
Lesson Eight: First Declension Nouns (Module A) 
                       Feminine Nouns 
                       Morphology: The Nominal System (Part 3) 
                       Study Aid Level One: Vocabulary Paradigms 
 
As a study aid, all first declension feminine vocabulary words from Lesson 
Eight are cited below according to their paradigm hierarchy in alphabetical 
order.  An overview of their case endings is first examined. 
 
Do NOT memorize these paradigms.  What is important is to recognize the 
inflectional forms of the first declension uncontracted feminine forms as 
they relate to case, gender, and number.  Memorize the following master 
case ending chart below for all n-1a, n-1b, and n-1c uncontracted feminine 
nouns.  Regardless of declension-paradigm, all case endings replicate. 
 
Overview 
 

 Singular Case Endings Plural Case Endings 

Nominative 1 

(no case ending) 

Genitive 2
(identical to accusative plural)

5
(contraction)

Dative (subscript) 3 
(contraction) 



Accusative  2
(identical to genitive singular)

Vocative 1, 4
(no case ending)



 
1.  The stems of first declension uncontracted nouns terminating with alpha 

(long or short) or ēta, are identical both in their nominative and vocative 
singular forms.  The nominative and vocative singular forms do not 
exhibit any inflected case ending.  The alpha or ēta that terminates 
these nouns is actually the stem vowel.  Few introductory NTGreek 
grammars posit that the case ending for first declension nominative and 
vocative ending terminates with .  They do this with the hope it will 
help the beginning student, but in the end, it actually hinders.  Finally, 
the nominative singular is its lexical entry. 
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2.  Although the genitive singular and accusative plural case endings are 

identical, only the n-1a feminine words are identical, since the 
distinction in the other declension-paradigms is made in their stems 
(/  [n-1a];  /  [n-1b];  /  [n-1c]).  
In the case of n-1a feminine nouns, context or modifying words will help 
determine its proper case function.  Furthermore, when first declension 
nouns are accented on the ultima in the nominative singular, they 
regularly have the circumflex on the genitive singular and the acute 
accent on the accusative plural ( / ). 

 
3.  The feminine dative singular is actually the stem + .  The iōta regularly 

monophthongizes and written under the long alpha as an iōta subscript. 
 
4.  Because the first declension feminine vocative singular is ALWAYS 

identical to the nominative singular, it will not be separated in the 
vocabulary paradigms that follow. 

 
5.  The genitive plural is because of vowel contraction.  The circumflex 

accent is evident of this contraction. 
 
Vocabulary Paradigms 
 
For illustrative sake, the definite article precedes all inflected forms. 
 
First Declension Alpha Pure Feminine Nouns (n-1a)
 
(truth)   + case ending (short final alpha) 
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  




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(sin)   + case ending 
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

(kingdom)   + case ending 
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
 
(Galilee)   + case ending 
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative 

 is a proper name.  Plural 
forms should not be expected for 
proper names.  All proper names 
begin with a capital letter to follow 
modern convention. 

Genitive 

Dative 

Accusative 
 

(gift)  + case ending 
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
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(Church, assembly)   + case ending 
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

(authority, power)   + case ending 
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

(day)   + case ending 
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

(heart)   + case ending 
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
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(wisdom)   + case ending 
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

(joy)   + case ending 
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
 
(hour)   + case ending 
 

n-1a Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
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First Declension Ēta Pure Feminine Nouns (n-1b) 
 
(love)   + case ending 
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
 
(sister)   + case ending 
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
 
(beginning, ruler)   + case ending 
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
 






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(writing, Scripture)   + case ending 
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

(peace)   + case ending 
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

(commandment)   + case ending 
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
 
(life)   + case ending 
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
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(head)   + case ending 
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

(parable)   + case ending 
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

(synagogue, meeting)   + case ending 
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
 
(sound, noise, voice)   + case ending 
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
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(soul)   + case ending 
 

n-1b Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

First Declension Feminine Hybrid Nouns (n-1c)

(Gehenna)   + case ending (final short alpha) 
 

n-1c Singular Plural 
Nominative  is a proper noun.  

Therefore, as one should expect, 
there are not any plural forms.  
The word is capitalized here 
although not capitalized in most 
Greek editions. 

Genitive 

Dative 

Accusative 
 

(tongue, language)   + case ending 
   (final short alpha) 
 

n-1c Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
 




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(glory)   + case ending (final short alpha) 
 

n-1c Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
 
(sea, lake)   + case ending (final short alpha) 
 

n-1c Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  

(root, branch)   + case ending (final short alpha) 
 

n-1c Singular Plural 
Nominative  

Genitive  

Dative  

Accusative  
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