Introduction to 2 Thessalonians 1

Structure
The overall structure (like 1 Thess) is ABCCBA:

1:1-2 Address, grace and peace blessings
1:3-12 Thanksgiving, God’s justice, and prayer
2:1-17 Encouragement and prayer for strength and endurance in the face of the lawless one
3:1-5 Prayer for deliverance from the evil one
3:6-15 Commands to work helpfully, and to shun brothers who don’t
3:16-18 Greeting, peace and grace blessings

Background
See the Introduction for 1 Thessalonians.

Relationships with other letters of Paul

If 2 Thessalonians was written while both Silvanus and Timothy were with Paul, and therefore
not more than eighteen months after 1 Thessalonians, there would have been only one surviving
letter of Paul’s before 2 Thessalonians. But 3:17 presumes the existence of many letters before 2
Thessalonians. In addition to very many similarities to 1 Thessalonians, there are also many
similarities to 1 Corinthians and Romans. For example, the first part of the autograph in 3:17 is
identical to 1 Cor 16:21. So it may have been written after 1 Corinthians and Romans, and after a
collection of Paul’s letters was available.

If the second thanksgiving in 1 Th 2:13-16 was inserted after 1 Thessalonians was originally
written, 2 Thessalonians, which also has a second thanksgiving in 2 Th 2:13-17, was written after
that insertion. 1 and 2 Thessalonians are the only letters of Paul that begin with double
thanksgivings.

2 Thessalonians is the only Pauline letter that does not use the uniquely Pauline phrase,
“Anointed Jesus.” The Pauline letters use that phrase 83 times, more frequently than “Jesus
Anointed” which appears 78 times, nine of which are in 2 Thessalonians. The only other Pauline
letters that have nine or more instances of “Jesus Anointed” are Romans and 1 Corinthians.

Theme

While 1 and 2 Thessalonians have a similar outline and similar openings, closings, and double
thanksgivings (1 Th 1:2;2:13;2 Th 1:3; 2:13), their main sections are very different. 1 Thessalonians
relates Paul’s coming and closeness to the Thessalonians in a positive way to the Lord’s coming, and
gives encouragement regarding those who have died, that they will not be forgotten or left behind
at the Lord’s coming. 2 Thessalonians warns about the “lawless one” and the “evil one” who will
come before the Lord’s coming, and reverses the thrust of 1 Thessalonians that the Lord’s coming
was expected at any time and soon (1 Th 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:13-18; 5:2-10,23) and that “the Day of
the Lord is coming like a thief at night” (1 Th 5:2). 2 Thessalonians reflects an apocalyptic view
similar to Revelation, which was probably written near the end of the first century, long after Paul’s
death. It is the only Pauline letter that says something that has not yet happened must happen before
the Anointed’s return.
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2 2 Thessalonians

Text in italics is omitted in the Greek source

Address, grace and peace blessings1

1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy,
To the assembly called out from
the Thessalonians
in God our Father
and the Lord Jesus
Anointed:
2 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Anointed.

2

Thanksgiving, God’s justice, and prayer3

3 We are obligated to give thanks to God always for you, brothers,
as is fitting,
because your faith is growing abundantly and the love of every one of you for one another
is increasing.
4 So that we ourselves boast of you among God’s churches
for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and afflictions that you endure—
s evidence of God’s just judgment
that you are counted worthy of God’s kingdom for which you are suffering.

¢ For it is just with God to pay back:
to those who trouble you, trouble,
7 and to you who are being troubled, relief with us,
at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his mighty angels s in flaming fire,

rendering vengeance to those who do not acknowledge God and to those who do not
obey the good news of our Lord Jesus.

9 These will suffer the justice of eternal ruin away from the Lord’s presence and away
from the glory of his power,
10 when he comes
to be glorified among his holy ones
and to be marveled at among all who have believed (because our testimony to you was
believed)
on that day.

11 To this end we pray always for you,
that our God may make you worthy of the call,
and may fulfill every resolve of goodness and work of faith with power,
12 that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him,
through the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Anointed.

' 1:1-2 ABCDCBA. The first of seven divisions. Parallel with 3:16-18.
2 1:1. Literally, ekklesia = “called out from” (usually translated “church”), equivalent here to “Anointed.”
3 1:3-12 ABA. Second of six divisions. Parallel with 3:6-15. A’s: thanks and prayer; B: God’s justice.
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2 Thessalonians 3

Encouragement and prayer for strength and endurance in the face of the lawless one*

2 Wwe urge you, brothers,
regarding the coming of our Lord Jesus Anointed and our gathering together to him,
2 that you not be quickly unsettled in mind nor be alarmed,
neither by spirit nor by word nor by letter as though from us,
to the effect that the Day of the Lord has come.
3 Let no one deceive you in any way.

For unless the apostasy comes first and revealed is the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction,
4 who opposes and exalts himself over everything called god or object of worship,
so that he seats himself in God’s temple,
proclaiming himself that he is God—
s don’t you remember that when I was still with you I told you these things?

6 And now the restrainer” you know so that he may be revealed at his time.
7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work,
until the restrainer for the present only is taken out of the way.

s And then will be revealed the lawless one,
whom the Lord will do away with
by the spirit of his mouth
and render powerless
by the appearing of his coming,
9 the one whose coming is
by the Adversary’s working with all power and signs and wonders of lying,
10 and with all deception of injustice
for those being destroyed,
because they did not receive the love of the truth that they might be saved.

11 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion,
so that they believe the lie,
12 so that all may be condemned
who have not believed the truth
but delighted in injustice.

13 We are obligated to give thanks to God always for you, brothers loved by the Lord,
because God chose you as first fruit to salvation in holiness of spirit and belief of truth,
14 to which he called you through our good news to possession of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Anointed.
15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold fast the traditions you were taught whether by
word or by letter of ours.
16 Himself our Lord Jesus Anointed and God our Father who loved us
and gave us eternal encouragement and good hope through grace,
17 may he encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.

42:1-17 ABCCBA. Parallel with 3:1-5. A’s: encouragement to stand firm. B’s: apostasy and delusion. C’s: now and
then.
3 2:6-7 The “restrainer,” “possessor” or “occupier,” (katechon) is mentioned nowhere else in the NT.
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4 2 Thessalonians

Prayer for deliverance from the evil one

3 Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the Lord’s word may speed forward and be honored,
just as among you,
2 and that we may be delivered from perverse and evil people,
for not all have the faith.
3 Faithful however is the Lord,
who will strengthen and guard you from the evil one.
4 We depend in the Lord on you, that what we command, you are doing and will do.
s May the Lord guide your hearts to God’s love and to the Anointed’s steadfastness.

Commands to work helpfully, and to shun brothers who don’t

6 We command you, brothers,
in the name of the Lord Jesus Anointed,
that you keep away from every brother walking irresponsibly
and not according to the tradition
that they received from us.

7 For you yourselves know how one must follow us.
For we were not out of order among you,
s nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying,
but with labor and toil
night and day working
so as not to burden any of you.
9 Not that we have not that right,
but to make ourselves an example for you to follow us.

10 For even when we were with you, we commanded you, that if anyone would not work
neither should he eat.
11 For we hear some are walking among you out of order,
not being busy,
but being busybodies.
12 Such persons we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Anointed, that working in quietness
they should eat their own bread.

13 But you, brothers, do not tire of doing good.
14 If anyone does not obey our word in this letter,
take note of that one
not to associate with him,
that he may be ashamed.
15 And do not regard him as an enemy,
but warn Aim as a brother.

Greeting, peace and grace blessings

16 Himself the Lord of peace, may he give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with you all.
17 The greeting by my own hand, Paul, which is a mark in every letter, so I write.
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Anointed be with you all.
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2 Thessalonians 1

The Greek text is from Novum Testamentum Graece, Nestle-Aland, 27™ Edition, © 1993 Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft,
Stuttgart. Used by permission.
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2 2 Thessalonians
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2 Thessalonians 3
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