Introduction to 2 Timothy 1

Structure
The overall structure is ABCCBA:

1:1-2 Address to Timothy and blessing
1:3-18 Paul’s imprisonment in Rome. Carry on, loyal disciple, what I passed on to you
2:1-26 Persevere as a good soldier of Anointed
3:1-4:5 Turn away from the ungodly, proclaim the word, fulfill your ministry
4:6-18a Paul’s imprisonment and ministry
4:18b-22 Doxology, greetings, and blessing

Background

This letter indicates that Paul was imprisoned at Rome (1:8,16-17; 2:9; 4:6,16-17). It does not
say where Timothy was. He was probably in the Roman province of Asia, which included Ephesus,
Troas, and Miletus, because of the references to all those places, beginning with the reference to Asia
in 1:15. But he was probably not at Ephesus (see 4:12), where he was located in 1 Timothy. The
references to Timothy in or near Troas, leaving Erastus at Corinth, and leaving Trophimus sick at
Miletus (4:20), all fit well with Paul’s return from his third missionary journey. Erastus, the city
treasurer of Corinth, was last mentioned with Paul when Paul wrote Romans at Corinth (Rom 16:23).
Trophimus, who was from Ephesus (Acts 21:29), was with Paul when they stopped at Miletus (Acts
20:4,15,17).

But Paul was imprisoned two years in Caesarea between his return to Jerusalem and his trip to
Rome as a prisoner (Acts 24:27). The reference to leaving Trophimus sick at Miletus (4:20) does not
seem to reflect such a long interval. And when Paul got to Jerusalem, Trophimus was with him (Acts
21:29). But it is unlikely that Paul later made another trip involving all those same places and same
people in the same sequence, all without visiting Ephesus again after he had told the elders from
Ephesus that they would not see him again.

Paul’s first defense at Rome (4:16) is likely to have occurred during or soon after the two years
he was imprisoned there, even though Acts does not mention that detail in its brief description. If
this letter was written after Paul’s death, it appears that, for the setting of this letter, the author used
Paul’s imprisonment in Rome as recorded in Acts.

Theme

Both 2 Timothy and Philippians are farewells from Paul from prison, with death impending. It
is interesting to compare how Paul describes himself in that situation in those two farewells. A third
farewell from Paul—also with imprisonment and death impending— is in Acts 20:17-38. It was at
Miletus, where Paul stopped briefly to meet with the elders from Ephesus on his return from Corinth
to Jerusalem. Paul tells them that the holy spirit has told him imprisonment and afflictions await him,
and that he knows none of the elders from Ephesus will ever see his face again (Acts 20:22-25,38).
Acts was probably written well after Paul’s death. If so, the author of Acts chose to end his story
with Paul still in prison, leaving the ending of the story of Paul’s life to be told by Paul himself in
his farewell address to the Ephesian elders, in the context of risk and purpose, rather than by the
author of Acts in the context of certainty and history. But note the contrast in Paul’s outlook in Acts
20:20-25,38 with that expressed in Phlp 2:17-24.

2 Timothy is a memorial to the legacy that Paul left to the church, in teaching and example. It
solemnly charges God’s workers to be true to that teaching and example. It may have been prepared
for use as part of a liturgy for ordination.

© 2010 Robert Arthur Bailey



2 2 Timothy

Text in italics is omitted in the Greek source

Address to Timothy and blessing1

1 Paul, an apostle of Anointed Jesus
by God’s will
for the promise of life in Anointed Jesus,
2 To Timothy, my beloved child:
Grace, mercy, peace
from God our Father
and Anointed Jesus our Lord.

"'1:1-2 ABCDCBA. The first of six divisions. Parallel with 4:18b-22, doxology, greetings, and blessing.
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2 Timothy 3
Paul’s imprisonment in Rome. Carry on, loyal disciple, what I passed on to you2

3 [ am grateful to God,
whom I serve from my forebears with a clear conscience,
as [ have unceasing remembrance of you
in my prayers night and day,
4 longing to see you,
remembering your tears,
that [ may be filled with joy,
s remembering the sincere faith in you
that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice,
and, [ am convinced, also in you.

¢ For this reason I remind you to rekindle God’s gift that is in you through the laying on of my
hands.
7 For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but of power and love and sound judgment.
s So do not be ashamed of your testimony of our Lord nor of me his prisoner,
but share in suffering for the good news by the power of God,
9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling,
not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace,
which was given to us in Anointed Jesus
before time eternal,
10 but has been made known now
through the appearing of our savior, Anointed Jesus,
who broke the power of death and brought to light life and immortality
through the good news,
11 for which I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher.
12 For this reason I also suffer these things,
but I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have trusted, and I am convinced that he is
able to guard my deposit from him® until that day.
13 Keep the pattern of sound words that you heard from me, in faith and love that are in
Anointed Jesus.
14 The good deposit guard through the holy spirit that dwells in us.

15 You know this,
that all those in Asia turned away from me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes.
16 May the Lord grant mercy to the household of One:siphorus,4
because often he refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chain.
17 Rather, having come to Rome,
urgently he searched for me and found me.
18 May the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that day.
And how much he served in Ephesus
you know very well.

2 1:3-18 ABA. The second of six divisions. Parallel with 4:6-18a, Paul’s imprisonment and ministry.

3 1:12 If “my deposit” is Paul’s appointment, described in verse 11, or the gifts described in verses 7 and 9, then it
is a deposit entrusted to Paul from God, like the “gift” and “deposit” referred to in 1:6,14.

% 1:16 Onesiphorus. He is mentioned only here and at 4:19.
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4 2 Timothy

Persevere as a good soldier of Anointed®

2 You, then, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Anointed Jesus.
2 And what you have heard from me
through many witnesses,
these entrust
to faithful people
who will be able also to teach others.
3 Share in suffering like a good soldier of Anointed Jesus.

4 No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in the affairs of life, in order to please the enlisting
officer.

s If an athlete competes, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.

¢ The farmer who labors ought to be first to share in the fruit.
7 Consider what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.

s Remember Jesus Anointed, raised from the dead, from David’s seed, according to my
good news,
9 for which I am suffering to the point of chains as a criminal,
but God’s word is not chained.
10 Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the chosen ones,
so they also may obtain the salvation in Anointed Jesus with eternal glory.

11 Faithful is the saying:
If we have died with Aim, we will also live with Aim;
12 if we persevere, we will also reign with Aim;
if we deny him, he will also deny us;
13 if we are unfaithful, he remains faithful,
for he cannot deny himself.

14 Remind them of these things,
charging them before God not to quarrel about words,
which leads to nothing useful,
and to the ruin of those who listen.

15 Be earnest to present yourself approved to God, a worker unashamed,
rightly interpreting the word of truth.
16 Profane empty babblings avoid, for they will go on to more
ungodliness 17 and their talk like gangrene will spread.
Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus,
18 who regarding the truth have missed the mark,
saying that the resurrection has already come,
and they are overturning the faith of some.

32:1-26 ABCDCBA. The third of six divisions. Parallel with 3:1-4:5. A’s: charges to a youthful disciple. B’s: an
athlete who follows the rules and is crowned, and someone who cleanses himself'to be a vessel of honor. C’s: remember
and remind. D: four prospects facing a disciple, two positive, two negative.
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2 Timothy 5

19 But God’s firm foundation stands, having this inscription: “7he Lord knows those who are his,”
and, “Let everyone depart from evil who calls on the Lord’s name.”
20 In a large house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay,
some for honor and others for common use.
21 Accordingly, if anyone cleanses himself from these,
he will be a vessel for honor, made holy, useful to the master, prepared for every good work.

22 Flee youthful passions.
Pursue uprightness, faith, love, peace,
with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.
23 Avoid foolish and ignorant questions,
knowing that they breed quarrels.
24 The Lord’s slave must not quarrel,
but be gentle with all, apt to teach, tolerant,
25 with humility correcting opponents.
Perhaps God may give them repentance to a knowledge of truth,
26 and they may come to themselves again from the Slanderer’s snare, having been caught by him
to do his will.

Turn away from the ungodly, proclaim the word, fulfill your ministry6

3 Understand this: that in the last days there will be hard times.
2 For people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money,
boasters, arrogant, insulting,
disobedient to parents, ungrateful, irreligious,
3 heartless, unforgiving, slanderers,
uncontrolled, untamed, not loving good,
4 traitors, rash, conceited,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,
s having a form of godliness but its power denying.

Turn away from them.

¢ For among them are those who make their way into houses and captivate foolish women laden with
sins,
led by various desires,
7 always learning and never able to come to a knowledge of truth.
s As Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses,
so also these oppose the truth,
depraved in mind,
unqualified regarding faith.
9o But they will not progress further, for their folly will be evident to all, as it was with those two.

63:1-4:5 ABBA. The fourth of six divisions of this letter. The A’s: turn away from the ungodly; proclaim the word
to them; B’s: follow Paul’s teaching and the scriptures.
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6 2 Timothy

10 But you, you have followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance,
11 and persecutions, sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra,’
such persecutions I endured.

And from all of them the Lord rescued me.
12 Indeed, all who want to live godly in Anointed Jesus will be persecuted.
13 Evildoers and imposters will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

14 But you, stay in what you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you
learned iz, 15 and that from a baby you have known the sacred scriptures,®
which are able to make you wise to salvation through the faith in Anointed Jesus.
16 Every scripture is inspired by God
and useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for the training in uprightness
17 so that one who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.

41 charge you before God
and Anointed Jesus,
who will judge the living and the dead,
and by his appearing
and by his kingdom:

2 proclaim the word,
be persistent whether convenient or inconvenient,
reprove, rebuke, encourage,

with all patience and teaching.

3 For a time will come when they will not put up with sound teaching,
but to suit their own desires,
for themselves they will accumulate teachers,
tickling their ears,
4 and from the truth they will turn their ears away, and will turn to myths.

s But you, be sober in everything,
endure hardship,
do the work of an evangelist,
your ministry fulfill.

"3:11 Antioch, Iconium, Lystra. The only mention of these towns in Paul’s letters. See Acts 13:13-14:23; 16:1-3.
¥ 3:15 Scriptures. If Paul is the author, the “sacred scriptures” that Timothy knew from childhood would not have
included Paul’s letters. But if written near the end of the first century after Paul’s letters had begun to be collected, it
probably does include Paul’s letters, as many assume when they read this. The implied equivalence of Paul’s teaching
in 3:10-14 with “the word,” “sound teaching,” and “truth” in 4:1-5, and with “scripture” in 3:15-17, suggests that the
author already regarded Paul’s letters as scripture.
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2 Timothy 7

Paul’s imprisonment and ministry9

6 Indeed I am already being poured out as an offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
s From now on there is stored up for me the crown of uprightness,
which the Lord will award to me on that day, the just judge,
and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

9 Be urgent to come to me quickly,
10 for Demas'® has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and he has gone to
Thessalonica,
Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.
11 Only Luke is with me.
Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me in ministry.
12 Tychicus11 I have sent to Ephesus.
13 The cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus, bring when you come, and the books, especially
the parchments.

14 Alexander'? the coppersmith did me much harm.
“The Lord will repay him according to his deeds.”
15 You too, be on guard against him,

for he strongly opposed our words.

16 At my first defense no one appeared on my behalf,
but all deserted me. May it not be held against them.
17 But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me,
so that through me the message might be fully presented and all nations might hear iz.
And I was “rescued from the lion’s mouth.”
18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil work
and he will bring me safe to his heavenly kingdom.

Doxology, greetings, and blessing13

To him the glory into the ages of the ages. Amen.
10 Greet Prisca'® and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus.
20 Erastus remained in Corinth.
Trophimus I left sick at Miletus.
21 Be urgent to come before winter.
Greeting you is Eubulus and Pudens and Linus and Claudia and all the brothers.
22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you all.

? 4:6-18a ABBA. The fifth of six divisions of this letter. Parallel with 1:3-18.
19 4:10 Demas is mentioned favorably in Phlm 1:24 and Col 4:14.
1'4:12 Tychicus was the letter carrier for Eph (6:21-22), Col (4:7-8), and possibly for Titus (3:12). Acts 20:4 says
he was from the province of Asia, which included Ephesus.
12 4:14 Alexander is also mentioned unfavorably in 1 Tim 1:20.
13 4:18b-22 ABCCCBA. The last of six divisions of this letter. Parallel with 1:1-2.
'4'4:19 Prisca and Aquila. Also mentioned at 1 Cor 16:19 and Rom 16:3. See footnote on Rom 16:3.
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2 Timothy 1

The Greek text is from Novum Testamentum Graece, Nestle-Aland, 27" Edition, © 1993 Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft,
Stuttgart. Used by permission.
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2 2 Timothy

3 Xapy €w 10 6ed,
® AaTpelw &mo TPOoYyovwy év kabupd oLVeLdNOEL,
WC AOLUAELTTOV €Yw TNV Tepl 00D preloy
€V TalC OENOEOLY oL VUKTOC Kol MUEpOC,
4 EmmodGY oe 1delv,
LEUVMLEVOC 0oL TV Sakplwy,
Tve yopdc TANPWOR,
LTOUVNOLY AePwy ThHg €V ool davumokpitov TloTewc,
NTLC EVWKNOEY TPRTOV €V TR MOUUT 00 AWLSL Kol Tf) untpl oov Edviky,
TémeLopaL 6¢ OTL kol €V ooL.

5

4 \

O AV W altlov drapiuviokw oe dralwmupely 10 ydpLode tod Beod, & éotiy év ool
dLo TAC EMLOETEWSG TRV YELPGDV WOV.
7 ) \ 5 ¢ A~ ¢ \ A / ) \ ’ \ > 7 \
oL yoap €OwKeV MULY 0 Be0g MVeDUe O€LALeG OAAR OUVOUEWG KoL OYQTNG Kol
owdpovLopod.
8 un obv émutoyurdfic to paptiplor tod kuplov MUAY unde éue TOV déouLov
®0TOD,
> \ / ~ b ’ \ ’ ~
OAACL OLYKAKOTEONOOV TG €LOYYEALW Kot dLVOULY BeoD,
? 10D oWoavtog Hudc kol kaAéoavtog kAfoel dyle,
00 KOTO T €PYN MUV GAAX KoTe LOLoy TPOOEOoLY Kol YUPLY,
TV 800eloar MLy év XpLot@ ‘Inood
PO XPOVvWY alwviwy,
0 bovepwdeloor &e vV
dua Thg emparelag Tod owthpoc UV XpLotod ‘Inood,
KOTPYNOGVTOC eV TOV Bavator pwtioavtog 8¢ (wny kol adOupoloy
dLee Tod edoryyeAlov
) S} bl ’ ) \ ~ \ b 4 \ ’/
€LC 0 €TeONY eyw kNpuE kol amoaTtodog kol OLOKOKKAOC,
280 v altior kel todto mdoyw:
GAL 00K €maLoyUVopaL, OLde Yop ) TETLOTEUKE Kol TETMELOhaL OTL SLVATOC
€otLy TNV Topadnkny pov Guiaful €lg ékelvmy Ty NuEpav.
B YrotdnwoLy éxe yratvdvtwr Adywr v mop’ éuod fikovoac év miotel kol
ayorm th €v XpLot® ‘Inood-
14 _» \ ’ ’ \ ’ [ ~ 2 A ) ¢~
TNV KeANY mopadnkny ¢vAaor OLo mrevpatog aylov Toh €volkobvtog €v Muiv.

11

5 0160c todro,
94 ) ’ ’ ’ () ~ ’ ? ) ’ e ’
oTL ameotpadnoay pe mavtes oL e€v tf) Aoiy, wv €atiy duyerog kol ‘Epupoyevng.
1680 €heog O kUpLog T¢) "OvnoLdbpov oikw,
e ’/ > ’ \ \ e ’ b 2 ’
OTL TOAAOKLG e ovefuEer Kol TNV (AUCLY OU OUK €TeLoyuvon,
7 6Ard yevbpevog év Pdun
omoudalwe E(NTNOEY e Kol eDper:
B 80 b)) 6 kipLog ebpely €eog mopd kuplov év ékelvn T Nuépa.
kel 00w €év "Epéow SLnkovnoev,
BEATLOV OL YLVWOKELC.

© 2010 Robert Arthur Bailey



2 Timothy 3
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4 2 Timothy
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2 Timothy 5

10°%) 6e mapnkoroBnodc pov TH Sidaokarie, th dywyd, TH mpobécel, TR Tiotel, TH
HokpoBuply, Th dydmy, Tf LTowovd,
! tol¢ SLwypole, Tolg maduacty, old pou éyéveto év "Avtioxeln, év Tkoviw, év
AvotpolLg, oloug SLwYWoLE DIMYEYK
Kol €K TRVTWY e €ppuoato 0 KUPLOC.

? kol mvteg S€ ol Bérovtec eVoefdc (fiv év XpLot® Tnood SLwydroovral.
TovnpoL 8¢ AvOpwTOL Kol YONTEC TPOKOYOUOLY €TL TO YELPOV TANVAVTEC Kol
TAAVWUEVOL.

13

4 %0 8¢ péve ev o?Lg ’épaeeg Kol €mLoTWdng, eldwe mopd tivwy éuadec, kol dtL &md
Bpecl)oug [T] Lepo ypoupoto ouSocg,
0 6wocpevoc oe codplonl €i¢ owtnplay dLi mlotewg thg év XpLotd ‘Inood.
¢ Moo ypodt Bedmrevatog
Kol WOPEALLOG TPOG SLdaoKaAlay, TPOC EACYUOV, TPOG €MavOPOwoLY, TPOG TuLdeloy
TV év SLkaLooivn,

17 v b e A~ ~ \ ~ s b \ ) /
Lo aptLog 1 0 tod Beod avbpwmog, Tpog Ty epyov oyeBov €ENPTLOUEVOC.

4 Avopoptipopal evdTLor tod 8eod

\ ~ 5 ~
kol Xprotob ‘Inood

10D WéALovTOg Kplvely (Drtag Kol vekpoug,
Kol TNV émpaveroar adTod

\ \ ’ ¥ ~
Kol TNy PaoLielor ovtod:

2 ’ \ ’
Knpvéov tov Aoyov,
EmLoTNOL elkaipwe dKkolpwe,
€LcYEOV, ETLTLUNOOY, TOPUKOACOOV,
€V Mot pokpoOuple kel SLdeyd.
3 o \ \ ¢ ~ < ’ ’ 5 >
Eotal yop keipog 0te thg vyLaLrouong dLdaokaAlog ovk aveiovtal
QA KoTo TOC LOLog EmLOUULOG
€VTOLE ETLOWPEDOOVOLY BLONOKAAOUG
KUMOOUEVoL THY KONV
\ b \ \ ~ b ’ \ b \ > ’ 2 \ \ \ 4
Kal omo pev Thg aAnfelog tny okony oamootpePouoLy, €ml O€ TOULC HUBOUC
EKTPOTNOOVTOL.

> NV 8¢ vijde év maoLy,

KoKOTONooV,
€pyov Tolnoov edoyyeALoToD,

TV dLakoviay oou TAnpodopnoov.

© 2010 Robert Arthur Bailey



6 2 Timothy
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E7yu)\ yop n\6n ?ﬂﬁvéoHaL: Kol O kellpog T owockl’)oewc; uou Ed?EOTT]KEV. ’
TOV KAAOV GYQVe NYWVLOWAL, TOV SPOUOV TETEAEKN, THY TLOTLY TETHPMKL
8 loLmov amdkeltal pol 6 thc Sikaloodyng otépovog,
OV GmodWoeL poL O KOPLOG €V ékelvt Tf MUEPQ, O dlKaLog KPLTNG,
00 HOVOV &€ €UoL GAAX Kol TAOL TOLC NYTNKOOL TV émidaveLay adToD.
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XmoLdoooV €ABELY TPOC e TOYEWS
" Anudc yap pe éykatéALmer Gyamioac TOov ViV aldue kol €mopeldn eic
Oecoalovikny,
Kpnokng el¢ Toadatiov, Titog €ic AxAuatiov:
" Aouvkdc €0ty pévog pet’ éuod.
Mapkov dvadeBwy &ye pete oeavtod, €0TLY Yap poL elypnotog €ig dakoviav.
2 TOyikov &€ dméotelra eic "Edecov.
B tov paLAdvmy ov améirmov év Tpwadt mapd Kdapmy épyduevoc dépe, kol to PLpAle
HOALOTO TOG HEUBPOVOC.

4 ANEEaVSpoc O yoAkeDC TOAAG oL Kot Evedelfutor
amodwoel adT® O KOPLOG KaTl T €pye ahToD:
5 Bv kal ol duidooov,

Aoy yop GUTEOTN TOLG MUETEPOLS ADYOLC.

1 "By 1t} mpddtn pov &moroyie o0delc poL mapeyéveto,
QAL TOVTEG e EYKOTEALTOV Un a0TOLS AoyLoBeln:
7.6 8¢ kUpLOC 1oL TOPEDTN Kol EVESLVAUWOED L,
Tva 8L &uod 1O kMpLYKe TANPodopNOT Kol dKOVOWOLY TavTe To €0vn,
Kol €ppUOONY €k OTOULNTOC AEOVTOC.
8 Soetal pe 6 kOpLog Gmd TarTOC épyou mornpPod
Kol 0WoeL €l Ty Paotictoar adtod thy émouvpaviov:

@ T 60fx €l¢ TOLG ol TRV alwvwy, Guny.
¥ 7 Aomooor TIplokaw kol *AkOiayr kel tov ‘Ovnoiddpou olkov.
2 "Epaotog éuelver év Koplvbw,
Tpodipov ¢ améALmor év MiAntw dobevodvre.
21 Yirobdooor TPod xeLU@dVoC EABELY.
"Aomaletal oe EDBoviog kal ITovdng kal Alvog kol KAoudle kel ol ddeAdol mavtec.
2240 kipLog pett tod mredatdc oou. 1) xapLe Hed Dudv.
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