between feminine singular stems with their respective 
case-number endings, terminating with a long or short alpha, may be 
represented in the chart below.  The actual singular case-number inflected 
endings are represented in red.  The macron above the vowel represents a 
long alpha and the “v”, a short alpha. 
 

 Singular 
n-1a Long Stem Alpha Short Stem Alpha 

Nominative  

Genitive   

Dative  (iōta subscript)  (iōta subscript) 

Accusative  

Vocative  
 
All first declension feminine nouns whose vocalic stem ends with a short 
alpha are designated by a single dagger following the noun in the 
comprehensive list.  Regardless of the vocalic quality of the alpha in the 
singular form, all first declension plural nouns are inflected identically in 
their respective case-number endings. 
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Some nouns of foreign origin whose stems do not terminate with a vowel 
or rhō also use the -pure inflected case-number endings.  These nouns 
are reflected by a double dagger in the comprehensive noun list. 
 
Case Formation 
 
The case endings for -pure first declension feminine nouns are also 
identical to n-1b and n-1c first declension feminine nouns.  The case 
endings are indicated below in red.  Comments about their formation 
follow.  The feminine noun  serves for the n-1a paradigm. 
 
  (hour)  + case ending
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative 1, 2 6

Genitive 3 7

Dative 4 

Accusative  3

Vocative 1, 5 6
 
1.  The stems of first declension uncontracted feminine nouns terminating 

with alpha (long or short) are identical both in their nominative and 
vocative singular forms.  The nominative and vocative singular forms do 
not exhibit any inflected case-number ending.  The alpha which 
terminates these nouns is actually the stem vowel.  Few introductory 
NTGreek grammars posit that the case ending for first declension 
nominative and vocative ending terminates with .  They do this with 
the hope it will help the beginning student, but in the end, it actually 
hinders.   

 
2.  The accented nominative singular form is the lexical entry for all first 

declension feminine nouns.  In a Greek-English lexicon, its abbreviated 
genitive singular follows to indicate its declension-paradigm pattern, 
and an article to specify its grammatical gender. 

 
3.  The feminine genitive singular and accusative plural case endings are 

inflected identically.  Normally context or modifying words will help 
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determine its proper case function.  Furthermore, when first declension 
nouns are accented on the ultima in the nominative singular, they 
regularly have the circumflex on the genitive singular and the acute 
accent on the accusative plural ( / ). 

 
4.  The feminine dative singular is actually the stem + .  The iōta regularly 

monophthongizes and written under the long alpha as an iōta subscript. 
 
5.  First declension feminine vocative singular nouns are ALWAYS 

identical in case-number to the nominative singular.  Context will 
determine whether the noun is functioning as a nominative or vocative. 

 
6.  First declension feminine nominative and vocative plural case-numbers 

are inflected identically.  Context will determine whether the noun is 
functioning as a nominative or vocative. 

 
7.  The genitive plural is because of vowel contraction and not 

because of absorption as in second declension nouns.  The circumflex 
accent is evident of this contraction. 

 
The above morphological comments may be summarized in the following 
chart for all -pure first declension feminine nouns.  The case endings 
below are also identical to n-1b and n-1c first declension feminine nouns. 
 

 Singular Case Endings Plural Case Endings 

Nominative  
(no case ending) 

Genitive 
(identical to accusative plural)


(contraction)

Dative (subscript) 
(contraction) 



Accusative  
(identical to genitive singular)

Vocative 
(no case ending)


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Comprehensive List 
 
All uncontracted first declension feminine pure nouns which occur in 
NTGreek are listed below with their frequency in parentheses.  Alternate 
readings in the USB4 are not cited.  All first declension feminine nouns 
whose vocalic stem ends with a short alpha are designated by a single 
dagger following the noun, and by a double dagger of foreign origin whose 
stems do not terminate with a vowel or rhō that also use the -pure 
inflected case-number endings. 
 
              

1.  (1) 
2. (2) 
3. † (4) 
4. (2) 
5. † (4) 
6. (2) 
7. (11) 
8. (2) 
9. (2) 
10. (25) 
11. (3) 
12. (1) 
13. (1) 
14.  (20) 
15. (3) 
16. (10) 
17. (5) 
18. (2) 
19. † (1) 
20. (20) 
21. (2) 
22. (1) 
23. † (109) 
24. (173) 
25. † (1) 
26. (1) 
27. (2) 
28. ‡(1) 

29. †(2) 
30. (15) 
31. (4) 
32. (2) 
33. † (18) 
34.  † (7) 
35.  (10) 
36.  (2) 
37. (1) 
38. (8) 
39. (1) 
40. (2) 
41. (2) 
42. (1) 
43. (1) 
44. † (18) 
45. (1) 
46.   (2) 
47.  (1) 
48. (4) 
49. † (6) 
50. † (10) 
51. † (24) 
52. (18) 
53. (1) 
54. † (3) 
55. (3) 
56. (7) 
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57. † (1) 
58. † (2) 
59. (1) 
60. (7) 
61.  (1) 
62. (10) 




63.  (162) 
64. †(2) 
65. (12) 
66. (3) 
67. (2) 
68.  (18) 
69. † (2) 




70.  (4) 
71. (61) 
72. (43) 
73. (2) 
74. (1) 
75. (1) 
76.  (9) 




77. (1) 
78. (1) 
79. (1) 
80. (34) 
81. † (12) 
82. (3) 
83. (6) 
84. (21) 
85. (2) 
86. (1) 
87. (2) 
88. (1) 

89. (5) 
90. (1) 
91. (11) 

 


92. †(4) 
93.  (1) 
94. (1) 
95. (4) 
96. † (3) 
97. (14) 
98. † (1) 
99. (12) 
100. (1) 
101. (11) 
102. (1) 
103. (2) 
104. † (8) 
105.  † (2) 
106.  (102) 
107. (52) 
108. (2) 
109. † (2) 
110. (38) 
111. (1) 
112. † (1) 
113. † (1) 
114.  (1) 
115.  (1) 
116. †(6) 
117. (2) 
118. (6) 
119. (4) 
120. (7) 
121. (2) 
122. (3) 
123. (1) 
124.  or ‡(2) 
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125. (1) 
126. (9) 
127.  (2) 
128.  (2) 
129. †(2) 
130. (16) 
131. † (1) 
132. (1) 
133. (1) 
134. (1) 
135. † (1) 
136.  †(15) 
137. (1) 
138. (1) 
139. (15) 
140. (3) 
141. (2) 
142. (6) 

 
                 

143. (1) 
144. (4) 

 
            

145. (1) 
146. (8) 
147. (389) 
148. (4) 

 


149. (1) 
150.  † (3) 
151.  (3) 
152. (1) 
153. (1) 
154.  (4) 
155. (39) 
156. (28) 


157. (1) 
158. (2) 
159. (1) 
160. (44) 
161. (1) 
162. (4) 
163. ()‡ (2) 

 


164. (3) 
165. † (17) 
166. (11) 
167. † (1) 
168. (1) 
169.  (2) 
170. (156) 
171. (2) 
172. (6) 
173. (3) 
174. † (1) 
175. (1) 
176.  (2) 
177. (1) 
178. (1) 
179. (2) 
180. (2) 
181. (4) 
182. (8) 
183. (1) 
184. (14) 
185. (1) 
186. (22) 
187. (19) 
188. (1) 
189. (3) 
190. (1) 
191. (1) 
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192. (3) 
193. (1) 
194. (2) 




195. (3) 
196. † (6) 
197. (1) 
198. (5) 
199. (6) 
200. (4) 
201. (2) 
202. (2) 
203. (1) 
204. (3) 
205. (2) 
206. (1) 
207. (1) 
208. (12) 




209. (1) 
210. † (1) 
211. (22) 
212. (14) 
213. (3) 
214. (1) 
215. ‡ (13) 
216. (26) 
217. (37) 
218. (1) 
219. (2) 
220. (2) 
221. (2) 
222. † (22) 
223.  (4) 
224. (2) 
225. (3) 

226. (7) 
227. (2) 
228. (2) 
229. (5) 
230. (1) 

 


231. (1) 
232. (5) 
233. (1) 
234. (1) 
235. (3) 
236. (1) 

 
                 

237. (2) 
 
                   

238. (2) 
239. (1) 
240. (93) 
241. (9) 
242. (1) 
243. (1) 
244. (1) 
245. (1) 
246. (6) 
247. (4) 
248. (1) 
249. (2) 
250. (4) 
251. (1) 
252. (5) 
253. (2) 
254. (2) 
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

255. (6) 
256. (2) 
257. (5) 
258. (3) 
259. (5) 
260. (5) 
261. (1) 
262. (1) 
263. (1) 
264. (1) 
265. (1) 
266. (1) 
267. (2) 
268. (5) 
269. (24) 
270. (31) 
271. (3) 
272. (2) 
273. (6) 
274. (2) 
275. (4) 
276. (10) 
277. (15) 
278. (6) 
279. (1) 
280. (4) 
281. (2) 
282. (9) 
283. (10) 
284. (5) 
285. (4) 
286. (2) 
287. (1) 
288. (7) 
289. (2) 
290.  (25) 
291. (4) 

292. (1) 
293. (2) 
294. (1) 
295. (2) 
296. (1) 
297. (5) 
298. (2) 
299. (2) 
300. (9) 
301. (4) 
302. (19) 
303. (2) 
304. (4) 
305. (5) 
306. (3) 
307. (2) 




308. (1) 
309. ‡ (1) 
310. (7) 
311. (1) 




312. † (11) 
313.  (4) 
314. (1) 
315. † (1) 
316. (1) 
317. (7) 
318. (2) 
319. (16) 
320. (51) 
321. (2) 
322. (1) 
323. (5) 
324. (4) 
325. (4) 
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326. (2) 
327. (2) 
328. (3) 
329. (1) 
330. (1) 
331. (1) 
332. † (3) 
333. (1) 
334. † (6) 
335. (1) 
336. (8) 
337. (45) 




338. (2) 
339. (1) 
340. (1) 
341. (1) 
342. (1) 
343. (1) 




344. (3) 
345. (5) 
346. (1) 
347. † (1) 

 


348. (1) 
349. (2) 
350. (9) 
351. † (2) 
352. (6) 
353. (2) 
354. (1) 
355. (1) 
356. (1) 
357. (2) 

358. (1) 
359. (3) 
360. (1) 

 


361. (59) 
362. (26) 
363. (49) 
364. (1) 
365. (28) 




366. (2) 

 

367. (106) 
368. †(2) 
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First Declension Contract Feminine Alpha-Pure Nouns 
 
First declension feminine nouns are studied in Lesson Nine (§9.7).  These 
notes replicate those found there concerning feminine contracted nouns. 
 
Overview 
 
Three first declension feminine alpha-pure nouns contract in NTGreek.  
These contract feminine nouns share the n-1a case-number pattern; 
therefore, there are no new case endings to be learned for this paradigm.  
The declension-paradigm notation for all first declension contract nouns, 
whether feminine or masculine, is n-1h. 
 
Three feminine contracted nouns original ended with two vowels that 
contracted, resulting further contraction with the vowel case ending (if any).  
Because these nouns underwent contraction, the final vowel is long and 
will always have a circumflex on the stem vowel. 
 
A.  Feminine Contracted Double-Alpha Nouns 
 
The noun,  (“mina”), is the only contract noun in NTGreek that 
originally ended with double alpha.  The noun occurs five times in 
NTGreek and is declined identical to n-1a nouns. 
 
The non-contracted form, , is never found in NTGreek.  The lexical 
entry form is its contracted form, .
 
(mina)  + case ending  (n-1a)     listen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

n-1h Singular Plural 
Article Noun Article Noun 

C
A

SE
 

Nominative    

Genitive    

Dative    

Accusative    

Vocative    
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B.  Feminine Contracted Epsīlon-Alpha Nouns 
 
The noun,  (“earth, soil”), is one of two contract feminine nouns in 
NTGreek that originally ended with .  For completeness, the other noun, 
 (“fig tree”) will also be declined below.  The former noun occurs over 
two hundred and fifty times, and the latter sixteen times in NTGreek.  
These nouns are declined identical to n-1b nouns (cf. §8.4), however, also 
designated as n-1h.  Neither of these nouns occurs in the plural. 
 
The non-contracted form, , is never found in NTGreek.  The lexical 
entry form is its contracted form, . 
 
(earth, soil)   + case ending    listen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
(fig tree)   + case ending    listen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

n-1h Singular Plural 
Article Noun 

 

C
A

SE
 

Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

Vocative   

n-1h Singular Plural 
Article Noun 

 

C
A

SE
 

Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

Vocative   
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C.  Masculine Contracted Epsīlon-Alpha Nouns (cf. §9.7.3) 
 
The proper name,  (“Hermes”), is one of two contract masculine 
nouns in NTGreek that originally ended with epsilon alpha.  For 
completeness, the other proper name,  (“Apelles”) will also be 
declined below.  These two proper names are declined identical to n-1f 
nouns, although also designed as n-1h. 
 
The non-contracted form, , is never found in NTGreek.  The lexical 
entry form is its contracted form, . 
 
(Hermes)   + case ending    listen 

 

 
(Apelles)   + case ending    listen 

 

 

n-1h Singular Plural 
Article Noun 

 

C
A

SE
 

Nominative  

Genitive   

Dative   
Accusative   

Vocative   

n-1h Singular Plural 
Article Noun 

 

C
A

SE
 

Nominative  

Genitive   

Dative   
Accusative   

Vocative   
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