Introduction to Colossians 1

Structure
The overall structure is ABCDCBA:

1:1-2 Address and blessing
1:3-8 Thanksgiving
1:9-2:5 Paul’s ministry for you, the church
2:6-3:17 Sharing in Anointed’s death and resurrection
3:18-4:6 Your ministry for others
4:7-9 Commendation of letter carriers
4:10-18 Greetings and blessing

Background

The city of Colossae was in the Roman province of Asia, now western Turkey. It was about 120
miles east of Ephesus and about eleven miles east of Laodicea on a road from Ephesus. The city of
Hierapolis was about six miles north of Laodicea. Of these three neighboring cities, the three cities
mentioned in this letter, Laodicea was the most important and Colossae the least, being, by far, the
least important city to which a New Testament letter was addressed. Orosius the historian (fl. 415)
reported that these three cities were overthrown by an earthquake during the reign of Nero (54 - 68).

Colossians appears to be connected to Philemon. Col 4:7-9 identifies Tychicus and Onesimus
as the carriers of the letter to the Colossians, and Philemon identifies Onesimus as the carrier of that
letter. Philemon mentions Paul plus ten others, eight of whom (all but Philemon and his wife
Apphia) are mentioned in Colossians. This has raised the question of whether both letters were
written by Paul about the same time and sent together, or whether the author of Colossians used the
names in Philemon to identify Colossians with Paul.

Colossians indicates that Paul is in prison (4:3,10,18; 1:24), but the question is the same as for
Philippians and Philemon: which imprisonment? Location favors an unrecorded imprisonment at
Ephesus, only 120 miles from Colossae. Timothy, a co-sender, was with Paul at Ephesus (Acts
19:22; 1 Cor 4:17; 16:10-11; 2 Cor 1:1), but he was probably also with Paul at Rome (Phlp 1:1;
Phlm 1:1). However, three others mentioned in 4:10,14—Luke, Demas, and Mark—are not
mentioned with Paul at Ephesus, but are associated with him at Rome (Acts 28:15-16; 2 Tim 4:10-
11;1Pet5:13). Because of this—and some parallels with Romans, and some theology of Colossians
on the church and the Anointed that seems more developed than Paul’s undisputed letters—many
favor Rome, if Paul is assumed to be the author.

Hymns and Theme

Colossians begins with a thanksgiving followed by a collection of three hymns that
commemorate Paul’s ministry to the church. The theme of the thanksgiving and these hymns—the
unity among God, his Anointed, and his church—is faithful to Paul’s theme in his undisputed letters,
his good news. There are only two references to “spirit” in Colossians (1:8 and 2:5). Both are
references to the spirit that believers share with each other and with God, but only one (1:8) is also
usually regarded to be a reference to God’s spirit. The term “holy” is used six times in Colossians,
always in reference to God’s “holy ones.”

The “Mystery”

One of the parallels to Romans is the discussion, in Col 1:26-27; 2:2-3; 4:3, of a “mystery” that
has been “hidden” until the time of the Anointed. It is summarized briefly as “Anointed among you,
the hope of glory.” It pertains to the Gentiles who have now been included in God’s blessings. A
similar mystery is explained in Eph 1:9-14; 2:11-3:13, and in 1 Tim 3:16. Paul’s undisputed letters
describe a mystery only in 1 Cor 2:1-16 and 15:51-57, and in Rom 11:1-36 and 16:25-26. In 1
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2 Introduction to Colossians

Corinthians the mystery is applicable to all in general, not to Gentiles in particular. His only real
explanation of a mystery that pertains to Gentiles, and that has been hidden from everyone until it
was revealed to Paul, is in Romans. But Paul’s explanation of what was hidden is difficult to
understand. The author of 2 Pet 3:1-16 agrees that Paul was sometimes hard to understand, but seems
to understand Paul’s explanation, in Rom 11:1-36, of God’s purpose in dividing the “Day of the
Lord” into two parts, with the resulting delay in his coming in final judgment as an added
opportunity for both Jews and Gentiles to be saved.

In Colossians and Ephesians that mystery has been simplified to be the Anointed himself, and
broadened to be the salvation of the Gentiles through the Anointed, a simpler concept that is more
readily understood. It does not even mention the aspect that Paul, in Romans, said was hidden until
God revealed it to him. But the idea that God would save the Gentiles, and that he would send an
Anointed one, can hardly be described as a mystery to the Jews, a mystery that was hidden up to the
time of Anointed, because it was part of God’s promise to Abraham (Gen 22:18), as Paul conveys
in Rom 1:5; 4:1-25; 9:22-30; 10:19-21; 16:26. So the carryover of the idea that this was a mystery
that had been “hidden” from everyone until the time of the Anointed and that it applies to the
Gentiles, appears to come from Paul’s more mysterious mystery in Romans, and not from anything
that is described in Colossians and Ephesians. That would place Colossians after Romans.

But what Colossians and Ephesians define as a mystery was a mystery to the Gentiles, and was
hidden from the Gentiles, who were the audience addressed in Colossians and Ephesians.
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Colossians 3

Text in italics is omitted in the Greek source

Address and blessing1

1 Paul, an apostle of Anointed Jesus by God’s will,
and brother Timothy,
2 To those in Colossae,
holy and faithful brothers in Anointed:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

Thanksgiving2

3 We give thanks to God, Father of our Lord Jesus Anointed,
always praying for you,
4 having heard of your faith in Anointed Jesus
and the love that you have for all the holy ones,
s because of the hope laid up for you in the heavens,

of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the good news ¢ that came to you,
just as also in all the world
it is bearing fruit and growing,
just as also among you,
from the day you heard and came to know God’s grace in truth,

7 as you learned from Epaphras,
our beloved fellow slave
who is faithful on your behalf,
the Anointed’s servant,
s who also made known to us your love in spirit.

' 1:1-2 ABCBA. The first of seven divisions of this letter. Like 2 Cor 1:1-2. Parallel with 4:10-18.

2 1:3-8 ABA. The second of seven divisions. Parallel with the commendation of letter carriers in 4:7-9. Here Paul
is hearing about them. In 4:7-9 they are being told about Paul. This thanksgiving, like the three hymns that follow it,
commemorates Paul’s ministry to the church, often indicating that he is absent. They may reflect Paul’s farewell hymn
in Phlp 1:27-2:18.
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4 Colossians

Paul’s ministry for you, the church®
9 Therefore also we, from the day we heard if, we do not cease

for you praying and asking
that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will
in all spiritual wisdom and understanding
10 to walk worthy of the Lord, to please 4im in all respects,
in every good work bearing fruit and growing in the knowledge of God,
11 in every power strengthened according to the might of his glory
for all perseverance and patience,

with joy 12 giving thanks to the Father,
who qualified you for a share of the inheritance of the holy ones in the light,
13 who delivered us from the domain of darkness

and brought us into the kingdom of his beloved son:

14 in whom we have release, the forgiveness of sins,4
1s who is an image of God the invisible,
firstborn of all creation,
16 for in him were created
all things,
in the heavens and on the earth,
the visible and the invisible,
whether thrones or dominions,
whether rulers or powers,
all things
through him and for him were created,
17 and he is before all and all things in him hold together,
13 and he is the head of the body, the church,
who is first, firstborn from the dead, that in everything he may be first.

19 For in him the Father willed all fullness to dwell,
20 and through him
to reconcile
all things to himself,
making peace
through the blood of his cross,
whether things on the earth or things in the heavens.

21 And you who were once alienated and enemies in mind through evil works,
22 he has now reconciled in the body of his flesh through death
to present you holy and faultless and blameless before himself,
23 if you continue in the faith, grounded and firm and not moved from the hope of the good
news that you heard,
that was preached to every creature under heaven,

of which I became, 1, Paul, a servant.

31:9-2:5 ABA. The third of seven divisions of this letter. Parallel with 3:18-4:6, your ministry for others. Three
hymns, all with Paul at both ends. The first and last center on Anointed, the center centers on the church repeatedly. 1:9-
23 has seven sections: Paul, church, Father, son, Father, church, Paul. The center, 1:24-29, has: Paul centering on the
church, the mystery centering on the church, Paul centering on the church. 2:1-5 has: Paul, Paul absent, church, God’s
mystery, Anointed, God’s mystery, church, Paul absent, Paul.
% 1:14 Forgiveness of sins is a rare expression for Paul. It also occurs in Rom 4:7, Col 2:13 and Eph 1:7.
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Colossians 5

2+ Now I rejoice in my sufferings for you® and I am completing what is lacking of the
afflictions of the Anointed
in my flesh for his body,
which is the church,
25 of which I became, I, a servant
according to the stewardship of God given to me for you, to complete the word of God,

26 the mystery6 that has been hidden from the ages and from the generations,
but now has been revealed to his holy ones
27 to whom God chose to make known
what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles,
which is Anointed among you, the hope of glory,

28 whom we proclaim,
admonishing everyone,
and teaching everyone in all wisdom,
so that we may present everyone completed in Anointed,
29 for which also I labor,
struggling according to his working,
which is working in me mightily.

2 For I want you to know how great a struggle I am having for you and those in Laodicea
and all who have not seen my face in flesh,
2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being brought together in love, and into all richness
of assurance of understanding
into knowledge of God’s mystery,
Anointed,
3 in whom are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden.
4 This I say so that no one may deceive you with fine-sounding arguments.
s For even though I am absent in the flesh,
yet in the spirit I am with you, rejoicing and seeing your orderliness and the firmness of your faith
in Anointed.

> 1:24 This verse and Eph 3:1,13 speak of Paul’s vicarious sufferings on behalf of the church. Compare how he
expressed it in Phlp 1:12-26; 2:17-18; and 3:7-14.
61:26-27 See Rom 16:25-26 and the discussion on the “mystery” in the introduction to Colossians.
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6 Colossians

Sharing in Anointed’s death and resurrection’

6 So, as you received the Anointed Jesus, the Lord,
in him
walk,
7 rooted and built up
in him
and established in the faith, as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
s See that no one captivates you through philosophy and empty deception
according to human tradition,
according to the elements of the world,
and not according to Anointed.

9 For in him dwells all the fullness of the deity bodily,
10 and you are brought to fullness in him,
who is the head of every ruler and authority.

11 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands,
in the stripping off of the body of flesh in the circumcision® of the Anointed,
12 having been buried with him in baptism,

in which also you were raised with him
through the faithfulness of the working of God
who raised him from the dead.

13 And you who were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
he’ made you alive together with him,
having forgiven us all our trespasses.

14 Having erased the handwriting against us
with its legal demands opposed to us,
he also set it aside, nailing it to the cross.

1s Having disarmed the rulers and the authorities,
he made them a public example,
triumphing over them in the cross.

16 So let no one judge you in food and in drink or in regard to a festival or new moon or Sabbath,
17 which are a shadow of what is to come—
the Anointed’s body.

18 Let no one disqualify you, insisting on humility and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, in vain
puffed up by the mind of his flesh,

19 and not holding fast to the head,
from whom the whole body, by the joints and ligaments being supplied and held together, grows
with the growth of God.

72:6-3:17 ABA. The central of seven divisions. Three imperatives, 2:6-19, 2:20-3:4, and 3:5-17, to share in
Anointed’s death and resurrection.
82:11 Circumcision. His death, see the next phrase.
?2:13 He. God.
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Colossians 7

20 If you died with Anointed to the elements of the world, why as though living in the world
do you submit to regulations—
21 “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch,”
22 which are all to perish with the using—
according to human commandments and doctrines?
23 These, though having a word of wisdom
in self-chosen worship and humility and unsparing treatment of tie body,
are of no value against indulgence of the flesh.

3 Ifthen you were raised with the Anointed,
seek the things above,
where the Anointed is,
seated at God’s right hand.
2 Think on the things above,
not the things on the earth.

3 For you have died,
and your life
is hidden
with the Anointed
in God.
4 When the Anointed
1s revealed,
your life,
then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
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8 Colossians

s Put to death, therefore, the members that are on the earth:
sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry.
6 Because of these, God’s vengeance is coming.
7 In these you also once walked,
when you lived in them.

s But now put away, even you, all these:
anger, fury, malice, slander, foul language from your mouth.
9 Do not lie to one another,

having put off the old self with its deeds,

10 and having put on the new self,
which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator,
11 where there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free,

but all and in all is Anointed.

12 Put on then,
as chosen ones of God, holy and beloved,
hearts of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience,
13 bearing with one another and forgiving each other if any against another has a complaint,
and as the Lord forgave you,
so also you.

14 Above all these, put on love, which is the bond of wholeness.

15 And let the Anointed’s peace rule in your hearts,
to which also you were called in one body,
and be thankful.

16 Let the Anointed’s word dwell in you richly,
in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another,
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with thankfulness singing in your hearts to God.

17 And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.
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Colossians 9

Your ministry for others'’

18 Wives, be subject to your husbands as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh toward them.

20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing to the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not aggravate your children, that they may not lose heart.

22 Slaves, obey in everything your lords according to flesh, not with eye service as currying
favor, but in sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.
23 Whatever you do, do from your soul, as for the Lord and not for your masters,
24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the due payment of your inheritance.
To the Lord Anointed be slaves.
25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done,
and there is no partiality.
4 Lords, treat your slaves justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Lord in heaven.

2 All of you, persevere in prayer,
keeping watch in it with thanksgiving,
3 praying at the same time also for us,
that God may open for us a door for the word,
to speak
the mystery of the Anointed for which I am in chains,
4 that I may make it known as it is necessary for me
to speak.
s Walk in wisdom toward those outside,
making the most of the time,
¢ your speech always with grace,
seasoned with salt,
so that you know how you ought to answer each one.

Commendation of letter carriers'’

7 Everything about me, he will tell you,
Tychicus,'? the beloved brother and faithful servant and fellow slave in the Lord,
s whom I have sent" to you for this very purpose,
that you may know about us,
and that he may encourage your hearts,
o together with Onesimus,'* the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you.
They will tell you about everything here.

103:18-4:6 ABBA. The fifth of seven divisions of this letter. Parallel with 1:9-2:5, Paul’s ministry for you, the
church. A structure of four pairs; the fourth, 4:2-6, is ministry by insiders for outsiders. This household code is similar
to Eph 5:21-6:9, but less developed. Other household codes are in Titus 2:1-10; 1 Tim 2:8-15; 6:1-2; 1 Pet 2:18-3:12.

'1'4:7-9 ABCDCBA. The sixth of seven divisions of this letter. Parallel with the thanksgiving in 1:3-8. Here they
are being told about Paul. In the thanksgiving, Paul is hearing about them.

124:7 Tychicus. Also the letter carrier for Ephesians. Also mentioned in Acts 20:4; Titus 3:12; and 2 Tim 4:12. Note
the similarity of Col 4:7-8 and Eph 6:21-22.

13 4:8 The past tense reflects the readers’ viewpoint when they receive this letter by the hand of Tychicus

14 4:9 Onesimus. See Phlm 1:10
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10 Colossians

Greetings and blessing'’

10 Greeting you is Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner,
and Mark, the cousin of Barnabas
(concerning whom
you have received
instructions;
if he comes to you,
welcome him),
11 and Jesus, who 1is called Justus.
These are of the circumcision, my only fellow workers for God’s kingdom; they have been a comfort
to me.

12 Greeting you is Epaphras, who is one of you, Anointed’s slave,
always struggling for you in his prayers, that you may be established, complete and
fulfilled, in every purpose of God.
13 For I testify for him
that he works hard for you and those in Laodicea and those in Hierapolis.
14 Greeting you is Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas.

15 Greet the brothers in Laodicea, and Nympha and the church in her house.
16 And when this letter has been read before you,
see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans,
and that you also read the /etfer from Laodicea.
17 And tell Archippus,'® “Look to the ministry that you received in the Lord, that you carry
it out.”

18 The greeting by my own hand, Paul.!”

Remember my chains.
Grace be with you.

'3 4:10-18 ABBA. The last of seven divisions. Parallel with the address and blessing in 1:1-2. The first and last
sections mention Paul as a prisoner and are about Jews, the inner two are about Gentiles.
' 4:17 The only other reference to Archippus is in Phlm. The same for Epaphras and Onesimus.
17 4:18a Exactly the same as 1 Cor 16:21 and 2 Th 3:17a.
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Colossians 1

The Greek text is from Novum Testamentum Graece, Nestle-Aland, 27™ Edition, © 1993 Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft,
Stuttgart. Used by permission.

[TadAog amootoroc Xprotod ‘Incod dua BeAnpatog Oeod
kol TLuo0eog 0 adeApoOC
2 toic év Kotoooolc
ayLoLg kol mLotolg adeAdols év XpLotd,
XOPLS VULV kol elpnrn amo 6eod Tatpog MUGV.

 Edyaprotoduer t¢) Be¢) matpl tod kuplov fudy Inood Xpiotod
TOVTOTE TEPL DUV TPOOEUYOUEVOL,
* drotoavtec ™Y TlotLy DudY év XpLot® Incod
Kol TNV Gyamny Ny €xete €l TarTag Toug 6y Loug
S 8L THY EATLO TV dmokelpévny iy év tolc obpavoic,
v mponkoloate év 1Q Adyw thc dAnBelag Tod edayyeriov ® tod mapdrtog elg Duag,
keBWG Kol €V TavTl TG KOOUW
€0TLY KapTOPOPOUUEVOY Kol DEXVOUEVOV
kabwe kol €v DULY,
ad’ Ne MUépaC NKOLOKTE Kol EMEYVWTE TNV XopLY ToD Beod év aAndely:
T kB¢ épabete amd Emadpd
70D &yanTod oLPSoVAOL TGV,
0¢ €0TLV TLOTOC LTEP DUGV
dLakovoc tod XpLotob,
86 kol dnAdong HUIv THy DUOV dydmmy év mredpatt.
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2 Colossians

7 Aux todto kol Muelc, dd’ Hig Huépag Hiodoauer, ob Toavduedo

UTEP VUV TPOOELYOUEVOL Kol alTovpevot,
v TAnpwdfite Ty émlyvwoLy tod BeAnuatoc adTod
€V ot 0O0PLE KoL OUVECEL TVEUMKTLKR,
0 mepimatioot dElwe tod kuplov eic mRooy dpeokeiav,
€V mavtl €pyw ayedd kapmodopodvteg kol adEavouevol Tf EmLyvwoel tod 0eod,
&y mdon Suvdper duvapolperol katd TO kpdtog the 668ng adtod
€lg TAooY LTOUOVTV Kol WeckpOoBuploy.

Metd yapic * edyoprotodvteg T@ matpl
TG LKaVOoaVTL DUEG €Lg TNV weplde 10D KANPOL TAV aylwy év 1§ dwtl:
3 0¢ épploato Muac éx thg €fovolag tod okdtoug

Kol Wetéotnoer ei¢ v Paotieloar tod viod thg ayomme adtoD,

& @ Eoper MY amodltpwoly, THY ddeoLy TOV dUapTLOY:
1> 8¢ oty eikov tod Beod oD dopdtov,
TPWTOTOKOG THONG KTLOEWC,
16811 &v adt) éxtiodn
T TOVTO
€V TOLg oLpaVolg Kol €Tl Thg YA,
T0 OPOTO Kol TG GOpoTe,
€lte BpovoL €lte KLPLOTNTEC
€lte apyol elte Eovalol:
0 VTN
SL” adTod kol €lc odTOV éKTLOTOL"
7 kel adtde €0TLY TPO MAVTWV Kol T TAVTe EV adT() OUVETTNKED,
¥ kol oadtde €0TLV 1) kedodn) ToD OWUTOC THC EkkANGLog:

0¢ €0TLY 4p)T), TPWTOTOKOG €K TV Vekp®V, Tvo yévntal év maoLy adtog
TPWTEVWY,

P 8rL év adt® eddOknoer TaY TO TANPWHN KATOLKHOL
0 kal 61 adTod
A TOKOTOUAAGENL
T TavTee €ic 0TV,
elpnromoLnoag
due Tod alpetog Tod otavpod adtod, [6L” adtod]
€lte to €Tl Thg YA €lte ta €v Tolg olpavol.
2L Kol Ouéic mote dvtac dmAroTpLwpévoug kol éxBpolg tf Siavole év tolc €pyolg
TOLC TOVNPOLG,
22 pui 8¢ dmokatHAaEEY €V TG oWuatL THC oapkdg adtod SLi Tod BavdTou
ToPaOoTHONL VUG YLoUg Kal GUWUOUEC KoL GYEYKANTOUG KOTEVWDTLOY adTOoD,
2 €l ye empuévete Th mlotel TeBepedlwpévol kol €6palol Kol UM WeTak LVOVPEVOL
amo thg éamidoc Tod edayyedlov ob Mkolowrte,
10D KNpLYBEVTOC €V TOON KTLOEL TH UTO TOV 0bparov,

o)

00 éyevouny éyw Iladlog Sidkovoc.
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Colossians 3

2 NOv yolpw év toic madfuaoly bmep DUV kol GUTovaminp®d o DoTepHUaTte TV
OALewr T0D XpLotod
€v Tf oapkl pou DTEP ToD OWUATOG KdTOD,
0 €0TLV 1) €KKANO L,
2 g eyevduny Eyo SLakovog
Koo TNV olkovoplar tod 0eod v §00eloar pot €l LUAC TANP@onL TOV AdYov ToD
Beo,

26 10 wuoTHPLOY TO ATOKEKPUUUEVOY GTO TAV iy Kol 4T TV yevedy-
ViV 6¢ édavepwidn tolg aylolg adtoDd,
27 ol HPéANoer O Bedc yrwpioal
Tl T0 TAoDTog Thg 60ENC TOD puoTnPLov ToUToL €V Tolg éBveoLy,
0 €oty XpLoTog €V ULy, 1) EATLC Thg 80Eng:
2 Bv fuele katoyyéAloper
vouvBetoldrteg Tavte &vlpwmov
Kol SLddokovteg mavte dvlpwtov év Taon codly,
v TopaoTNowpey Towvte &vlpwmor Tédelov év XpLote:
2 elc O kal Kom®
GYwVLLOULEVOg Koth TNV EvépyeLar adtod
TNV EVEPYOUUEVTY €V €Ol €V SuVLEL.

2 OéAw yop LUAC €Ldéval MALkov dydve €xw LTEP UGV Kal TOV €V AaodLkely
Kol 00oL oDY €0pakay TO TPOOWTOV HOU €V OopKL,
2 v moepoakAnddoLy al kapdlal adtdV oupPLPacBévtec év dydm kol elc mav
mAodtTog ThC TANpodoplag ThHC oLVEsEW,
elg émlyvwoLy tod puotnplov tod OeoDd,
XpLoto,
3 & ¢ elow mavtec ol Bnoaupol thc codlag kol yrWoewe dmdkpudo.
* Tobro Aéyw, Tva undelc Duag mupadoyinrat év mBoavoroyic.
> el yop kol TH oopkl EmeLut,
GAAL TG TVEOUaTL oY VULV €lpL, Xelpwy kol BAETWY DU@Y TNV TEELY Kol TO OTEPEWUR TG
el¢ XpLotov TloTewe LUGY.
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4 Colossians

% Q¢ obv moperaPete tov XpLotov Incodr tov kipLov,
v a0t
MEPLTMUTELTE,
7 EppLlwérol Kol €ToLkodopolperoL
v a0t
kol BePoLovpevol Th Tlotel kabwg EBLBONTE, TepLOTEVOVTEG €V €DXUPLOTLY.
8 BAémete Py TLC LPAC €otal O oLAaywYAV Lt The dLiocodiac kel keviic dmdTng
KOTO THY TapadooLy TV Gropwtwy,
KOO TO oToLyeler ToD KOOoRov
Kol o0 Kot XPLoTov:

P BtL &V T katolkel TAY TO TANpwie TAC BEOTNTOC CWHATLKAC,
kol éote év adt® memAnpwuévot,
0¢ €oTLY 1) kedaAn TooNg apyfc kel €Eovalac.

"By ¢ kol mepretundnte mepLtouf) dyeLpomoLTe
€v Th amekdioeL ToD owpatog THC 0upKOg, €v T TepLtopf Tod XpLotoD,
2 suvtadévtec adt® €V 10 PamTLoug,

€V @ KoL ouvnyéponte
dLe Thg Tlotewg ThC évepyelag Tod Oeod
10D €yelpavtog adTOV €k VekpOdY:

B kol Dudg vekpolg Svtog [év] tolg Tapantwuacty kol Tf dkpoPuotie thg

O0PKOC VAV,
ouve( WOTOLNOEY VUG oLV alT®,
YOPLOGUEVOC TULY TAVTO TO TUPOTTWRTO.

" EorelPog TO ko HUAV xeLpdYpodov
TOl¢ SOYHXOLY O NV LTevavTior NUiy,
Kol aTO HPKeY €k ToD WPEoOL TPOONAWONG DTO TG OTHLPR*

15 » 4 \ ’ \ \ \ ) ’
O TEKOUOOLEVOC TOC OPYOC Kol TG €€0uoLog
EdeLypaTLoeY €V Tappnoly,

OpLapBedong adtovg €V alTd.

16 \ N ¢~ / ) / o ’ N ) ’ ¢ ~ N ’
M oUV TLG LUAGC KPLVETW €V PpwoeL Kal €V TOOEL 1) €V UePEL €0PThC M Veounviog
N oappotwr:
17 ¢ > \ ~ /
0L €E0TLV OKLO TOV PEALOVTWV,
70 8¢ o@px Tod Xprotod.

B undele Duac kataPpaPevét Bédwy év tameLvoppoodvn kol Bpmokelye TV dyyérwy, &
€opokey €upatedwr, €ikf puvoLodperog LTO ToD VoOG ThG oapPKOg KUTOD,

¥ kol o0 kpat@V Y KepaAry,
€€ o0 AV TO OUe Sl TOV MPAY KKl CLUVSECUWY ETLYXOPTYOUREVOY Kol ouuBLBalopevoy
abEeL T adinoLy tod Beod.
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Colossians 5

20 s ) 4 A ~ 92\ ~ ’ ~ ’ ’ ¢ ~ )
El ameBavete ovv XpLot@ amo TV otoLyelwy ToD KOOWOL, TL w¢ (DVTEG €V
KOOWG 80YMaTL €abe;
21 v \ A \ ’
pzq (31]{13 UNO€ yevoy) ’pnée GL\ynq, ’ ,
o €aTLY mavtoe €l pBopav Tf) amoypnoet,
KOTO TO EVTOAMOTO Kol SLOOKAALNG TOV GrOpWTWwY,
2 Gtvd €otLy Adyov pev éxovta coplog
b bl ’ \ ’/ \ b ’ ’
€V €BeroBpnokLle kol tameLvoppoouvn [kal] adeldly owpetog,
00K €V TLUf TLVL TPpO¢ TANOHOVTY ThG oapKOC.

3 EiL odv ouvnyépbnte t¢) XpLotd,
T0 Bvw (NTElTe,
o0 0 XpLotdg éoTLy
év 6efLi toD Beod kabnuevoc:
2 10 dvw dpovelte,
un o ém g yhc.
3 Gmebavete yop
kel 1 (T DUV
KEKPUTTOLL
ouv 1@ XpLot®
v 1Q 0ed.
* Stav 6 XpLotoe
davepwbi,
N (wn VUGV,
T0TE Kol DUelg obv adT@ povepwdnoeode év SOLN.
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6 Colossians

5 ’ o \ ’ LR ~ ~
Nekpwoote ovv T LeAN T €Tl THG YTS,
Topvelay akabupoloy Tabog émBuulov kakny, kel thy TAcoveElor, NTLC €0TLY
eldwioratplo,
6 s &\ ¢ ) \ ~ ~ > A\ \ (S ~ ’ ’
oL’ o epyetoct M opyr tob Beod [emL Toug uLoug THG ameLBeLlog].
7 & olc kol el mepLemotionTé TOTE,
Ote €(fite év tolToLE”

8 \ A\ 7 SRS ~ \ ’
VUYL O0€ amoBeaBe kol LWELG T TOVTO,

opynv, Bupdy, kaklov, Praodnuier, aloyporoyloav €k ToD 0TOMKTOC VPGV
? un Pedeabe eic arrnroug,

3 ’ \ \ b \ ~ ’ ) ~
OLWEKéUOOL}.LEVOL TOV TOAXLOV OCVep())TTOV oLV TULG TTpOLE_,EOLV oLTOL

10 0 ’ \ /
KoL €VOUOHLEVOL TOV VEOV
TOV GUOKOLVOUMEVOV €L¢ EMLYVWOLY Kot €lkove tod kTloavtog adTov,
11 ¢ 5 ” 1% \ ~ \ \ ’ ’
omou ouk eviL “EAAny kol ‘Touvdatiog, mepitour kol axpopuotic, PopPepog,
Yku0ng, 6odAog, ErcBepoc,
> \ \ 4 \ ) ~ 4
oAl [te] TavTo Kol €v TEoLy XpPLoTog.

2 "Epdioncde odv,
W¢ ékAekTol T0D BeoD (yLoL Kol Nyommuévol,
OTAGYXVO OLKTLPUOD XpnototnTe TameLvoppooivny Tpalitnte hakpoduuiey,
B queyduevor dAAiAwY kol yxopllduevoL €outolg €dv TLC TPOC Tiva €xm
popry:
kaBwe kol 0 KOPLOG EXaPLONTO DUV,
oUTWG Kol DUETE:
4 ¢ml maowy &€ toltolg Ty dyammy, 6 éotiy olvdeopoc ThHe TeAeLdtnroc.
B kol 1) elprivn tod XpLotod Ppafevétw v toic kapdlotg DU,
elg MY Kol ékANdnTe €V eVl oWpaTL:
Kol €OxapLoToL Yiveoe.
150 Adyoc ToD Xprotod évolkeltw év Dulv mAovoiwg,
¢v maom codple SLdaokovteg kol vouvdetobuteg €avtolc,
YoApole DuvoLg Wdele mrevpatikalc év [Th] xapLtL &dovteg €v Talc Kapdiale VLAV T¢)
Beq-
kel mav O tL & Tolfite év A0Yw T év €pyw, Tavte év Ovouatl kuplov ‘Inood,
eOyopLoTodrTEG T Oed Totpl SL° adToD.

17
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Colossians 7

B AL yuvaikeg, OmotdooeoBe tolc GrdpdoLy W¢ Griiker év kupley.
0L &wdpec, dyamate The yovalkog kol Uh) TLkpaivesBe mpog adTAC.

20 T tékve, Doucolete tolg yovedoLy kot mavte, ToDTo Yop €Vdpeotdy €0ty év
KUP L.
21 ¢ /, ) ’ \ / 3 ~ 4 D ~

OL matepeg, un epebilete ta TEKV LUQV, Lva Un cBLUQOOLY.

2201 dodAotL, Umakolete katé TaVTE TOLG KoTh odpKe Kuplolg, uh év ddBmALodouA iy
W¢ AVOPWTAPETKOL, GAL €V amAOTNTL Kopdiag pofoluerol TOV KOpLOV.
B &w mofite, €k Yuyfic épydlecfe ¢ Q) Kuplw kal oVk &rBpudToLc,
2 e18btec BTl G4mO KLpLoL dTOAUYEdBe THY dvtamddooLy Thc KAnpovouloc.
TG kuplw XpLot® dovievete:
26 yap adLkQV kouloetal O Noiknoev,
Kol ODK €0TLY TPOOWTOANULA.
4 Ol kipLot, TO Slkolov kol THY Lo0TnTee TOLC GoVAOLE Tapéyeabe, €180TeC OTL Kol
UUelg éxete KOpLOV €V oVpavE.

2 TH mpooevyf) mpookoptepelte,
vpnyopodvteg év abTh év edyapLotiy,
3 mpooevydperoL o Kol Tepl MOV,
v 0 Be0g GroLén NMuiy Blpav Tod Adyou
AoAT|o0L
\ ’ ~ ~ PR \ ’
TO puotnpLov tob XpLotod, 6L’ 0 Kol dedepalL,
* o pavepdow adtd B¢ Sel e
AAT\O0L.
5 ’ ~ \ N
Ev codly mepLmatelte mpog TOLG €€w
TOV KoLpov €Enyopal OevoL.
6 6 Adyoc U@V mavToTE €V XAPLTL,
QAXTL NPTUHEVOC,
eldéval TG 6€l VUAC €V €KaOoTw GTokplreabol.

T Ta kat’ éue TavTe yroploel Duiv
TOyLkog O dyamnTog GdeAPOC Kol TLOTOG SLAKOVOG Kal OUVEOLAOG €V KupLw,
8 Bv émeuor Tpog pac eic adto todro,
v yrdte Toe Tepl MUV
Kol TopaKeA€on ToG Kapdlag VPGV,
9 A 5 ’ ~ -~ v ~ ~ Y ) ¢ A
oY ‘Ovnolpw TG TLOTE KoL ayomnTe aOeAP®, 0G €0TLY €§ LUV
TovToe DRIV YrwploovoLy to Woe.
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8 Colossians

10 Aomadetar Opdc "Aplotapyoc 6 CLUVALYUIAWTOC oL

kol Mapkog O avelog Bapvopa
(Tepl oD

EMPete

EVTOALC,

€ov €A TPOG LUAC,
d€EaoBe ahToV)
kol ‘Inoodc 6 Aeyouevog ‘Todotoc,
oL Ovtec €k mepLToufic, oUTOL WOvoL ouvepyol €ic TNV Paoiicloar Tod Beod, OLTLVEC
EyernONoLY HoL ToPNYOP LK.

11

12 qomaletar vpac Emadpac 6 €€ budv, dodroc Xprotod [Incod],
TOVTOTE GYWVLLOUEVog UTEP DUAY €V Tolg TPooeuyale, Lva otadfite TéAeLol Kol
TETANPOPOPNUEVOL €V TavTl OeAnuatl toDd OeoD.
HOPTUPR Yop DTG
N4 b4 \ 4 e \ € ~ \ ~ ) ’ \ ~ bl 3 4
OTL €X€L TOALY TOVOV LTEP UMOV Kol TOV €V Acodikelq kol TV €v ‘lepamodel.
" qomaletor Duac Aovkac O Lotpdc O GyaTTOC Kol Anuac.

5 >Aomdonofe Todg év Awodikele adeidolc kel NOudar kol v kat’ olkov adtfic
EKKANOLoy.
16 \ v ’ ~ s LA [ ’
Kl OTow avayvwodf map’ LWLy 1) €mLoToln,
Townonte Tva kol €V T AnodLkéwV EKKANOLY Groyvwodi,
Kol TNV ék Acodikelog Tvo kol DUELS GrayvdrTe.
7 kol elnote "Apyimmw: BAéme v Swucoviow Hv mapérofec év kuplw, Tva adthy
TANPOLG.

0 domaopdg th eufy yerpl HadAov.
LUMUOVEVETE OV TV SEOU@V.
T XepLS Ked’ LpQV.
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