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First Declension Feminine Ēta-Pure Nouns 

 
Most first declension feminine noun stems terminate with alpha.  However, 
two hundred and thirty-eight feminine vocalic stems in NTGreek terminate 
with ēta.  Phonologically, whenever a first declension feminine stem 
terminates with a letter other than a vowel (epsīlon, iōta, or omīkron), rhō, 
or a sibilant before the stem vowel, the stem vowel alpha becomes ēta in 
the nominative singular which is retained throughout all singular forms.  
The plural case-number forms for all first declension nouns are identical. 
 
Case Formation 
 
The case endings for all n-1b first declension feminine nouns are identical 
to those of n-1a and n-1c first declension nouns.  Comments about their 
formation follow.  The feminine noun, ,serves as the n-1b paradigm. 
 
  (sound, noise, voice)  + case ending
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative 1, 2 6

Genitive 3 7

Dative 4 

Accusative  3

Vocative 1, 5 6
 
1.  The stems of first declension feminine nouns terminating with ēta are 

identical both in the nominative and vocative singular forms.  The 
nominative and vocative singular forms do not exhibit any inflected 
case-number ending.  The ēta which terminates these nouns is actually 
the stem vowel.  A few introductory NTGreek grammars posit that the 
case ending for first declension nominative and vocative ending 
terminates with .  They do this with the hope it will help the beginning 
student, but in the end, it actually hinders.   

 
2.  The accented nominative singular form is the lexical entry for all first 

declension feminine nouns.  In a Greek-English lexicon, its abbreviated 
genitive singular follows to indicate its declension-paradigm pattern, 
then an article to specify its grammatical gender. 
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3.  N-1a feminine genitive singular and accusative plural case endings are 

inflected identically.  Apart from context, a modifying word, or difference 
of accent, ambiguity exists between these forms.  This ambiguity, 
however, does not exist with -pure noun stems ( / ). 

 
4.  The feminine dative singular is actually the stem + .  The iōta regularly 

monophthongizes and written under the long alpha as an iōta subscript. 
 
5.  First declension feminine vocative singular nouns are ALWAYS 

identical in case-number to the nominative singular.  Context will 
determine whether the noun is functioning as a nominative or vocative. 

 
6.  First declension feminine nominative and vocative plural case-numbers 

are inflected identically.  Context will determine whether the noun is 
functioning as a nominative or vocative. 

 
7.  The genitive plural is because of vowel contraction and not 

because of absorption as in second declension nouns.  The circumflex 
accent is evident of this contraction. 

 
The above morphological comments may be summarized in the following 
chart for all -pure first declension feminine nouns.  The case endings 
below are also identical to n-1a and n-1c first declension feminine nouns. 
 

 Singular Case Endings Plural Case Endings 

Nominative  
(no case ending) 

Genitive 
(identical to accusative plural)


(contraction)

Dative (subscript) 
(contraction) 



Accusative  
(identical to genitive singular)

Vocative 
(no case ending)
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Comprehensive List 
 
All first declension feminine ēta nouns which occur in NTGreek are listed 
below with their frequency in parentheses.  Alternate readings in the USB4 
are not cited.  Nouns that are declined in the plural only are designated by 
a single dagger following the noun. 
 
              

1. (1) 
2. (4) 
3. (116) 
4. (7) 
5. (3) 
6. (1) 
7. (1) 
8. (26) 
9. †(4) 
10. (6) 
11. (24) 
12. (1) 
13. (1) 
14. (1) 
15. (17) 
16. (13) 
17. (10) 
18. (2) 
19. (2) 
20. (9) 
21. (7) 
22. (3) 
23. (2) 
24. (2) 
25. (2) 
26. (6) 
27. (4) 
28. (5) 
29. (3) 
30. (55) 
31. (9) 

32. (2) 
33. (1) 
34.  (12) 
35.  (2) 
36.  (7) 
37. (4) 




38.  (1) 
39. (3) 
40. (1) 
41. (1) 
42. (1) 
43.  (12) 
44. (12) 
45.  (2) 




46.  (3) 
47. (1) 
48. (9) 
49. (50) 





50. (1) 
51. (3) 
52. (1) 
53. (33) 
54. (1) 
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55. (3) 
56. (2) 
57. (1) 
58. (30) 
59. (92) 
60. (3) 
61. (7) 
62. (3) 
63. (2) 
64. (3) 
65.  (5) 

 


66. (1) 
67.  (92) 
68. (1) 
69. (1) 
70. (7) 
71. (13) 
72. (1) 
73. (1) 
74. (67) 
75. (2) 
76. (1) 
77. (25) 
78. (1) 
79.  (4) 
80.  (5) 
81. (1) 
82. (4) 
83. (24) 
84. (1) 
85. (2) 
86. (7) 
87. (1) 
88.  (1) 
89.  (1) 
90. (2) 

91. (3) 
 
                 

92. (13) 
93. (135) 
94.  (8) 

 
            

95. (5) 
 


96. (1) 
97.  (5) 
98.  (1) 

 


99. (3) 
100. (10) 

 


101. (1) 
102. (1) 
103. (11) 
104. (1) 
105. (4) 
106.  (1) 
107. (2) 
108. (1) 
109. (75) 
110. (9) 
111. (2) 
112. (4) 
113. (1) 
114. (1) 
115. (1) 
116. (6) 
117. (5) 
118. (1) 
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119. (1) 
120. (1) 
121. (27) 




122. (1) 
123. (1) 
124. (11) 
125. (1) 
126. (16) 




127. (11) 
128. (1) 
129. (4) 
130. (3) 
131. (3) 
132. (1) 
133. (1) 
134. (1) 
135. (1) 
136. (1) 
137. (1) 
138. (2) 
139. (2) 

 


140. (25) 
141. (1) 
142. (2) 
143. (8) 

 
                   

144. (2) 
145. (2) 
146. (18) 
147. (15) 
148. (1) 

149. (2) 
150. (36) 
151. (2) 
152. (6) 
153. (3) 

 


154. (13) 
155. (1) 
156. (50) 
157. (3) 
158. (3) 
159. (1) 
160. (6) 
161. (10) 
162. (3) 
163. (1) 
164. (3) 
165. (3) 
166. (1) 
167. (36) 
168. (11) 
169. (10) 
170. (22) 
171. (1) 
172. (2) 
173. (5) 
174. (12) 
175. (3) 
176. (3) 
177. (36) 
178. (1) 
179. (1) 
180. (10) 




181. (1) 
182. (1) 
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183. (1) 
184. (4) 
185.  (8) 




186. (1) 
187. (1) 
188. (2) 
189. (1) 
190. (1) 
191. (9) 
192. (2) 
193. (3) 
194. (1) 
195. (20) 
196. (12) 
197. (3) 
198. (3) 
199. (1) 
200. (9) 
201. (1) 
202. (56) 
203. (1) 
204. (2) 
205. (1) 
206. (2) 
207. (3) 
208. (1) 
209. (3) 




210. †(1) 
211. (7) 
212. (1) 
213. (1) 
214. (3) 
215. (41) 
216.  (1) 

217. (16) 
218. (2) 




219. (1) 
220. (15) 
221. (8) 
222. (2) 
223.  (32) 
224. (1) 
225. (4) 

 


226. (4) 
227. (2) 
228. (12) 
229. (1) 
230. (3) 
231. (1) 
232. (47) 
233. (31) 
234. (139) 

 


235. (1) 
236. (2) 




237. (103) 

 

238. (7) 
 
 
 
 
 

© Dr. William D. Ramey • Comprehensive N-1B Noun List                               NTGreek In Session 


