
Introduction to Titus 1

Structure

The overall structure is ABCBA:

1:1-4 Address and blessing

1:5-16 Code for elders/overseers

2:1-10 Household code

2:11-3:11 Pastoral care of church members

3:12-15 Instructions, greetings, and blessing

Background

This letter from Paul is addressed to Titus, who was on the Greek island of Crete. Paul had

recently left Crete and planned to go soon for the winter to the ancient city of Nicopolis on the west

coast of Greece, about 325 miles northwest from western Crete. Corinth, which is on a direct route

from Crete to Nicopolis, would be a likely location from which Paul may have written this letter. If

this was written by Paul, it deals with an incident in Paul’s travels that is not recorded in Acts. The

only time that Acts reports that Paul was in Crete was when he was being taken, as a prisoner, to

Rome from Caesarea. But there are many incidents in Paul’s travels that are not recorded in Acts.

For example, in 2 Cor 11:25 Paul reports that he was shipwrecked three times. Acts reports only one

of them. And Acts never mentions Titus, who is mentioned in Gal 2:1-3; 2 Cor 2:13; 7:6-15; 8:6,16-

23; 12:18; 2 Tim 4:10; and Titus 1:4.

Titus and 1 and 2 Timothy are known as the “pastoral” letters because they deal with the

pastoral care of churches, church structure, and conduct in the church, rather than with the

missionary and doctrinal themes in the other Pauline letters. Their themes seem more suited to the

last quarter of the first century, or the second century, when the church had grown and become more

established, and the return of the Lord Jesus seemed less immediate. Accordingly, many scholars

believe they were written by the Pauline community after Paul’s death.

Since the church structure in Titus seems less developed than in 1 Timothy, Titus is a likely

candidate to be the earliest of the three pastorals. (The canonical sequence is based on length, not

date.) And since 2 Timothy speaks of Paul’s approaching death, it is a likely candidate to be last. But

since authorship is uncertain, so are the dates and places of composition.

Another indication that the pastorals may not have been written during Paul’s lifetime, but much

later, is that they were not included in the earliest surviving copy of Paul’s letters, P46, which was

written about AD 200.1 In addition, 1 and 2 Timothy are the only New Testament books not to have

any papyrus manuscripts surviving, and to have only one witness earlier than the fifth century, the

Sinaiticus of the fourth century. That is another reason why 1 and 2 Timothy are last in this sequence.

1 P46 includes Romans through 1 Thessalonians, plus Hebrews, which was placed after Romans. P46 was a single-

quire codex which was formed by laying fifty two sheets of papyrus on one another, each with the recto side uppermost,

and then folding the whole mass in the middle, giving 104 leaves after binding, of which the first seven and last seven

did not survive. The pages were numbered. The first seven leaves contained Romans 1:1-5:16. The last surviving leaf

ends with the last verse of 1 Thessalonians. Since all of the pastorals could not have been included in the missing pages

at the end of P46, and since if more than Titus was included then 2 Thessalonians and Philemon could not both have been

included, and since a handwritten codex often had some blank pages at the end, it is assumed that none of the pastorals

were included in P46.
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2 Titus

Text in italics is omitted in the Greek source

Address and blessing
2

1  Paul, slave of God, apostle of Jesus Anointed
for the faith of God’s chosen ones and the knowledge of truth in accord with godliness,

2 in hope of life eternal,

that God, who does not lie, promised 

before time eternal,

3 and has revealed at his own time his word in the proclamation 

that I was entrusted with by command of our savior, God;

4 To Titus,3 true child in a common faith: 

Grace and peace from God our Father and Anointed Jesus our savior.

Code for elders/overseers
4

5 For this reason I left you in Crete, 
so that what was unfinished you may set right, 
and appoint elders for each city, 

as I directed you, 
6 whoever is blameless, 

husband of one wife, 

having believing children not accused of dissipation or disobedient.

7 For the overseer must be blameless as God’s steward,

not arrogant, not prone to anger, not drunken, not violent, not greedy,

8 but hospitable, loving goodness, sensible, upright, devout, self-controlled,

9 holding fast the faithful word in accord with the teaching, 

so that he may be able both to encourage with sound teaching and refute those who oppose.

10 For there are many insubordinate, empty talkers, and deceivers, 

especially those of the circumcision, 

11 whom it is necessary to silence, who overturn whole houses, teaching what they

should not, for the sake of dishonest gain.

12 One of them, a prophet of their own, said, 

“Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”

13 That testimony is true.

For this reason rebuke them sharply, so that they may be sound in the faith, 

14 not paying attention to Jewish myths 

and commandments of those who turn away from the truth.

15 All things are pure to the pure, but to the defiled and unfaithful nothing is pure, 

but defiled are both their mind and conscience. 

16 God they profess to know, 

but by their works they deny him, 

being detestable and disobedient and unfit for every good work.

2 1:1-4 ABA. The symmetry of Jesus Anointed and Anointed Jesus is opposite to Paul’s undisputed letters.
3 1:4 Titus is also mentioned in Gal 2:1-3; 2 Cor 2:13; 7:6-15; 8:6,16-23; 12:17-18; and 2 Tim 4:10.
4 1:5-16 ABA. The second of five divisions of this letter. Parallel with 2:11-3:11.
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Titus 3

Household code
5

2  But you, tell what is fitting with sound teaching:
2 older men to be sober, honorable, sensible, sound in faith, in love, in patience;

3 older women likewise, reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not addicted to much wine,

teaching what is good;

4 so they may train the young women

to love their husbands,

to love their children,

5 to be sensible, chaste, homemakers, good,

submissive to their husbands,

so that God’s word may not be discredited.

6 The younger men likewise urge to be sensible,

7 in all respects showing yourself an example of good works:

in teaching showing honesty, seriousness, 8 wholesome speech beyond reproach,

so that the opponent may be ashamed, having nothing bad to say about us.

9 Tell slaves to be submissive to their masters in all respects,

to be pleasing, 

not obstinate, 

10 not pilfering,

but showing complete good faithfulness,

so that they may adorn the teaching of God our savior in all respects.

5 2:1-10 ABBA. The central of five divisions of this letter. The other household codes in the NT are Col 3:18-4:1;

Eph 5:21-6:9; 1 Tim 2:8-15; 6:1-2; and 1 Pet 2:18-3:12.
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4 Titus

Pastoral care of church members
6

11 For God’s grace has appeared, saving all,

12 teaching us, that denying ungodliness and worldly desires,

sensibly and uprightly and godly 

we should live in the present age,

13 looking for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of the great God and of our savior Jesus

Anointed,

14 who gave himself for us 

that he may deliver us from all lawlessness 

and cleanse for himself a people of his own, zealous for good works.

15 These things speak and encourage and rebuke with all authority; let no one disregard you.

3  Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities,

to be obedient,

to be ready for every good work,

2 to speak evil of no one,

to be peaceable,

gentle,

showing all humility toward all.

3 For we ourselves were once foolish,

disobedient,

led astray,

slaves to various desires and pleasures,

living in malice and envy,

loathsome,

hating one another.

4 But when the goodness and loving kindness appeared of God our savior,

5 not by works in uprightness which we did,

but because of his mercy he saved us

through washing of rebirth and renewal of holy spirit,

6 which he poured on us richly through Jesus Anointed our savior,

7 so that, made upright by his grace,

we may be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

 8 Faithful is the saying, and these things I want you to affirm strongly,

that those be careful to devote themselves to good works 

who believe in God; 

these are good and beneficial to everyone.

9 Foolish controversies and genealogies and rivalries and quarrels about the law 

avoid, 

for they are useless and futile. 

10 A divisive person, 

after a first and second warning, 

dismiss, 

11 knowing that such a one is perverted and sins, being self-condemned.

6 2:11-3:11 ABCDEDCBA. The fourth of five divisions of this letter. The A’s say to deny, avoid, and dismiss
ungodliness. The B’s aim for good works. The C’s tell Titus to speak firmly. The middle three contain: seven good
actions, seven bad actions, and seven of God’s actions to save us.
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Titus 5

Instructions, greetings, and blessing
7

12 When I send Artemas to you or Tychicus,8 do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, 

for there I have decided to spend the winter.

13 Zenas the lawyer and Apollos,9 as best you can, send on their way so that they lack nothing.

14 And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works 

for pressing needs, 

so that they may not be unfruitful.

15 Greeting you are all those with me.

Greet those who love us in the faith.

Grace be with you all.

7 3:12-15 ABA. The last of five divisions of this letter. Parallel with 1:1-4.
8 3:12 Tychicus is also mentioned in Acts 20:4; Col 4:7-9; Eph 6:21-22; and 2 Tim 4:12.
9 3:13 Apollos is also mentioned in Acts 18:24-19:1 and 1 Cor 1:12; 3:4-6,22; 4:6; 16:12.
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Titus 1

The Greek text is from �ovum Testamentum Graece, Nestle-Aland, 27th Edition, © 1993 Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft,

Stuttgart. Used by permission.

Pau /loj  d ou /loj  qe ou /( avpo,s t oloj  de . V Ih s ou / C r i s t ou / 
k at a. pi ,s t i n e vk le k t w/n qe ou / k ai . e vpi ,g nws i n avlh qe i ,aj  t h /j  k at V  e u vse ,be i an 

2 e vpV  e vlpi ,d i  z wh /j  ai vwni ,ou ( 
h ]n e vph g g e i ,lat o ò avy e u dh .j  qe o.j  

pr o. cr o,nwn ai vwni ,wn( 
3 e vf ane ,r wse n de . k ai r oi /j  i vd i ,oi j  t o.n lo,g on au vt ou / e vn k h r u ,g mat i ( 

o] e vpi s t e u ,qh n e vg w. k at V  e vpi t ag h .n t ou / s wt h /r oj  h `mw/n qe ou /( 
4 Ti ,t w| g nh s i ,w| t e ,k nw| k at a. k oi nh .n pi ,s t i n( 

ca,r i j  k ai . e i vrh ,nh  avpo. qe ou / pat r o.j  k ai . C r i s t ou / V Ih s ou / t ou / s wt h /r oj  h `mw/nÅ

5 Tou ,t ou  ca,r i n avpe ,li po,n se  e vn Krh ,t h |( 
i [na t a. le i ,pont a e vpi d i or q w,sh | 
k ai . k at as t h ,sh |j  k at a. po,li n pre s bu t e ,r ou j ( 

ẁj  e vg w, s oi  d i e t ax a,mh n( 
6 e i ; t i ,j  e vs t i n avne ,g k lh t oj ( 

mi a/j  g u nai k o.j  avnh ,r ( 
t e ,k na e ;cwn pi s t a,( mh . e vn k at h g or i ,a| avs wt i ,aj  h ' avnu po,t ak t aÅ 

7 de i / g a.r  t o.n e vpi ,s k opon avne ,g k lh t on e i =nai  ẁj  qe ou / oi vk ono,mon( 
mh . au vqa,dh ( mh . ovr g i ,lon( mh . pa,r oi non( mh . plh ,k t h n( mh . ai vs cr ok e r dh /( 

8 avlla. f i lo,x e non f i la,g aq on s w,f r ona d i ,k ai on o[s i on e vg k rat h /( 
9 avnt e co,me non t ou / k at a. t h .n d i dach .n pi s t ou / lo,g ou ( 

i [ na d u nat o.j  h =| k ai . parak ale i /n e vn t h /| d i das k ali ,a| t h /| u `g i ai nou ,sh | k ai . t ou .j  avnt i le ,g o n t a j
e vle ,g ce i nÅ 

10 E i vs i .n g a.r  polloi . Î k ai .Ð avnu po,t ak t oi ( mat ai olo,g oi  k ai . f re napa,t ai ( 
ma,li s t a oi ` e vk  t h /j  pe r i t omh /j ( 

11 ou ]j  de i / e vpi s t omi ,ze i n( oi [t i ne j  o[lou j  oi ;k ou j  avnat re ,pou s i n d i da,s k ont e j  a] mh .
de i / ai vs cr ou / k e ,r d ou j  ca,r i nÅ 

12 e i =pe ,n t i j  e vx  au vt w/n i ;d i oj  au vt w/n pr of h ,t h j \ 
Krh /t e j  ave i . y e u /s t ai ( k ak a. qh r i ,a( g as t e ,re j  avr g ai ,Å 

13 h ` mar t u r i ,a au [t h  e vs t i .n avlh qh ,j Å 
d i V  h ]n ai vt i ,an e ;le g ce  au vt ou .j  avpot o,mwj ( i [na u `g i ai ,nws i n e vn t h /| pi ,s t e i ( 

14 mh . pr ose ,cont e j  V I ou dai ?k oi /j  mu ,q oi j  
k ai . e vnt olai /j  avnq r w,pwn avpos t re f ome ,nwn t h .n avlh ,qe i anÅ 

15 pa,nt a k aqara. t oi /j  k aqar oi /j \ t oi /j  de . me mi amme ,noi j  k ai . avpi ,s t oi j  ou vde .n k aqar o,n( 
avlla. me mi ,ant ai  au vt w/n k ai . ò nou /j  k ai . h ` s u ne i ,dh s i j Å 

16 qe o.n òmolog ou /s i n e i vde ,nai ( 
t oi /j  de . e ;r g oi j  avr nou /nt ai ( 

bde lu k t oi . o;nt e j  k ai . avpe i qe i /j  k ai . pr o.j  pa/n e ;r g on avg aq o.n avd o,k i moi Å
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2 Titus

2 Su . de . la,le i  a] pre ,pe i  t h /| u `g i ai nou ,sh | d i das k ali ,a|Å 
2 P r e s bu ,t aj  nh f ali ,ou j  e i =nai ( se mnou ,j ( s w,f r onaj ( u `g i ai ,nont aj  t h /| pi ,s t e i ( t h /| avg a,ph |(
t h /| u `pomonh /|\ 
3 P re s bu ,t i daj  ẁsau ,t wj  e vn k at as t h , m a t i  i è r opre pe i /j ( mh . d i abo,lou j  mh . oi ;nw| pollw/|
de d ou lwme ,naj ( 

k alod i das k a,lou j ( 

4 i [na s wf r oni ,z ws i n t a.j  ne ,aj  
f i la,nd r ou j  e i =nai ( 

f i lot e ,k nou j  
5 s w,f r onaj  àg na.j  oi vk ou r g ou .j  avg aqa,j ( 

u `pot as s ome ,naj  t oi /j  i vd i ,oi j  avnd ra,s i n( 
i [na mh . ò lo,g oj  t ou / qe ou / blasf h mh /t ai Å 

6 Tou .j  ne wt e ,r ou j  ẁsau ,t wj  parak a,le i  s wf r one i /n 
7 pe r i . pa,nt a( se au t o.n pare co,me noj  t u ,pon k alw/n e ;r g wn( 

e vn t h /| d i das k ali ,a| avf q or i ,an( se mno,t h t a( 8 lo,g on u `g i h / avk at a,g nws t on( 
i [na ò e vx  e vnant i ,aj  e vnt raph /| mh de .n e ;cwn le ,g e i n pe r i . h `mw/n f au /lonÅ 

9 D ou ,lou j  i vd i ,oi j  de s po,t ai j  u `pot a,s se s qai  e vn pa/s i n( 
e u vare ,s t ou j  e i =nai ( 

mh . avnt i le ,g ont aj ( 
10 mh . nosf i z ome ,nou j ( 

avlla. pa/san pi ,s t i n e vnde i k nu me ,nou j  avg aqh ,n( 
i [na t h .n d i das k ali ,an t h .n t ou / s wt h /r oj  h `mw/n qe ou / k os mw/s i n e vn pa/s i nÅ
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Titus 3

11 VE pe f a,nh  g a.r  h ` ca,r i j  t ou / qe ou / s wt h ,r i oj  pa/s i n avnq r w,poi j  
12 pai de u ,ou sa h `ma/j ( i [na avr nh sa,me noi  t h .n avse ,be i an k ai . t a.j  k os mi k a.j  e vpi q u mi ,aj  

s wf r o,nwj  k ai . d i k ai ,wj  k ai . e u vse bw/j  
zh ,s wme n e vn t w/| nu /n ai vw/ni ( 

13 pr os de co,me noi  t h .n mak ar i ,an  e vlpi ,da k ai . e vpi f a,ne i an t h /j  d o,x h j  t ou / me g a,lou  qe ou / k ai .
s wt h /r oj  h `mw/n V Ih s ou / C r i s t ou /( 

14 o]j  e ;d wk e n e àu t o.n u `pe .r  h `mw/n( 
i [na lu t r w,sh t ai  h `ma/j  avpo. pa,sh j  avnomi ,aj  

k ai . k aqar i ,sh | e àu t w/| lao.n pe r i ou ,s i on( zh lwt h .n k alw/n e ;r g wnÅ 
15 Ta u /t a la,le i  k ai . parak a,le i  k ai . e ;le g ce  me t a. pa,sh j  e vpi t ag h /j \ mh de i ,j  s ou
pe r i f r one i ,t wÅ

3 ~U pomi ,mnh |s k e  au vt ou .j  avr cai /j  e vx ou s i ,ai j  u `pot a,s se s qai ( 
pe i qar ce i /n( 

pr o.j  pa/n e ;r g on avg aq o.n e `t oi ,mou j  e i =nai ( 
2 mh de ,na blasf h me i /n( 

avma,cou j  e i =nai ( 
e vpi e i k e i /j ( 

pa/san e vnde i k nu me ,nou j  prau <t h t a pr o.j  pa,nt aj  avnq r w,pou j Å 
3 + H me n g a,r  pot e  k ai . h `me i /j  avno,h t oi ( 

avpe i qe i /j ( 
planw,me noi ( 

d ou le u ,ont e j  e vpi q u mi ,ai j  k ai . h `d onai /j  poi k i ,lai j ( 
e vn k ak i ,a| k ai . f q o,nw| d i a,g ont e j ( 

s t u g h t oi ,( 
mi s ou /nt e j  avllh ,lou j Å 

4 o[t e  de . h ` crh s t o,t h j  k ai . h ` f i lanq r wpi ,a e vpe f a,nh  t ou / s wt h /r oj  h `mw/n qe ou /( 
5 ou vk  e vx  e ;r g wn t w/n e vn d i k ai os u ,nh | a] e vpoi h ,same n h `me i /j  

avlla. k at a. t o. au vt ou / e ;le oj  e ;s wse n h `ma/j  
d i a. lou t r ou / pali g g e ne s i ,aj  k ai . avnak ai nw,se wj  pne u ,mat oj  àg i ,ou ( 

6 ou - e vx e ,ce e n e vf V  h `ma/j  plou s i ,wj  d i a. V Ih s ou / C r i s t o u /  t o u /  s wt h /r oj
h `mw/n( 

7 i [na d i k ai wqe ,nt e j  t h /| e vk e i ,nou  ca,r i t i  
k lh r ono,moi  g e nh q w/me n k at V  e vlpi ,da z wh /j  ai vwni ,ou Å 

8 P i s t o.j  ò lo,g oj \ k ai . pe r i . t ou ,t wn bou ,lomai , se  d i abe bai ou /s qai ( 

i [na f r ont i ,z ws i n k alw/n e ;r g wn pr oi <s t as qai  
oi ` pe pi s t e u k o,t e j  qe w/|\ 

t au /t a, e vs t i n k ala. k ai . wvf e ,li ma t oi /j  avnq r w,poi j Å 
9 mwra.j  de . zh t h ,se i j  k ai . g e ne alog i ,aj  k ai . e ;re i j  k ai . ma,caj  nomi k a.j  

pe r i i <s t as o\ 
e i vs i .n g a.r  avnwf e le i /j  k ai . ma,t ai oi Å 

10 ai `re t i k o.n a;nq r wpon 
me t a. mi ,an k ai . de u t e ,ran nou qe s i ,an 

parai t ou /( 
11 e i vd w.j  o[t i  e vx e ,s t rapt ai  ò t oi ou /t oj  k ai . àmar t a,ne i  w'n au vt ok at a,k r i t oj Å
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4 Titus

12 { O t an pe ,my w V A r t e ma/n pr o.j  se . h ' Tu ,ci k on( s pou ,das on e vlqe i /n pr o,j  me  e i vj  N i k o,poli n( 
e vk e i / g a.r  k e ,k r i k a parace i ma,sai Å 

13 Z h na/n t o.n nomi k o.n k ai . V A pollw/n s pou dai ,wj  pr o,pe my on( i [na mh de .n au vt oi /j  le i ,ph |Å 
14 manqane ,t wsan de . k ai . oi ` h `me ,t e r oi  k alw/n e ;r g wn pr oi <s t as qai  

e i vj  t a.j  avnag k ai ,aj  cre i ,aj ( 
i [na mh . w=s i n a;k ar poi Å 

15 V A s pa,z ont ai , se  oi ` me t V  e vmou / pa,nt e j Å 
a;s pasai  t ou .j  f i lou /nt aj  h `ma/j  e vn pi ,s t e i Å 

~H  ca,r i j  me t a. pa,nt wn u `mw/nÅ
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